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"I have laboured to make a covenant with myself, that affection may not press upon 
judgment, for I suppose there is no man, that hath any apprehension of gentry or nobleness, but 
his affection stands to a continuance of a noble name and house, and would take hold of a twig or 
twine-thread to uphold it. And yet Time hath his revolution: there must be a period and an 
end of all temporal things finis rerum, an end of names and dignities and whatsoever is terrene. 
.... For where is Bohun ? Where is Mowbray? Where is Mortimer? Nay, which is more 
and most of all, where' is Plantagenet? They are entombed in the urns and sepulchres of 
mortality." — Lord Chibf-Justiob Crbwb. 



=*= 



"Tis opportune to look back upon old times, and contemplate our forefathers. Great 
examples grow thin, and have to be fetched from the passed world. Simplicity flies away, and 
iniquity comes at long strides upon us. We have enough to do to make up ourselves from 
present and passed times, and the whole stage of things scarce serveth for our instruction. A 
complete piece of virue must be made from the Centos of all ages, as all the beauties of Greece 
could make but one handsome Venus." — Sir Thomas Browne. 
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PREFACE. 



In presenting this book, containing " The Annals of Devizes,' I feel confident that such 
a work will be appreciated and valued not only by the inhabitants of the Borough of Devizes, 
but also by lovers of history throughout the County of Wiltshire. 

The work will speak for itself, and no comment is necessary on that which is contained 
in its pages. Devizes has a great and a glorious past, though its early history has to be 
gathered from scant materials. How many of its inhabitants have an adequate conception as to 
what that past is composed of ? Wiylen's monumental History of Devizes, is only accessible to 
a few ; therefore general interest should be enhanced in the present publication. I may mention 
that the ^^ Annals,'* down to the year 1865, were compiled by Mr. Waylen. From 1865 to 1893, 
the work was continued by my late Father; and since that time it has been done on similar lines 
by myself. Mr. Edward Kite has kindly written an introduction. The work supplements 
existing Guides and Directories, and is not intended to supplant them. By its nature it is of a 
more enduring character, but that is a defect which will easily be pardoned. The Borough 
Charters and Records have been referred to where necessary. The book is as complete as it is 
possible to make a work published at what is intentionally a popular price. 

R. D. GILLMAN. 
June, 1908. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNALS OF DEVIZES. 



INTRODUCTION. 



BY MR. EDWARD KITE. 



The following pages will be found to contain— in a condensed form, easy of reference— a chronological 
abstract of the principal events connected with the history of Devizes, extending over a period of no less than 
eight centuries. 

Although the real origin of the town distinctly dates from the period of the erection of its Norman Castle 
hy Roger of Caen, Bishop of Salisbury [a.d. 1100 — 11391 various old writers have not hesitated in ascribing to 
it a much earlier date. Fabyan, for instance, quoting from an old chronicle, claims a certain British King', 
named Dunwallo, as its founder. Other writers, as Musgrave and Stukeley, would have both castle and town 
to be of Roman origin ; whilst the annotator upon the life of King Alfred the Great has recorded a tradition 
ascribing the foundation of the Castle to that monarch. 

So far, therefore, its traditional history, which may not perhaps be without some shadow of truth — for, if 
not distinctly existing as a town at this early period, the site, at least, on whidi Bishop Roger subsequently 
erected his stronghold of Norman masonry, may, from its commanding position and great natural strength* 
have been occupied as a defensive earthwork by the early occupants of the district — Celt, Roman, or Saxon. 

As the central town of the county, with Salisbury Plain and the Marlborough Downs both close at hand, 
Devizes naturally lies in the midst of a district rich in remains of prehistoric interest. The far distant 
Palaeolithic age is represented by the flint implements found at Knowle, in Marlborough Forest, whilst within 
comparatively easy reach are the remains of the two great stone monmnents — Avebury and Stonehenge — for 
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oenturiea of unknown date and origin, but so far as indicated by recent researches, both are apparently structures 
of the Neolithic period — the latter representing a date calculated at 1600 b.o. There is Silbury, too, the 
greatest artificial mound in Europe, whose purpose has hitherto baffled antiquarian research— with numerous 
camps and earthworks of different types— boundary dykes, including the great Wansdyke, which crosses the 
downs some three miles north of the town — trackways— sites of villages— and other traces, more or less 
distinct, of ancient British and Roman occupation. The numerous barrows, or sepulchral tumuli also, dotted 
over the green sward, mark the last resting places of its early inhabitants. 

Of the Romans, if not actually in the town, there are distinct traces in its immediate suburbs. In 1699— 
an earthen vessel containing several hundred coins of this period, was found south of the town, on land 
belonging to Sir John Byles, then owner of Southbroom House. This was followed by a further discovery of 
still greater interest. In 1714, a large urn, dug up by William Cadby, a gardener, near the ruins of an old 
hoTise on the Qreen, disclosed a series of little bronze images, representing household deities, called by the 
Romans " Penates^'' and with them a single coin of the Emperor Severns, most probably indicating their date. 

Again, in 1861, in constructing the railway from Devizes to Hungerford, the deep cutting at the point 
where the line crosses " Pan's Lane " brought to light part of a skeleton, together with considerable remains of 
Roman and Romano-British pottery. These, with minor discoveries from time to time, of coins and other 
relics, lead to the conclusion Uiat if the town itself cannot lay claim to so early an origin, the Romans were, at 
least, close at hand at Southbroom aud Wick. One of their great roads, too, crossed the downs on its way 
from Bath to Marlborough. 

The Saxon period brings us gradually onward to Devizes history. The kingdom of Wessex, in which 
Wiltshire was included, was originally under the care of one Bishop, whose see was fixed, as early as a.d. 635, 
at Dorchester, in Oxfordshire, and in 683 removed to Winchester, the ancient capital of England. With later 
sub-divisions, in 705 and 909. separate sees were constituted at Sherborne, in Dorsetshire, and at Ramsbury, 
in our own Coimty. These the Saxon Bishop, Herman, one of Edward the Confessor's chaplains, again imited 
in 1058, and in 1075 fixed his see within the then formidable stronghold of Old Sarum, from whence it was 
finally transferred in 1226 to the present city of Salisbury. 

At some early period, of which we have no exact record, the kings of Wessex, who were large landowners 
in this neighbourhood, gave to the Bishop, for the perpetual maintenance of his See, the two great manors of 
Cannings and Potteme, which have continued until our own day to form part of its endowment. 
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With the Norman Conquest comes the survey known as Domesday Book, but in this we find no mention 
by name of any such place as Devizes ; and the site of the present town must consequently have been included 
at this date in one or other of the two manors — Cannings and Potteme— then belonging to the See of Old 
Sarum — both of which are found duly entered in the great Norman record. 

With the accession of Henry I., came also the promotion of Roger of Caen, the King's Chancellor, to the 
Bishopric of this Diocese. Roger, a Norman by birth, and a skilful architect, finding on his own land 
a natural stronghold (previously no doubt a fortified earthwork) soon commenced the erection of a stately 
fortress of hewn stone— a structure of grand conception, and an advanced type of Norman architecture, 
previously imknown in England. Its site was on the boundary line between his own manors of Cannings and 
Potteme, and at a point where a third manor— that of Rowde, which belonged to the Crown— also met. The 
old Hundreds of Cannings Episcopi, and Roubergh Episcopi, likewise followed the same boundary, and 
Bishop Roger 8 Castle is described in the Latin chionicle of his contemporary, William of Malmesbury, as the 
Castle ** ad Divisas "—at the boundaries — whence the name also of the town which quickly sprung up around 
it, and was commonly known as " The Devizes,'' or in Wiltshire pronunciation ** The Vize " until the close of 
the I8th century. 

Before the death of its founder, in 1 139, Devizes Castle had been seized by King Stephen, and during the 
prolonged contest for the crown between his partisans, and those of the Empress Maud, was taken and retaken, 
until the tide of events turning in favour of the latter, she held two Councils here, granting also, in return for 
their service, a first Charter to her burgesses of Devizes. 

In the hands of the Crown Devizes became one of the Royal Castles to which certain privileges and 
honours were annexed. State prisoners were placed here under its successive governors, who, from the 
strategic position of the fortress must necessarily have been men of high military rank. Its towers were 
defended by knights, who held neighbouring lands of the Crown by military service, each attending in person, 
fully armed, for 40 days, in time of war. 

The state prisoners known to have been confined here were Duke Robert of Normandy, elder brother of 
King Henry I.; Hubert de Burgh, Justiciary of England, who escaping from the Castle, in 1233, took 
sanctuary in St. John's Church ; David de Lindsay, the Scottish General, taken prisoner by Edward 1st ; and 
the two sons of Charles de Blois (a nephew of the King of France^ who weie detained here as royal hostages 
by Edward III. * 

The castle, town, and park of Devizes, with the manor of Rowde, and the forests of Melksham and 
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Chippenham, formed part of the dower of the Queens of England, who were successively patrons of the living 
— which is now in the gift of the Lord Chancellor. 

In 1418-19 the Castle and its appendages were granted by Henry V. to his yoxmger brother H\miphr«y, 
Duke of Gloucester, who held it imtil his death in 1446. 

During the reiffn of Henry Vn.; on the terminatio:i of the wars of the Roses, the fortress was apparently 
dismantled, and when seen by the antiquary Leland, in 1540, was in ruins, part of its material having been 
carried away by Sir Edward Baynton fwho was Vice-Chamberlain to three of Henry Vlllth's queens), and 
used in the erection of Old Bromham House. As an eye-witness of the Castle in its first stage of decay, 
Leland s notes are of considerable interest. He describes it as "stately avauncyd upon an highe ground, 
deiendyd partly by nature, and partly with dykes, the yere [earth] whereof is cast up a slope, and that of a 
great height to defence of the waulle. The kepe or dungeon of it set upon an hille cast by hand, is a x>eace of 
worke of an incredible coste. There appere in the gate of it 6 or 7 places for porte colacis [portcullises] and 
muche goodly buyldying was in it. It is now in mine, and parte of the front of the towres of the gate of the 
kepe and the chapell in it were caried full unprofitably onto the buyldynge of Master BaintorCs place at 
Bromehariif scant 3 myles of. There remayne dyvers goodly towres yet in the outter walle of the castle, but 
all goynge to mine. The principall gate that ledithe in to the toune is yet of a great strengthe, and hatht 
pla^ for 7 or 8 porte colicis {jxyrtcullisesy 

It is clear therefore, from Leland's description, that the keep or stronghold — a massive structure 
apparently of square form, as at Rochester — stood on the central mound, which has sometimes been made a 
subject of unnecessary discussion. During the Civil Wars the portions still remaining appear to have been 
temporarily re-fortified for the king, in 1643, but the whole was finally demolished by the Parliamentarians ; 
into whose hands it fell some three years later. 

In the view given by Dr. Stukeley, dated 1723, two windmills occupy the site of the Norman keep. These 
are described as a recent project for grinding rape seed. One of them, afterwards used for making snuff, is 
now incorporated in the castellated residence erected by the late Mr. R. V. Leach, who, during his ownership, 
made extensive researches on the ancient Norman site. 

The town which sprung up on the more level ground outside the defensive earthworks to the east of the 
castle, must quickly have increased in importance. The charter of the Empress Maud, granted not later than 
3rd March 1141, was soon followed by a < onfirmation by her son Henry II., by King John, and Henry III., the 
latter being the earliest charter now in possesion of the corporation. To these Edward III., in 1371, added 
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additional privileges, included a trading guild— the " blanket '* of coarse undyed cloth of Devizes manufacture 
having now become a marketable commodity. Then follow the later charters of Richard n., Henry FV., 
Henry V., Henry VI., Edward IV., Henry VIII., Edward VI., Elizabeth and James I., the latter confirming all 
former charters, and granting additional privileges by the Name of *' Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough of 
the Devises "—which altered title necessitated the adoption of a new Borough Seal in 1606. A few years later 
the trading guild was also remodelled. The charter of James I., confirmed by Oharles I. in 1639, continued to 
be the governing charters of the Borough until the passing of the Mimicipal Corporations Act of 1832. There 
is also a later charter of James II., which was probably abandoned on his abdication in 1688. To the wool 
merchants and clothiers of Devizes the churches of St. John and St. Mary— both originally of Norman date — 
apparently owe their additions and reconstruction in the 15th century. 

Of the town, Leland, in 1540, says it was *' most occupied by clothiers. The beauty of it is all in one 
streete. The market is very celebrate.*' It had been so, apparently, from the days of Edward I., for before 
the year 1274 the Crown had received yearly for market tolls no less than £16— a large sum in the money of 
the present day. The market continued to flourish, for Fuller, in his WorthieB of England (1668) describes 
the town as " the best and biggest for trading in the shire.** Aubrey (1656-91) says *' On Thursday a venr 
plentiful market of everything, but the best for fish in the county. They bring fish from Poole hither, whi(^ 
is sent hence to Oxford.'* Stukeley (1723) says the inhabitants " value themselves for one of the best weekly 
markets in England, and for being tenants to the kin^. *Tis a very large old town consisting diiefly of two 
long parallel streets, the houses for the most part of timber, but of a very good model.** Of the ola timber 
and gabled street architecture, with here and there a penthouse for shelter in front, as at Marlborough, little 
now remains. The Elm Tree, formerly the Salutation Inn, is apparently the remains of an old Devizes 
hostelry of a date earlier than the Reformation, and the old timber houses in Wine Street Alley still furnish a 
specimen of the domestic architecture of the town as it appeared in the 15th or 16th century. 

Of the old market crosses which have disappeared, were the ** Butter Cross,** the " Cheese Cross,** the 
" Yam Cross,** and most probably others— each representing the particular spot in the open street where each 
of these separate commodities was anciently exposed for sale. 
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XIIth Cbnturt. 

1102. Roger, Lord Chancellor of England, Chief Justiciary, Bishop of Salisbury, Lord of the Manor, 
&c., commenced the re-building of the Castle, and the erection of St. John's Church. 

1107. Duke Robert of Normandy committed to the custody of the Lord of Devizes. 

1126. Duke Robert transferred to the custody of the Earl of Gloucester. 

1130. Consecration of St. John's Church. 

1135. Death of King Henry II. Bishop Roger and other prelates and nobles opposed the pretensions 
of Stephen, who took the Castle and made it and the demesne, royal property. 

1140. Robert Fitz- Herbert, a brigand, forcibly usurped possession of the Castle. 

1141. Hervey, Count of Brittany, recorers the Castle ; afterwards occupied by the Empress Matilda, 
who held two Parliaments at Devizes. 

1143. (cir.) Matilda confers a charter on the town.— St. Mary's Church dates its foundation at about 
this year. 

1148. Matilda resigns Cannings and Potteme to her son Henry Plantagenet. 

1 149. Prince Henry sojourns at Devizes. 

1153. Articles of peace between Stephen and Henry settled at Devizes. 

1157. The Castle, Borough, and Parks, formally detached from the Manor of B. Cannings and vested 

in the crown. 
1199. lliomas de Sandford, Constable. 

XIIIth Century. 
1216. John Mareechall, constable. 

1218. Philip de Albini, Earl of Sussex and Arundel, constable. 
1221. William de Brewer, constable. 
1224. John Mareschall, Earl of Warwick, constable. 
12^1. Ralph Lord Willington of Devonshire, constable. 

1232. Walter deGodardville (or Goddard) constable. It was during hUconstableship that Hubert de Burgh 
Earl of Kent, was committed as state prisoner to the Castle, at the instigation of his envious rival 
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De Rupibus, a Frenchmati, whom the king had ** iu au evil hour taken into his ootuusfls," and made 
Bishop of Winchester. Having caged the ez-Jostidarjr, the Bishop's next step was to set Goddaid 
removed and his own nephew, one Aylmere de Rival, appointed iivhis place. The Earl, more than 
inspecting a murderous design in the change, contrived his escape to banctuary in St. John's 
Ohnichy whence, l^ Rival's orders, a bodj of castillans dragged him ; but he was restored thereto 
hj order of Bishop Bingham, of Salisbuiy, and carried off in triumph hj a body of sturdy Wiltshire 
sympathisers, headed l^ the gallant GQbert Bassett, to Wales. The plottine prelate De Rupibus, 
whose real character was afterwards unmasked, was happily deprived of his ill-gotten see and 
wealth, and driven from the kingdom. 

1838. Peter de Manlay, of Upavon, constable, son of the reputed assassin of Prince Arthur. 

1886. John de Plessites, Earl of Warwick, constable. 

1236. Robert, Lord NeviUe, of Raby, constable. 

1263. Philip,Lord Bassett,of W7combe,0hief Justiciary and Ck>mmander of the King's Armies, constable 

1871. Alias de Rabeyn, constable. 

1280. John de Haverings, constable. During his constableehip a *' vivarium," or fish-pond (suppoeed 

to be Drew's pond), was made by the precept of Edward I, who was wont to spend his Easters here. 

His mother Queen Eleanor was then superioress of Amesbury convent. 
1282. Ralph de Sandwich, constable. 
1284. John de Evesham, constable. 
1286. Matthew Fits-John, constable. 

XIVth Cbntury. 

1305. John Blewitt, constable. 

1307. Hugh de Despencer, of Fasteme-house, Wootten Basset, Edward II's unfortunate favourite. 
During his constableehip was the first (recorded) presentation to the living of Devises, which w«s 
made Djr Margaret the queen dowager to John de Aune, who res. it in 1312 to Thomas de 
Teoutigeflete.~ln 1307 Thomas le Bodere and Thomas Anveray, and in 1314 William Noble and 
Gilbert Smith, William de Ck)dis and Hugh de Cartere were sent to Parliament for the borough. 

1320. Sir Oliver de Ingham.— In 1323 Walter Bochard and Hugh Estmead, and in 1325 Thos. 

Munham and John Mymyng were elected to Parliament. 
1327. Gilbert de Berwick. 
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1348 (oir.) Bishop William de Edington.—In 1349 Step West ins. rector; died 1361, when John 

le Boleter sue. 
1366. FbJllippa, Qneen of Edward III. 
1369. Roger Beauchamp. 
1379. Nicholas de Sbarneffeld. 
1390.— Aune, Queen of Richard U.— In 1391, on the death of Boleter, she pres. WQliain Stoke to the 

rectorship, who dying or resigning the following year, she gave it to Thomas Eynewyk. 

1392.— William Scrope, Earl of WUtshire.— In 1398 John Wythen was ins. rector, res. in 1400 in faronr 
of Andrew Swyneford, who exchanged, 1402, with Henry Netheravon, vicar of Bedminster. 

XVth Obntuby. 

1412. Joan, Queen of Henry IV.— Same year she presented the livinff to Thomas de Tebav (or Tibbay), 
who was sue. in 1414 by Robert de Tebay.— During this oonstableship Wm. and Thos. Ooventiy 
were members for the borough. 

1419. Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, (" good Duke Humphrey "), Protector of the Realm during the 
minority of his nephew, Henry VI.— In 1420 he presented the livmg to John Almote, who in 1426 
exc. with William Goldsmith, rector of Eastworth ; who in 1429 exc. with Gilbert Qrede, rector of 
Smerdon ; who dying in 1453, the Duke of Gloucester presented John Wygrim, who in 1458 was 
inst. Dean of Windsor, retaining Devizes.- It was in the last year of Duke Humphrey's oonstaUe- 
ship that Bishop Ayscough of Edington Abbey, was brutally massacred by his tenants tot his 
attachment to the Lancastrian cause,— In 1436 dQed William Smyth, burgess, a munificent bene- 
factor (the traditional ancestor of Mr. Thos. B. Smith), at whose sole cost a great part of St. 
Mary's Ohurch was re-built.- 1443, William, second son of John Nicholas, Esq., of Ronndway, was 
killed in the wars of the Roses. 

1447. Sir Edmund Hungerford, Knight. 

1461. Richard Beauchamp, Bishop of Salisbury. He founded the chapel occupying the s.w. comer of 
St. John's Church, and its contemporary, the Beauchamp Ohapel attached to St. Nicholas Ohurch, 
Bromham. 

1467. Elizabeth, Queen of Edward IV. She was daughter of Earl Rivers, and sister to Bishop 
Woodville, of Salisbui^. During her governorship the Duke of Buckingham was beheaM at 
Salisbury, by order of Richard III. Sir Rich Tocotet and ten other leading Wiltshire gentlemen 
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were implicated m Buckingham's enterprise, but after Bosworth Field received a ready pardon.— 
The Queen Elizabeth prep. Henry Boost, a.m., to the living on the death of Dean Wigrim, in 1468 : 
John Smyth in 1474 ; John Alcock (Bishop of Rochester, afterwards of Worcester) in 1475 ; John 
Giles, as proctor for John ** Bishop of Tyne," in 1479 ; and Henry Boost, b.d.. in 1480, which is the 
assumed date of the small (nameless) chapel n.e. of St. John's Church. 

1468. William Nicholas, of Roundway, killed *' without the satehouse of Roundway "—an event 
probably coincident with the revolt of Sir Thomas Hungerford and Henry Courtney against Edward 
iV. AUied to this family are some eminent names, amongst them Secretarv Nicholas and Judge 
Nicholas, both of the civil war period in Charles I's reign, and William Nicholas, who fell at Badajos, 

1483. Sir Roger Tocotes being deposed from the lordship of Devizes Castle for his adherence to the 
Lancastrian party, Thomas Stafford was appointed m his room by the usurper Richard in., with 
very enlarged powers over the surrounding district— soon, however, to re-deliver ito to his rival 
Tocotes. 

1485. Shr Roger Tocotes, of Bromhom, Ent. He was three times sheriff of Wilts \ marr. Elizabeth, 
widow of Wm. Beauchamp Lord St. Amand, of Bromham. His tomb and recumbent marble effigy, 
in good preservation, occupy a central position in the Beauchamp chapel of that place. Sir Roger 
was a z^ousLancastrian, and with Richard Beauchamp, Lord St. Amand, Wm. Bampton, John 
and Humphrey Cheyne of Falstone, Thos. and John Mubome of Laverstock, Walter Hungerford, 
of Heytesbury, Wm. Hall and Michael Skilling, of Salisbury, and Edw. Hampton, of Fisherton, 
joined the ill-fated rising of the Duke of Buchingham. 

1472. Robert Neville and John Uffenham, and in 1477 Ralph Banaster and John Mitchell were elec. 
members of Parliament. 

1486. Elizabeth, Queen of Henry YII. —During this constableship Edm. ChoUerton was ins. rector, vice 
Henry Boost, res.— William Prior, a native of the town, was burnt at Salisbury for professing and 
promulgating LoUaidy. * 

XVIth Century. 

1510. Eatherine of Arragon, Queen of Henry Vlll, who divorced her and married Anne Boleyn —In 
1528 John Bent, a tailor of Erchfont, was burnt to death in the Market-place, for denying transub- 
stantiation.- In 1526 Edm. CoUerton died, and John Crapford b.d., was ins. rector.— In 1535 
Henry and his Queen Anne visited Devizes and Bromham.— In 1536 the Rev. John Crapford res., 
and William Dawson was ins. rector ; he retired on a pension, and his place was supplied till his 
death by Robert Peade. 
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1533. William Locke undertook to pull down the Bull of Ezcommunicfttion by which King Henry 
VIII. and the kingdom of England were laid under by a ban, by Pope Clement VH, for which 
daring exploit King Henry granted him a freehold estate of £100 a year, knighted him, and made 
him Gentleman of the Privy Chamber. 

1536. Thomas Lord Seymour of Sudeley, Lord High Admhral, &c., ** The Last of the Barons,** 
was brother to Jane Seymour of Wolf hall, Pewsey, Heniy VHI's third wife. He marr. Henry's 
widow Katherine Parr ; was attainted of high treason, and executed 1549. 

After Edward VI's death Devixes Castle ceased to be a royal residence, and fell into comparative decay. 
As, however, its military and royal importance subsided, its trade and manufacturing prosperity 
uprose. ** The Town of Vies (wrote Leland in 1545) standeth on a Rround somewhat elevated, and 
is mostly occupied by clothiers. The market is very celebratft.^' These substantial burgees- 
clothiers, naturally enough, having taken a lease of the manor and borough, Castle and all, from 
Qneeu Elizabeth, petitioned James I. for its renewal, without reversion to any other party, which 
that King granted in 1605 ; from which date therefore the worshipful Mayors may be considered as 
de jure^ if not de faeto^ taking the place of the ancient Constables. Compared, however, to the old 
** Lords of Devizes," who actually ''represented'' majesty, and were at "the Boundaries " as 
supreme as a territorial prince, maintaining in their palace -fortress and whenever *hey went abroad, 
the court and state of a minor sovereign— compared, we say, to our earlier governors, the chief 
municipal burgees who is now annually chosen to the elective office of Mayor, in a personage of but 
very secondary importance. The very names of the first sixteen following the Protector Seymour's 
death, are lost to posterity. 

1552.— Thomas Hall, Esq., was elected member for the borough in Edw. VI's Parliament. The Halls 
were long parishioners of St. Mary's ; in the churchyard is one or more of their tombstones. 

1553. (Mary I.)— Thomas Hall and William Rede, returned to Parliament. 

1554. Thos. Highgate k Henry Locke, ditto. 

1554. Thos. Hall (mayor) and Edward Haynes, ditto. 

1555. Thomas Hall and James Webb, ditto. 

1557. Thomas Hall and Henry Morris returned.— Oliver Boswick, the last Catholic incumbent, was 
presented to the living by Mary, on the death of the Bev. W. Dawson.— John Maundrell, son of 
Robert Maundrell, of Rowde, was burnt at Salisbury for Protestantism. 

1559. (Elizabeth.) —John Young and Edward Haynes returned members. 

1563. Edward Haynes and Hugh Powell, ditto. 
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1S66. The Rer. O. Boflwiok res. the rectorship, which was pres. by the Queen to John Beare. 
1570. ReT. J. Beare deprived of the rectorship, and Patrick Blare ins. ; sac. (ofind ineerU) by Nicholas 
Stranguidge. 

1571 Edward Baynton of Bromham-house, and Wm. Olark, of Devizes, elec. members. 

1572 Geo. Reynolds and Henry Grubbe, burgesses, ditto. 

1578. A suit in Chancery was meintained b? the Ck>rporation of Devises against their member, Henry 
Grubbe ; the object of which was a bill to stay proceedings at law respecting a claim made by 
defendant of wages for his services in Parliament, notwithstanding his promise to the contrary. 

15g6. Henry Baynton, ditto. 

1586. Henry Brounoker, ditto. 

1588. Henry Lever and John Brouncker, ditto. 

1592. Henry Baynton and Richaid Mompesaon, ditto. 

1597. John Kent, of Potteme, and Richard Drew, of Southbroom, ditto. 

Xyn OmnvKt. 

1601. Rob. Drew and Geo. Fettiplace, ditto. 

1602. Rev. N. Stranguidge resigned the living ; John Davis succeeded on the preeentation of tke 
Queen. 

During Eliiabeth*s 45 years* reign, the borough annals fnreeent nothing worth chronicling beyond tke 
foregoing ecdesiasnoal and parliamentary returns ; " though (to quote the local historian) domestic 
disdpline acquired consideraDle condstency and power ; the Ohamberlain's books are kept with great 
regularity, and will merit more elaborate noaoe than we have space for." The current of such 
" domestic'* events was only disturbed by sundry lawsuits with the Crown and private individuals, 
relating to tithes and tenure of real estate prcmertr, in which the names of Grubbe, Reynolds, 
Provender of AUington, Gkdsford, Flower, and Hulbert, whoee descendants on the male or female 
side are stOl resident, prominently figure. 

1603 (James I). Robert Drew and Sir Henry Baynton elected members. 

1605 (Third). Charter granted t^ James.— Weekly Court for actions of debt not exceeding £40 estab- 
lished. 

1607. Plague visits the town, resulting in great mortality,— Sir Thomas Estoourt knighted. 
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1613. James I. visits the town. An al frgtco musical entertainment, in character, given bj the Rev. G. 
Ferraby, vicar of B. Cannings, and some of his parishioners, to Anne, Jameses Qneen, at Wans- 
dyke, Marlborough Downs, on her return Journey from Batii ; the vicar habited as a British bard, 
and his assistants as shepherds. 

1614. Sir Mervin Audley and Sir Carew Reynell, knights, sent to Parliament. 

1615. A new Wool Hall erected, partly for the accommodation of the Ck>unty Sessions, which previously 
had been held un^er temporary hustings, or tents. 

1618. A second visit from King James, when he was entertained by a " mask " in Coate Field. 

1620. This is the date inscribed •ntheHavor's loving cop, together with the following names:— 
Itobert Flower, Mayor ; John Kent, Robert Drew, Walter Stephens, Nicholas Barrett, Edward 
NorChey, John Allod, Edward Lewis, John Stevens, John Thnrman, William Erwood, Richard 
Flower, Hiomas Wheatacre. It is a tall, elegant diver gilt chalice resemblinff in form that given 
by King John to the town of Lamn. The two maoes were a subsequent aoquisition, being the gift, 
as their legend teetlfles," of John Smith, dtiien of London, brasier to King William III of blessed 
memory, who delivered this nation from Poperr and arbitary government, to her present Majesty 
Queen Anne, whom Qod long preMrve. Vtw'* 

1680. Sir Henry Lee and John Kent, retomed as members. 

l<m. John Kent and Sfar Edw. Baynton, ditto.— A third royal visit this year. 

1684. The erratic and mischievous exploits of the '* Devizes Wisaxd** attracted public attention. 

1685 (Oharles D. The King grants a new borough charter; Robert Nicholas, of Southbroom, Esq.. 
nominated first Recorder.— Edward Bi^ton and Robert Drew elected to Parliament. 

1686. Sir Henry Lee and Rob. Long ditto. 

1628. Robert Long and Thos. Kent ditto.— Robert Drew and John Kent obtaii^ed from the Grown a 
grant of the advowson of the Rectory of Devizes, worth £40 a year, on their undertaking to add 
another iS40 f6r the maintenance of a suiBdent preacher. This document dated 29th June, has 
Gharies I's sign manual. Thence forward for several vears it became the practice of the Corpora- 
tion to hire occasional preachers in place of paying a full salary to the resident clergyman. 

1633. Joseph Alleine bom in the house now occupied by Mr. E. T. Simpson, in the Market-Place. He 
was the son of Mr. Tobias Alleine. At 16 he was entered at Lincoln*s Inn, Oxford ; removed to 
Cknpus Ghrlsti ; in his 21st year (1665) took orders and be<»me curate at St. Margaret's, Taunton ; 
was ejected by the Act of Uniformi^ in 1662 ; imprisoned for preaching in 1663, and agein in 
1664; in 1665-6 came to Defviaes for his health ; diedat^lath Nov. 1^, agei! 35. 
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1640. Wm. Baynton uud Edward Dauvers ret. to Par —Same year, Edward Baynton and Robert 
Nicholas ret. to the '' Long Parliament.*' 

1641. John Pearce made eome liberal gifts to the Church, the Rector, poor, &c. 

1643. July 10, 11, 12. Seige of Defizes by Sir Wm. Waller.— July 13th. Battle of Roundway, and 
defeat of Waller by the royal forces under the Marquis of Hertford, aided by ** Stout Wilmot, 
Byron and Crawford." 

1644. Charles committed the military governorship of both Castle and Borough to Sir Charles Lloyd, 
who fortified and gurrisoned the former, gallantly maintaining it against the Parliamentary excur- 
sionists, by whom it was repeatedly assaileid, until the 23rd of September. 1645." 

1644 Violent outbreak of the plague.— On 9th November, same year, the Rev. John Prestwick, A.M., 
was presented to the living on Mr. Davis's death. He was shortly after succeeded by Robert Byng, 
D.D., who, however, soon lost the living through his loyal partisanship, though he returned to the 
town to end his days, and died here Feb. 8, 16.58. His memorial tablet is in the N.E comer of St. 
John's Church —This year old Southbroom House, the residence of Mr. Drew, was pulled down, 
and Bromham- house, Sir Edward Baynton's residence, burnt by the Vandal orders of Sir Charles 
Lloyd, bir Edward thereupon removed to Spye Park, where he commenced building a lew dwell- 
ing-house. 

1645. Lieut. -General Cromwell, with a numerous force, and some heavy artillery, entered the town and 
laid siege to the Castle, when the garrison capitulated on honorable terms, and Capt. Eyre was 
appointed its Governor.— In May, 1644, the plague broke out with added violence. —In March, 1645, 
the County l*roop of Royal Horee, having escorted Prince Charles from Oxford to Britttol, and re- 
turned to their quarters at Devizes, were surrounded by a superior force under Waller and Crom- 
Wfll. With the exception of some half-dozen privates, all were capfurpd in the neighbourhood of 
the town, with their Colonel, Sir James Long, Sheriff of Wilts. 

1646. A Parliamentary order passed the Commons, May 4, for the total dismantlement of the Castle.— 
(jn Sunday, Sept. 6, occurred a memorable disturbance in St. John's Church, familiar to the readers 
(»f AVni/trc/rM, following the appointment of the Rev. John Shepherd, a Presbyterian minister, to 
the rectorship, who was ** commanded by oue Capt. Pretty to come forth of the pulpit, saying in 
t hrea telling tones, that he was unfit to preach. 'J his Captain was assisted by Mr. Ives and Mr. 
liambe, who are, as they say, preachers, and by divers soldiers, armed in a most irreverent manner, 
to the abominable disturbance of the whole congregation,'* &v. (Letter of a parishioner to London). 

1648. The Rev. Dr. Byng was expelled the living, and John Shepherd (Presbyterian) by a vote of the 
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Lords, formally installed in his place.— The Ohamberlains* accounts of this year include repairs of 
the cuclong stool for scolds ; also mending the gallows. 

1649. The first congregation of Baptists assembled in a room in the Brlttox. 

1652. Death of the Rev. John Shepherd ; the mayor and corporation present. Henry Johnson, A.M., to 
the living. 

1654. Sir £. Baynton ret. to Far. --Of the 96 burgesses constituting the corporation thiti year, only 8 
are now represented in the town or neighbourhood— yiz., Clark, Lewis, Sloper, Strong, White, 
Bennett, Mereweather, and Scott.— Bobt. Aldworuh appointed Recorder. 

1656. Edward Sutton elected member as Baynton's colleague. 

1658. The mayor and magistrates vote a dutiful addre&s of congratulation to Richard Cromwell on his 
accession to the Protectorate.— During the Protectorate the following tradesmen issued coins called 
'* tokens":— Fran. 6k>ulding, grocer, Edward Hope, John Frey, John Hammond, Richard Wootton, 
grocei , Francis Paradise, chandler, Grace Nash, Richard Slade, John Fr[, Stephen Bailey, mercer, 
Wm. Somner, grocer ; John Slade, grocer ; Wm. Stephens, Richard Watton, grocer.— Edward 
Sootten and Ohalloner Chute chosen members to Parliament. 

1660. CharlesU. proclaimed in Devizes by Isaac Bursess, Sheriff.— William Jervis and Robert Aid- 
worth returned members.— At this time the chalybeate waters of Poulshot attained their medicinal 
celebrity ; Mr. Joseph Sumner's well was worth to him (says Aubrey) £200 a year. 

1661. The Rev. Benjamin Flower, an ejected minister, assumes the charge of the Baptist congregation, 
and the Rev. John Frawlings, of Heddington, commenced his ministrations to the Presbyterian oon- 
gr^tion.— In June of this year, Robert West, Robert Sumner, Alexander Cutting, and Mary Coole, 
of Devises, and many others in the neighbourhood, were committed to prison for attending Quaker 
meetings.— Wm. YoAe and John Kent returned members.- Died, Dr. P. Stephens.— In this year 
the Ei^ wrote to the Mayor of Devizes, commanding him to eject John Tayler from the office of 
Town Clerk, and to substitute Robert Foote. Tayler's offence had been his co-operation with the 
party of the commonwealth. At the same time Robert Nicholas, of Roundway , Recorder of Devizes, 
who actually sat as one of Cromwell's judges, received a pardon and retired to Seend — The Corpor- 
ation having, in this year, applied for an Act of Parliament authorising them to endow their minister, 
Henry Johnson, with a fixed annuity of £100 out of the borough functe, about ninety of the principal 
inhabitants set up a counter petition to tiie House of Commons, in which they maintained tnat their 
minister's stipend had from time immemorial been reused bjvvduntaxy (^erings, and they hoped 
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it would always remain on the same footing. In consequence of thesuoceas of this counter petition, 
Mr. Johnson somght to recover the Park- tithes, and in this also he was unsuccessful. 

1663. Charles II. and his Queen visit Wilts, and ascend Silbury Hill with Mr. Aubrey, the county 
historian. 

1668. Oharlee Danrers app. Becorder. 

1677. James Sutton of Devizes married Ann Palmer. 

1678. James, their eldest son bom. 

1679. Sir Walter Ohute and Sir Edward Baynton elected members. 

1680. Mr. Bichaid Webb died, aged 90. 

1681. Rev. H. Johnson, rector, died ; succeeded by James Dyer, on Oharles II's presentation.— Sir Giles 
Hungerford and John Eyles elected members. At another election the same year G^rge Johnson, 
who nad unsuccessfully contested the borough with Sir £ Baynton, was elected in Mr. Eyles' s 
place. 

1684. Sir John Talbot app. Recorder. 

1685. Charles II's charter granted ; the first principal officers under which were Wm. Watts, Ma^or ; 
Sir John Talbot, Recorder ; Charles Dan vers, Deputy- Recorder and Justice of Peace ; John Kent, 
JusUce of Peace and senior Alderman. Sir J. Talbot and Walter Grubbe were sent the same year 
to Parliament. Sir John had been the first to receive the restored King's personal salutation on his 
landing at Dover.— Charles died this year, when the ** Monmouth Rebellion" broke out, which the 
Wilts Militia, commanded by Col. Wyndham (under Lord Pembroke), assisted to suppress. They 
occupied Devizes from the 9th to the 11th of July. 

1685. (James n.)— Sir John Talbot and Walter Grubbe elected members. 

1688. (Revolution)— Bishop Ken, poet and non-juro/, took up his residence at Poulshot.— The Mayor 
and burgesses were prompt to offer their allegiance to the Prince of Orange.— Rev. J. FrawHiigs 
died. 

1689. (William III).— Walter Grubbe, Toiy, and Sir Wm. Pynsent, Whig, dec. members. 

1690. W. Grubbe and John Methuen, Whig, ditto.— The Rev. Robt. Townsend, a.m. succeeded to 
the rectorship, void by Mr. Dyer*s death. 

1695. John Methuen and Sir Edward Ernie, Tory elected memberfl. 

1698. John Methuen and Sir Frauds Child, Tory, ditto. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNALS OF DBVIZB6. 15 



XVUlTH OeNTV&T. 

1701. Sir. F. ChUd and Sir FrandB Merewether, ditto. 

1702. (Queen Anne) -Sir F. Child and John Methoen, ditto. Sir Francis being also elected for Lon- 
don, sat for that d^.— Ber. J. Filkee, new Baptist pastor. 

1703. The Queen visited Whetham House, the seat of John K. Ernie, Esq.—** The Great Storm," 
attended with vast destruction of property. 

1706. Thos. Webb appointed Recorder, Joeiah Distin, Tory, elected member, ?ice J. Methuen, 

deceased. 
1708. Joeiah Distin and Paul Methuen, both Whigs, ret. Unsuooessfollj contested by Mr. Webb, 

Tory. 
1710. A fiercely-contested election between Sir F. Ohild and Thomas Webb, Jacobites, and Paul 

Methuen and Joeiah Distin, Hanoverians ; the return of the two former was, on petition, confirmed. 

1714. 21 Roman ^'penates,'* or household gods, and a coin of the Emperor Severus, were disinterred 
by Wm. Oadby, in the Green. 

1715. (George I.)— Josiah Distin and Francis Evles elected members. 

The tradition (says Mr. James Waylen) that some leading men of the town and neighbourhood 
favoured the first Jacobite rising though pronounced by an able local historian *' fiimsy," must, 
however, b» accepted at a tradition, to which like some ether traditions, people's credence will be 
proportioned to their political bias. Only ten ^ears previous had witueesed an angry local contest 
between the Jacobite and G^rgian factions : rival Parliamentary candidates, even rival Mayors, 
and the unseemly spectacle of a resort to physical weaoons and fisticufiCs, in which those dignitaries 
took part, in St. Mary's Churchyard, the former provir.g the victors, and their chosen candidates 
secuiiug their seats. Devizes folks, unenviably famed before and since Gibbon's time for their 
obstinate combativeness, were hartUy the sort of people to have reconciled their differences in so 
short an interval. Add to which presumptive evidence for the tradition, the emphatic and oft-uttered 
testimony of respectable persons of a late generation to the existence of an active Jacobite element 
in the town at, and long following, the second rising of '45. Our historian is correct in affirming 
that the Wilts moffittracy were, in general, favourable to the Hanoverian succession ; and as he 
deems the names of the grand jury, who, in Devizes, in April 1720, voted a *' counter -declaration " 
to the defiant presentment of the Marlboorough Corporation to the Chairman and Bench of Quarter 
Sessions, on account of their Orange-hued politics, ** worth preserving," tbey shall have a place in 
these annals :— Francis Yerbury, Thos. Eyles, Thos. Bush, Wm. Smith, W. Alexander, Joseph 



Digitized by 



Google 



1« ANNALS OF DBVIZBS. 



Bfanhman, John Bedford, John Browning, Jas. Crew, Samuel Cooke, John Mortimer. John Fry, 
Robt. Wiltshire, J. Nicholls, Isaac Gale, John Gaisford* John Weeks, Jos. Fonting, Wm. Axford, 
Isaac Aldiidge, Jeff Merriwether, Wm. Wayland, of Rowde-hill, Wm. Nash, J. Wetherell, Jonathan 
Scott, and John Hitchcock. The Wm. Wajland in this list was gt. grandfather to Mr. George 
Wayland of Longcroft (and its purchaser), the patronynuc not being then finally changed. It may 
be added that his uncle, iiir. Root. Waylen*s ancestor, of Nurstead and Woodley, was as zealously 
affected for " the King orer the water,'* as was his nephew for the Guelph and Whigism ; the 
present descendants of the former being all Whigs, and of the latter, Tories. 

1720. The national panic caused by the bursting of the '* South- sea Bubble "this year reached DeTizes, 
implicating Francis Evles, Esq., the member, one of the Directors, who was expelled the House of 
Commons by an unanimous rote, and Ben. H. Styles, Esq., elected in his place. The inventory of 
Mr. Eyles's assets and debts exhibits, on account of Rowde Manor, merchandise, mortgagee, 
personals, Ac, was £47.069, against £20,000 debts— nominal ** balance in his favour, £27,069." 
Among the debts were £9,000 to R. Knighton note of hand ; £5,000 to Richard Musgrave on Bond ; 
£2,744 to Wm. Waylen, for *' an estate at Rowde,'* £1,240 to Edw. Hope for land at Rowde ; £900 
to Jo8. Stephens for land at Rowde ; £1,240 ** for an estate at Peulshot ; *' £477 to Henry Flower ; 
£450 to the mayor and burtressee ; £300 to Dr. Dorchester ; £300 to Thoe. Halifax ; £300 to Robt. 
Waylen, of Nurstead ; £150 to John Gale. Theee sums were paid in full. 

1721. In Oct. of this year the Rev. Robt. Townsend died, and was succeeded in the rectorship by John 
Sheigold, A.M. 

1724 Dr. Pound, of B. Cannings, the eminent astronomer died 16th Nov., at Wanstead, in Essex, 
aged 65. 

1725. Dec. 18. Died Nicholas Adee, Esq. 

1727 (Georoe II.) Ben. H. Styles and Capt. Francis Eyles (Whig) elected members.— To neutralize the 
local electioneering influence of Ant. Guy, Esq., the High Sheriff, at Chippenham, Messrs. Richard 
Smith (coroner), John Norris, Adam TudE, and Wm. Johnson (mayor), partizans of Messrs. Edward 
Thomas and Edward Baynton Rolt, procured under a legal quibble, his imprisonment at Devizes 
during the contest of the latter candidates with Alex. Hume and John Frederick, refusing offered- 
bail of £10,000 ! The high-handed act succeeded : Thomas and Rolt being ret. by a small majority, 
and their eleotimi, despite an adverse petition, being confijrmed by the House ! 

1780. Died at Rowde, Feidinando Walker, the vicar, a voluminous writer on ecdeibiastical history, and 
on the Book of Common Prayer. 

1782. John Garth, Esq., i^. Recorder. 
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1733. The first DeTizes Almanack published bj Dr. HeAiy Season. 

1734. Sir Jos. Ejles and Francis Eyles, both Whigs, returned members. 

1731. The Rev. Wm. Watts succeeds to the rectorship, void by resignation, on Gkorge II*b presenta- 
tion. 

1740. Jas. Sutton, Esq., several times mayor, died.-— J. Gkurtii, Esq., Recorder, elected member in the 
room of Sir J. Eyles, deceased. 

1741. Francis Eyles and J. Garth elected borough members. 

1742. Wadham Locke, Esq., of Devizes, married Rachel, daughter and heiress of the Rev. Thomas 
Andrews, of Seend.— Q^. Lee, LL.D., elected member, vice F. Eyles, who took office. 

1746. Thomas Estcourt, Esq. died, leaving his estate to his brother Edmund. 

1747. John Garth, Esq., elec. member, as colleague to Dr. Lee.— John Wesley's first visit (13th Oct.), 
when the curate, Mr. Innes, ''stirred up the people" to mob him, but the effort failed. '*The 
town (records Mr. W's diary), was in an uproar nom end to end, as if the French were just enter- 
ing, and abundance of sweUhig words we heard, with oaths, curses andthreatenings. . . . Many 
of the mob came in, listened a little, and stood still : no one opened his mouth, but attention sat 
upon the face of erery hearer,*' On the 29th of Oct. Mr. W. preached here again, when the '' pains 
taken again to raise a mob was lost labour."— Tn 1748 the Rer. Charles Wedey, attended by Mr. 
Meriton, arrived to preach, when ** the curate's mob," as he styles it, were more demonstetiTe. 
He describes them '* as Uons roanng for tibeir prey. The chief gentlemen (?) of the town headed 
the mob, and the zealous curate, Mr. Innes, stood with them in the street the whole time, dancing 
forioy." The rioters placed an engine into the place of meeting, flooded it, broke the windows, 
ducked and maimed one of the Wesleyans, and made repeated efrorts to get Mr. W., whose blood 
they thirsted for, into theii hands. After a protracted scene of uproar and violence, the preacher 
and his friends, aided by Mr. Sutton and Mr. Willey, escaped up the Bath-road, but at a great 
risk, the mob setting two bull-dogs upon them, who tore Mr. W's horse badly, and followed them 
with outcries. " Such fierceness and diaboUcal malice, (writes Mr. W.) I have not seen in human 
tacM ! " John Wesley often afterwards preached here, without any renewal of popular 
opposition. 

1749. Died, 80th May, at Nurstead House, at the advanced age of 91, and 34th of her widowhood, Mrs. 
R. Waylen. 

1761. Five persons drowned in Drew's Pond, on Sunday, June 80th, to commemorate which a mono- 
lith was erected in St. John's Ohurohyaid. 
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1752. The old stage coach, called the Deviaee chaise, hadng been repeatedly robbed by a dngle high- 
wayman near London, the robber was at length captured by William Norton, a professional thief - 
catcher, when it was found that his only weapon was an old pistol tindwr box. 

1753. ProTidential visitation of death to Ruth Pierce, in the Market Place, Jan. 25. 

1754. Wm. Willey, Esq., of Defizes, Whig, elected as colleague to Bir^ Oarth. 

1756. Marriage of Lieut. -ColonelJohn Smith, to Anne, 4th daughter of William Waylen, Esq, of 
Rowde-kiJl. Col. Smith is the historic hero who fought under Earl Percy m the lirst American war, 
and was made Commandant of the Niagara forces. Their only son. Sir David Wm. Smith, was 
raised to the baronetcy by George IV.— The Bear Glub Charily established. By the origind rules 
it was agreed that the members should dine together each year in the month of August. 

1761. John Garth and William Willey, Esqs., ret. to Parliament. Edw. Gibbons, the historian, then 
a Captain of grenadiers in the Hants muitia, lay here with the regiment during the autumn. In his 
journal he deFcribra the town as popuftutf dUorderly^ and 9%n§ularly tiiAM|H^a3/!f —flattering ! 

1764 Chas. Garth, Esq., app. Recorder. 

1765. James Sutton and Charles Gktfth, Esq., Tories, elected members —First Derises newspaper 
published. 

1767. An aivertisement appeared bearing the following title :— '* A plain narratife of facts relating to 
the person who lately passed under the assumed name ef the Princess Wilbrahama, lately detected 

at the Devizes, containing her whole histoiy from her first elopement from the Hon. Miss So 1 

till ber discovery and committment to Devizes Bridewell, together with the extraordinary circum- 
stances attending that discovery, and th<* report of a jury of matrons summoned on the occasion." 
She was a clever swindler, whose career was at last finished by transportation. 

1768. James Sutton, Esq., re-elected member.— The Long monument on the Salisbury-road built. 

1770. Died at the age of 70, Philip Carteret Webb, cousin to Benjamin Webb, of Devizes. He had 
been Bolioitor to the Treasury, and had incurred much odium for the prosecution of John Wilkes. 
Asa literary .man he was distinguished as the author of divers tracts and pamplets, principally on 
antiquarian subjects. 

1771. May 5th, the Rev. Rowland Hill preached his first sermon in Devizes on ** Marshman's Green." 
— llie Earl of Pembroke, as Colonel of the Wilts Militia, gave a grand ball at the King's Arms Inn, 
at which were present the Duke and Duchess of Queensbury. of Amesbury, Lady Elizabeth Herbert, 
Hon. Stephen and Lady Mary Fox, Mr. and Lady Betty Delme, of Erlestoke, Hon. Mr. Bathurst, 



Digitized by 



Google 



AI9NAL8 OF DBVIZfiB. 



Sir Edw. B&jDton, Sir Thos. TankMrriUe, Ac.— J. Satton, Bsq., of New Park, marr. Eleanor, 
dangbter of Dr. Addington, of Reading. 

1772. Mrs. Cooper, of Cbirton, died, aged 114.— Thos. Lawrence, father of the painter, took the Bear 
Inn ; the future Preeident of the Royal Academy being then three years old. 

1773. A woman of Seend lying of fever, repeatedly exclaimed, ** She is pinching me to death." As 
this was supposed to refer to witchcraft, many of the neighbours fell upon a suspected old woman 
and ducked her in a pond. Next day the ordeal would hare been renewed but for magisterial 
interference.— As an example of the credulity of the age, the following adrertisement may be 
quoted : '*Tbis day, 15th Nov. 1773, will arrive at the King's Arms, Devises, Professor Hillman, 
tne most eminent oculist iu Europe, who has restored thousands of blind people to sight : and most 
of them m a few minutes time. He will set out for Bath on Friday.*' 

1774. Charles Oarth, esq., re-elected member.— Thomas Bancroft gave £1500 to variouF town charitieB. 
1776. Opening of the first banking house m Devizee, by Jas. Sutton, Wm. Leach, John Beaven, and 

Rich. Read. Mr. Leach was a snuff- manufacturer, who used the old towers of the castle (afterwards 
owned and occupied by his descendant), fitted up as mills, for grinding. 

1776. Several public meetings held, at which John Anstie, esq., presided, to check the increasing and 
injurious export of sheep, yarn and wool.— Operatives' riots •* on account of defective wages or of 
new machinery," lamentably frequent.— Congregational (or *' Independent ") chapel built' for the 
Rev. Robert Sloper. 

1777. Died, aged 86, Mr. Tho. Thurman, of Wine- street. He bequeathed £50 to the parish poor, 
£1050 to working people in the town, the interest on £200 towards church service in St. John's on 
Monday and Tuesdays, £100 to the poor at Potterne, and a large sum for educating and clothing 15 
poor children in Devizes, with many other liberal legacies to public objects. 

1778. On Augnst 19, Thomas Boulter, a famous highwayman, the terror of the southern counties, was 
hanged. He was a native of Poulshot. 

1779. Died, Prince Sutton, esq., of Devizes, aged 78. He had married Mary, sister and co-heiress of 
George Willey of New Park, esq. ;— left a son (James) who inherited New Park.— 31st Aug., died 
Robert Waylen, esq., of Nurstead- house, aged 73. William Powell, an enterprising farmer, 
founder of the Quaker chapel, succeeded to the ownership of the same, with the farm attached, 
cultivating also Sleight farm— Wadham Locke, esq., solicitor, of Devises, married Alice, eldest 
daughter of John Sutton, esq., of the same.- Sept. 9th, John Anstie^ esq., organised and trained at 
his own expense, a company of volunteers for the preservation of the i^eace.- Mr. Lawrence quitted 
*' The Bear," lo which Mr. Hakombe succeeded. 
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1780— The fererish state of public opinion caused by the American war, led to a public county meeting 
in Derizee, to recommend Parliamentarjr reform and financial retrenchment, which was enthudas- 
tlcall) adTOcated at the same by the Earla of Shelbume and Abingdon, Hon. G. J. Fox, Mr. W. 
Bowles of Heale-honse, Sir W. Jones of Bamsbury, Mr. Pearuddocke Wyndham, Mr. Jerroise and 
Gen. Smith. Mr. Seiknon was appointed secretary, and the committee chosen comprised the names 
of the Earl of Radnor, Awdry of Notton, Hon. Berth and Hon. W. H. Bouverie, Bythesea Galley of 
Burderop, Edridge of Ghippenham, Goddard of Swindon, Hussey. of Salisbury, Kent of Potteme, 
Lediard and Sutton of DeviEes, Lona of Rood Ashton, Poore of Wedhampton, &c., &c.— Gharles 
Gktfth and Sir James Tylney Long (Tory) were sent to Parliament for the borough, but Mr. G. 
accepting oi&oe, Henry Jones (Tory) was elected his place. Messrs. A. Goddard and G. Penruddocke 
were chosen for the coun^.~ Old Baptist Ghapel built for the Rev. James Pine.— The Gtordon 
riots extend to Wilts ; Gatholics were mobbed at Salisbury ; Lord Arundel's chapel was burnt, and 
fiuiher mischief at Wardour, only arrested by the arrival of a detachment of tne 2nd Dragoons 
from Deriaes.— Wadham Locke, afterwards of Rowdeford, bom in New Park-street, where his 
father resided.— In this year a millwright of Etchilhampton, named Francis Gousens, who was 
wotldiw in St. James' Ohnrdi, Devizes, found in the belfry one of the cannon baUs lodged there by 
Sir Wffliam Waller during the seige of Devizes, in 1643. 

1791. Lady Maria Baynton, daughter of George Williams, Earl of Goventiy, was divorced from her 
husband, Andrew Baynton, Esq., of Spye Park.— The first Act passed for lighting, watching and 
cleansing the Borough.— Marriage of the Rev. J. L. Fenner, a schoolmaster and Presbyterian 
Minister, of Devizes. At his school was Sir Thos. Lawrence, then a lad. 

1785. Thos. Wyatt, Esq., grandfather of the eminent architect, bought Rowdeford of Sir Peter Delme. 

1783. Terrible frost in December. At that time a mail used to be carried from Devizes to Heytesbury. 
The lad entrusted with this errand was lifted from his horse just in time to save his life. Edward 
Brown, a sheriff's officer was frozen to death five miles out of Salisbury. 

1784. Henry Addlngton, Mr. J. Sutton's biotfaer-in-law, appointed Recorder, and with Sir J. T. Long 
(both Tories) returned to Ptoliament as members for the borough. 

1786. Died, Bet^ Lamboum, of Market Lavington, aged 107, and Ann Sims, of Studley-green, aged 112. 
In ridicule or one of the most pronounced fashions of the day— the large stomachers, an advertise- 
ment announced thai Isaac Newton, brazier, of Devizes, had combined with his usual business, the 
professioa of staymaker to the ladies.— At the July Assizes an action for trespass and assault was 
brought by Mr. Wadbam Locke, aspinst Mr. W. A. BaUard, an attorney, of Weetbury, the result 
of a fracas between these twogenuemen arising out of certain legal proceedings ; Serjeant Bock» 
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defended Ballard with much ability and homonr. Justice BaUer summed np, and the jxuy garo a 
Terdict for the plaintiff with ten shillings damage. 

1787. A poem called ''Boimdway Hill " published by Mr. T. Needham Beee, surgeon, of Devizes. It 
was printed by Mr. T. Smith. 

1788. The centenary of the Bevolution was celebrated. A lofty pole was erected in the Market-place, 
furnished with tar-barrels to the top, which when on flame was seen far and wide.— Joshua Smith 
of Erlestoke, Esq. (Tory), was returned for the borough, viee Sir J. T. Long, who stood for the 
county. 

1789. (George III. spent the autumn of this year in Wilts, yisitinff Longleat, Tottenham -park, Ac. 
On his passage tnrough Devizes a loyal address was read to him oy the corporation in their robes, 
Gen. Crosby acting as spokesmen.— The Rev. E. Innes died, and James Lediard was ins. rector. 

1790. Henry Addington and Joshua Smith, esqrs., were re-elected for the borough, and Sir J. T. 
Long and Ambrose Qoddard, esq., for the county. 

1791. Joshua Smith, Esq., M.P., gave £500 towards borough improvements. Other gentlemen, at 
the same time, also gave considerable sums for the purpose. 

1792. A fire at New Park ; extinguished by the townspeople, " when the whole town turned out," 
with three fire engines.— Presbyterian chapel opened.— Rev. J. Dyer sue. Mr. Pine at the Old 
Baptist. 

179^. A loyal society called ** The Association of Friends to the Kmg and Constitution," formed, 
being the first of the kind in the kingdom, to support the Qovernment in its opening hostilities 
with republican France.— Wilts Yeomanry Cavalry formed. 

1794. A great pro-war county meeting h^ld here 24th April, the SberifiE, Richard Long of Rood 
Ashton, in the chair, when it was resolved to augment the militia by 400 artillery. — New theatre in 
the Green, built by Mr. Gamble, architect. . 

1795. A great mortality among the sheep— one- fourth dying of cold after shearing, in June.— Henry 
Hunt of Endford, the future *' Radical orator," man led Miss Halcombe of the Bear Inn. 

1796. Jas. Biggs, m a., succeeded Mr. Fenner as pastor of the Baptist church. 

1798. The military body called the ' * Associated Householders," under Capt. Salmon, formed in Devizes. 
In August this year ** an electric explosion of surpassing loudness " fired the upholstery premises 
of Mr. R. Knight, and of the Black Swan. 
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1799. The title of the ** Associated Householders," was, by royal command, changed to that of *• The 
Devizes Loyal Volunteers/' when (16th Sept.) they were presented, on Roundway-dowu, with a pair 
of colours, by the Rt. Hon. H. Addington, Recorder of the Borough. Ensi^^ns Wadham Locke and 
William Wroughton Salmon received them from Mr. Sutton's hands.— Kennett and Avon Oanal 
opened for navigation. 

XIXth Oektury. 

1800. Duel between Olonel Oampell and Lieut. Cromwell, when the former received a slight wound in 
the face.— County meeting to congratulate Geo. III. on his escape from attempts on his life in 
Dniry Lane Theatre, and Hyde Park, 15th and 16th May.— Com this year fetched 1446. per quarter. 
The Mayor, Geo. Sloper, esq., called, and presided at, a public meeting responsive to a royal procla- 
mation, recommending householders of means to economise as much as possible in the consumption 
of bread and wheat-flour, and to adopt, and promote the use of, nutritious substitutes therefor.— 
Thos. Grimstone Estoourt, esq., married Eleanor, daughter and co-heir of James Sutton, of New 
Park, esq.— In this year the Bishop of Salisbury issued an order that two services should thenceforth 
be held on Sundays in each of the Wiltshire Churches. 

1801. Mr. Sutton, of New Park, died, and Mr. Estcourt succeeded to the ownership and occupancy 
thereof.— Mr. Addington accepted the Premiership ; the corporation voted him a complimentary 
address. He concluded a treaty of peace with France ; public rejoicings in Devizes. Died, on the 
20tt September, Benjamin Blayney, rector of Poulshot, an eminent Hebrew scholar. 

1802. The Right Hon Mr. Addington and Joshua Smith, Esq., returned for the borough ; Henry P. 
Wyiidham and Ambrose Gknldard for the county. — Mr. Hunt's maiden speech (whidi was against 
the malt duty) was made at the latter nomination. 

1803. The Rev. Richard Elliott commenced his ministrations, as co-pastor to the Rev. Robert Sloper, 
at the Independent Chapel, which was soon after (1810) enlarged to greater proportions. 

1804. In Dec. the Addington ministry disolved and Mr. Addington accepted a Viscountqr. 

1805. The Corporation vote Lord Sidmouth a complimentary address on his elevation to the peerage. 
Thomas G. Escourt, esq., (Tory), of New Park, elected for the borough in his place.— Tne 
Melville impeachment a^tated the country this year, and provoked a public county meeting at 
Devizes in June, when M^. Hunt moved, and Mr. Collins, of Salisbury, seconded, some energetic 
resolutions of strong censure in amendment of the more qualified ones prepared by the comjnittee, 
which former were carried by acclamation.- Wadham Locke, esq., of Devizes, purchased Rowdefbrd 
of Mr. Wyatt. 
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1806. Mr. Pitt died, and the famous Coalition Ministiy coming in, saw jouug Lord Henry Petty (after- 
wards Marquis of Lansdowne) Chancellor of the Exchequer. — Joshua Smith and T. G. B. Estcourt, 
esq?., were re-elected for the borough ; H. P. Wyndham and Richard Long, esqs., for the county.— 
Mr. Hunt, in a published address, protesting against the two latter, and what he called " the 
dictatorship of the fieckhampton and Deptford OIudb." 

1807. The Coalition Ministry dismissed by the King in March, and the Portland Ministry formed.— 
The mayor and burgesses vote an address of thanks to His Majesty.— At the genersd election follow- 
ing, the same members were returned for borough and county.— Died William Eldridge, esq., of 
Old Park, aged 76; aud Wm. Long, esq., j.p., of Baynton.— Rev. P. Feist sue. Mr. Dyer at Old 
Baptist Ch. 

1808. New Town-hall opened ; Loid Sidmonth's marble bast was plaoed in the Council Chamber. A 
grand baU and supper in the new building. 

1809. The Rev. T. A. Methuen presented to the Rectory of Alloannings. The Methuens derive from a 
Scottish house ; and Methnen Castle (pronounced Mervin Castle) near Huntingtower in Perthshire, 
still stands as a memorial to the annquity of the name. The founder of the Wiltshire branch of 
the family appears to have been Paul Methuen, a Bradford dothier of the period of the civil war. 

1810. A Sheriff's Fund f6r regulating and reducing the expenses attending the office of High Sheriff 
had been in operation since 1767. It was now resolved to increase its efficiency. William Salmon, 
of Devizee, was appomted treasurer, and John Bull, steward. Amongst other things this society 
sought to abolish tne necessity for javelin men and trumpeters.— A lad who was accused of burning 
down Mr. Williams' schoolhouse at Bratton, hung himself in the Old Bridewell, at Devizes, while 
awaiting his trial.— June 7th, Mutiny of the 2nd Wilts Militia in Devizes ; suppressed the next day 
by Col. Lord Bruce and several troops of Teo. Cavalry, when Marmion, tiie ringleader, was flogged 
on tiie Green. 

1811. John Tylee, the first of that name, chosen Mayor. Failure of the ** Salisbury Bank " (Bowles, 
Ogden, and Wyndham), entailing untold distress. 

1812. T. G. Estcourt, Esq., M.P., and Joshua Smith, Esq., each presented to the Corporation of 
Devizes the sum of j62,5<)0, to enable that body to discharge its long-standing debt. The same 

fatlemen had previously given £1000 towards a similar object. Mr. G. Watson-Taylor, M.P., Mr. 
Pearoe, M.P., and other gentlemen also subscribed liberally.— (General Election, on the Earl of 
Liverpool's ministry coming in. Smith and Estoourt re-elected for the borough ; in the county 
Paul Methuen, of Corsham-heuse, succeeded Mr. Wyndham.— Rowdeford mansion rebuilt— 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 ANNALS OF DBVIZBS. 



'* Orator " Hunt was an ansucoeBsfol candidate at Bristol ; the others being Davis, Protheroe, and 
Sir Samnel Romilly. 

1813. Feb. 16. The ** Wiltshire Society" formed at Devizes under John Benett's presidency.— Rev. J. 
Handforth sue. Mr. Feist at Old Baptist Chapel.— August 11th. The Wiltshire Auxiliary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society establised at Devizes.— At the Salisbury Assizes this year a cape 
was decided declaring ** Conscience's Lane, near Devizes, to be a public carriage way, chargeable to 
the parish of Bowde. 

1814. New Market Gross raised. Benjamin Wyatt architect, John Singleton Clark, Esq., mayor ; cost 
£1,500— defrayed by Lord Sidmouth, " as a memorial of his grateful attachment to the Borough of 
Devizes, of which he had been Recorder 30 years, and of which he was six times unanimously 
chosen a representative in Parliament.''— Death of Edmund Estcourt, Esq. 

1815. June 18. Battle of Waterloo, and peace- celebrations in Devizes, when 100 guns were fired in 
the Market-place.— The Rev. C. Lucas licensed to the curacy.— County Bible meeting, at which 
Coleridge the poet, and the Revs. T. A. Methuen, R. Elliott, &c , were present.— Com law proposed, 
prohibiting the importation of com tiU it reached 80s. a quarter. Great agitation. Two countv 
meetings in its supi>ort, one at Warminster convened by Mr. J. Benett, which, through Mr. Hunt's 
tactics, proved a failure ; the other at Salisbury, with the like result, 20,000 persons signing a 
petition against the odious ** bread tax." 

1816. Jan. 4. First No. of Simpton^i Salisbury Gaeette.—Died, Mrs. Thomas Locke, whose house Mr. 
R. Waylen bought.— Mar. 21. County meetings on the national distress and property tax : Hunt 
and Cobbett speakers.— May 20. Mr, N. Gibson knocked down and robbed on the Coate-road, by 
Thos. Bibberd and Thos. Smith.— July 18. Manor and estate of AH Cannings (2,400 acres) offered 
for sale.— This year the building of the New Prison at Devizes wa? commenc^. - On the 8th of 
October, Mr. Gifford, of Seend, was attacked by two men, a short distance beyond the New Prison, 
about 8 o'clock in the evening, as he was walking home. They beat him in a shocking manner, 
and after robbing him of his gold watch and other valuables, left him for dead. Fortunately the 
mail coach arrived at the spot shortly after the robbery, and the guard observing a man lying 
across the road, and discovering who he was, informed Mr. Suiitli, the Postmaster, who immediately 
sent for Dr. Everett, Mr. Gifford's bruther-in-law. The two robbers were afterwards arrested on 
the borders of Gloucestershire, and on them was found some of Mr. Gifford's property. They were 
tried at the following March Assizes, and executed over the gate of the gaol at Fisherton. 

1817. Popular agitation consequent upon the Spa Fields Reform meetings, and a (supposed) attempt 
on the Prince Regent's life. In Feb. the mayor and burgesses voted a loyal address. — March 19. 
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A great county meeting in Devizes Market-place, Mr. Penmddooke, the sheriff, presiding, for the 
same object. Mr. Hunt in proposing an amendment to that of Mr. Benett (who had indulged in a 
scurrilous personal attack on the hon. gentleman) was mobbed by the Tory partizans, and (to quote 
his own words) '* but for the impenetrable j^halanx of gallant, brave, and Kind-hearted Wiltshire- 
men, who formed with their persons an impregnable bulwark to all the assaults of constables, 
bullies, and blackguards, urged on by the mayor (Stephen Neate and his myrmidons, the conse- 
quences might have proved very serious." Mr. Ck)bbett, who was to have attended the meeting, 
had fled to America. —May 14. '* Wiltshire Society *' founded in London.— June 20. Died, Mrs. 
Paradice (the last of an old respectable family), aged 70.— Oct. Thomas Moore, the poet, visited 
Bowood, and took Sloperton-cottage, which the family entered Nov. 18.— In Nov. Queen Charlotte, 
accompanied by a daughter, the Princess Elizabeth, passed through Devizes on their way to Bath. 

1818. Qea, Election : T. G. B. Estcourt and John Peaice (Tories) returned to Parliament for the 
borough ; Paul Methuen and Wm. Long Wellesley for the county ; John Bennett, Esq., of Pyt- 
house, an unsuccessful candidate.— Sept. 22. Died, the Rev. Robert Sloper.— 24. Thomas Moore's 
eldest son, Thomas Lansdowne, bom at Sloperton Cottage. 

1819. March 19. Died, Joshua Smith, of Erlestoke, esq.— July 1. The publication of Simpson's 
Oateite removed to Devizes.— July 16. Commencement of contest between Sir John Dugdale Astley 
and John Benett ; nomination at Devizes.— August 2. Mr. Salmon gave a feU champetre in the 
grounds of Drew's-pond, at which all the eiite of the town and neighbourhood were present, indud- 
ipg Tom Moore, who thus described it : ** A beautiful place, and everything gay and riant ; a boat 
on the little lake, musicians playing on the island in the middle of it, tents pitched, &c., &c." — 16th. 
The *' Manchester Massacre,'' and arrest of Messrs. Hunt (chairman), Johnstone, Saxton, Fitton, 
and Knight, on a charge of high treason.— 21. Astley entered Devizes from Marlborough, attended 
by an immense concourse, who in the evening smashed the windows of Messrs. Oent, R. Waylen, 
Pontin, George Sloper, and Hull.— Mr. Benett elected by 183 majority.— Thomas Estcourt, sen., 
esq., of Shipton Moyne, father of the borough member, died at an advanced age.— 24. Dinner to 
Mr. Benett at the^Mr, Mr. Locke chairman.— A requisition, signed by Lord Arundell, the Duke of 
Somerset, Lord Audover, Sir J. C. Hobhouse, and 360 other leading freeholders, for a county meet- 
ing, to demand an inquiry into the conduct of the Manchester magistracy, was presented to the 
sheriff, Mr. John Long, who refused compliance therewith.— Nov. Erlestoke bought of Mr. J. 
Smith's trustees for j62O0,00O, by Watson Taylor, Esq. 
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1820. At the general election Mr. Locke ansooceasfally contested the borough with Mr. Pearce, who 
was returned, with Mr. Estcoort ; for the coonty Messrs. Benett and Astley were ret., Mr. Wellesley 
retiring.— Very severe cold, snow 8 ft. deep in some parts. JB322 subscribed for the poor.— Feb. 5. 
W. H. Grubbe, of Eastwell, esq., died.— Very warm summer, glass in Devizes 93 deg. in the shade. 
—Aug. Mr. W. Harrison opened his Panath<bna. or '* Temple of Arts," fai High -street.— The 
abandonment of the ministerial bill to impeach the Queen was celebrated with popular rejoicings in 
Devizes on the 11th, 12th, and 13th Nov. ; on the evenmg of the latter day three- fourths of the 
householders illuminated, in the face of a virtual prohibition by the mayor and corporation, the 
most noteworthy being the houses of Messrs. B. Anstie, R. Waylen, G. Sloper, J. d)x, the Rev. 
Messrs. Lucas ^ Ellioib, the ** Black Swan," and the ** Castle'^ Inns.— 20th The mayor refused 
oomplianoe with a requisitioii for a public meeting to congratulate the Queen on ** her happy escape 
from the late conspinuT^ against her honour and dignity." 

1821. June 25. One of the last " dngle-fltiok" combats, at Dunkirk, in which (among others) the 
don^ty Bobt. Fidler was victor.— July 19. Coronation Day, mat festivities ; conducted however 
on ti^e then orthodox, but now happOy exploded, sectarian model : 400 " church" children eat their 
beef and pudding in front of the J\>wn-haU, while 500 ** dissenting" juveniles were similarly em- 
ployed at the back of Hillworth-house : the mayor and a more miwellaneous company cloeing the 
loyal programme by a dinner at the " Bear Inn.".— Aug. 7. Died, Her gracious Majesty the Queen 
Consort, aged 58 ; most of the inhabitants went into mourning.— Wheat crops much damaged by 
rain.— Nov. 20. Died Gecr^ Sloper, esq., of Sheep-street, the ** father of the corporation," 
three times mayor, and eight vears obamberlain; heir his nephew, G. Elgar Sloper, of 
Btohilhampoo, esa. During this year « an Unparalleled Exhibition, combining rational 
amusement with fine specimens of the arts," styled ** The Panathene, or Temple of Arts," 
was opened hi a spacious moveable building, erected in High-street, by W. Harrison, F.8.A. 
The exhibition afterwards taken to Baih» Bristol, and London. 

1822. Opened with heavy rains and floods. In March a subscription was opened for a British and 
ForelffQ school building ; Mr. Waylen gave afreehold site hi Northgate-street. Sub. also for a town 
school, towards which Mr. W. Taylor gave £40— 29th. Died Mrs. Ghdsford of Devizes, aged 90— 
Mav 24. Theatre in the Green (now Mr. Mullings' shop) opened for a short season by Mr. Manager 
Pollard, with a « grand spectacle of George IVs Coronation "—June 14. The Rev. Mr. Lediard's 
house broken open and robbed.— July 14. Sermons preached In several places of worship on 
behalf of the distressed Irish : oollection at St. John's and St. Mary's £91 18s. 6d., at the 
Independent Chapel £19 14s., at the " Presbytoian " ditto £10 lis.; private suboiptioiis, 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNAIiS OF DBVIZB8. 17 



£60 16b. 6d.--Aiig. 22, Mr. Hunt's De?ize8 admirers sent him a sympathetic memorial, with 12 
goineas,— Sept. 30, Urchfont Ohapel dedicated by the Rev. Messrs. Elliott, Sweetapple, and Guard. 
—First public possession of the *' Odd-fellows," who attended St Mary's Ohurch, when Mr. Lucas 
preached, and dinner at the ''Saracen's Head.'*— Oct. 30th Rev. J. Mayo elected chaplain of the 
New Prison.— Mr. Hunt's term of imprisonment expiring this day, 79 gentlemen met him at public 
breakfast at Ilchester, and, with Sir Charles Wolseley, he proceeded to London, attended by 
immense crowds, where on the 11th Not. he was welcomed by the largest concourse ever gathered 
in England, conducted in a barouch and six to the Eagle Tavern, where 300 gentlemen met him at 
dinner.— On the morning ot Friday, the 22nd of February, 1822, an alarming insurrection of the 
prisoners confined in the New Prison, Deyizes, took place. After they had ti^en this exercise, they 
refused to return to their cells. This was in consequence of some altmtion having been made in the 
diet of the prisoners, whose cry was " Bread or Blood." The^yenor sent for the Mayor, Mr. Henrv 
Butcher, for assistance, who sent to the prison the head constables of the borough, Au. T. B. Smith 
and Mr. Grook. On their arrival they found theii servioes useless, there being at the time nearly 
300 prisoners under confinement. The mayor then swore in about SMK) tradesmen and others of the 
town, as special constables. Thus the mutiny, which commenced about 9 a.m. was quelled about 
4 p.m. In the meantime, two of the visiting magistrates of the prison had arrived, and by their 
omers three or four of the rioters were tiM up and well flogged. Thus the only riot that has 
occurred jn DeviMs prison was subdued. 

1823. Jan. 2. Grand fanoy-dresa ball given by Mr. Hardman of OUi Park, to many of the inhabitants 
of Devizes.— Great distress prevdUng this winter, and as much as £347 was raised for Devisses poor, 
and expended in blankets, coal, ana provisions.— March 1. Black Dog Inn on the Lavington road 
burnt down.— April 28. Extensive injury perpetrated on the sheep and plantation of Mr. Tanner, 
of Urchfont.— May 8. A new coach, *' the Constitution," commenced running between Devizes and 
Bath, and another called "the Sovereign," between Devises and Cheltenham.— John Russell, 
Moore's second son bom.— Mr. Thomas Hall, sold Park-cottage, and left the town- for the 
residence, of his friend, Mr. Curling.— June 2. Mr. Charles l^lee retired from the ** D<)vizee 
Bank."— Sept. 4, Colonel (afterwards Major-General) Wm. Hull, visited Devises, his 
native town, after 25 vears* absence in India. Dinner paxty given to him by Mr. Hughes ; Tom 
Moore, Bev. J. Mayo, sc., guests.— 31. Devastating etorm, damage principally at Erieetoke and 
New Park.— Farm produce nad so fidlen in value since the peace of 1815, that Mr. Hunt records 
that shice the peace sUm cheese sold in Devizes market for six shillings thecwt., and wheat had 
dropped from £B0 to £5 the load. 
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1824. Tom Moore, and Lord J. RusmU at the annlTersary dinner of the '* Wilts Friendly Society,"— 
June 17, Washington Ir?ing Tisited Sloperton, and was entertained at Bowood, Spye-park, &c. 
Aug. 13. Moore's infant son christened at Bromham, Lord John Russell standing godfather. 

1825. Jan. 22. The " Borough Improvement Act," for paving, gas lighting, deansing, watching, and 
improving the town, rececived the royal assent ; the execution of its provision placed in the hands 
of 110 resident commissioners ; Messrs. Estcourt and Pearce and Wt, Watson Taylor each gave 
£1,000 towiurds the expenses, the principal residents liberally following their example. 

1826. At the general election J. Pearce, esq., was re-elected, and W. Taylor, of Erleetoke, esq., was 
returned in the place of Mr. Estcourt, who was elected for Oxford University.— March 1 , Moore, on 
invitation, attended the election dinner at the Bear, and made an eloquent speech.— Aug. 7, Bible 
Society anniversay, Mr. W. Taylor, chairman, held in the Court-house, the use of the Assembly- 
room being refused by the chamberUdns, Messrs. Bayntun and Everett. —Oct. 12. Died, in his 79th 
year, W. Salmon, sen., esq., of Southbroom- house. —Sept. 1. Col. Napier, the military historian, 
enters on the occupation of Battle-bouse, Bromham. 

1827. Jan. 12. Died, Mrs. Waylen, widow of Mr. William Waylen, fai her 100th year.— Rev. J. Hitch- 
cook succeeded Mr. Handford as pastor of Old Baptist Chapel.— Aug. 14. The great Erlestoke Fete 
given by Mr. Taylor. Mr. and Mrs. Moore, with many notabilities, present, altogether more than 
500 ffuests.— Numerous petitions sent by each of the dissenting congregations of the town, for the 
repeia of the Sacramental Test Act. Nov. James Tilby, a Devizes attorney, conducted a suit in 
the King*s Bench against the Corporation, requiring them to show cause by what authority they 
exercised their office. He was non- suited. 

1828. April, Test and Corporation Repeal Bill passed.— May 8-9-12. Debate in the Commons on Sir 
F. Burdett's motion in behalf of Catholic Emancipation, which was carried by 272 against 266. At 
the succeeding conference with the Loids, the Government consented to assume tbe question. Oct. 
1. County Subscription Reading Room established : Mr. T. B. Smith secretary.— Provisions and 
dothuig lavishly distributed to the poor of Erlestoke by Mr. Taylor. The Wiltshire Friendly 
Society was established in this year. Oct. 24 Dr. Brabant drew up a statement relative to Alexandra 
Magdalena Frederick von Dacheuhausen, a Polish Countess who had found her way to Devizes after 
being victinised by a Captain Frederick, sometime a resident in this town. A subscription was 
thereupon set on foot to obtain her admittance into a Polish Convent. Her husband attempting to 
get married again, was convicted in Hanover of bigamy, and died in prison at Hameton, in 
Germany, in 1831. 
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1829. Jan. 27. Died, Mr. Wm. Biggn, for many years a deacon of the Independent Ohnrch.— 28. 
Sale of the Bev. Henry Bayntnn's property m houses and lands ; Browfort fetched £2,000, his 
hoas« in Long-street (which had cost him £4,000), £1,900, Lyecroft £560, &c., &c Feb. 8, Died, 
at Sloperton Cottage, aged 16, Anastatia, daughter of Thomas Moore.— 18th, T. Estcourt, jun., 
esq., elected for Marlborough.— April 4th, LokI Ridmouth makes his last speech in Parliament, 
bmng against the 3rd reading of Catholic Relief Bill, which was carried by 213 for and 104 
against.— Died, Saiah, widow of Wm. Adlam, esq., aged 99.— Oct. 18th. Died, aged 73, James 
Gent, esq.— Not. 29. The Duke of Gloucester Tints Erlestoke.— Dec. HeaTy snows about DeTizes. 

1830. Jan. 19. Road to Marlboro* impassable from snow.— June 2. The ReT. Robert Hall preached 
at the Presbyterian Chapel.— 26. Wm. Tanner, esq., of Lockeridge, sailed on his colonising 
expedition to Swan RiTer, with 50 labourers.— July 19th. Died, the ReT. James Biggs, Baptist 
Minister^ aged 80; succeeded by the ReT. J. 8. Brunce. August 2. Messrs. PearceandW. 
Taylor re-elec. for the borough ; Sir J. D. Astley k John Benett for the coun^. T. B. Macaulay 
for Calne.— 17. County meeting at DeTises to congratulate the King on his accession.— 21.— 
Married, T. H. S. fistoourt, esq., m.p., to Lucy Sarah, daughter of Admiral Frank Sotheron, m.p., 
of Kirklington. Oct. 23-4-5. The Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria at Erlestoke, where 
Lord and Lady Sidmouth, the borough and county members, Uie mayor, Tom Moore, ftc., by 
iuTitation met them.— Dec. Mr. H. Hunt, elected for Preston, defeating Lord Stanley, afterward 
Earl of Derby.— Jm the autumn of 1830 serious riots broke out in Wiltshire, by agricultural 
labourers, owing to the scardtr of labour, which was supposed to haTe been caused by the intro- 
duction of machinery in agricultural operations. On the rioters approaching DeTises, the promptest 
measures were taken by the Mayor of the town and other magistrates, who swore in as special con- 
stables, almost cTery ablebodied man m the town and neighbourhood. A large number of machinee 
were destroyed, and Tarious ricks and bams set on fire. The DeTuses troop of Yeomanry being 
cdled out, marched to Woodborough, and charging the rioters they succeeded in capturing 
upwtfds of s&xtj prisoners, who were brought to DeTizes, and on the morrow committed to the 
Assises for trial. This, effectually quelled the riots. Considerable alarm was ezdted by a report 
that the doth weaTers from Bradford and Trowbridge were to meet at Warminster, and marching 
thence effect a junction with the rioters at DeTizes, and then demolish the prison. A special 
commission was appointed for the counties of Berks, Hants, and Wilts, and the prisoners were tried 
at Salisbury and punished by transportation or imprisonment. During this year the Duchess of 
Kent, with the Princess (afterward Queen) Victoria, arriTed at DeTizes on the way to Erlestoke 
Park, and changed horses at the Bear Hotel. 
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1831 .—A reqnisltioii from 40 houBeholdera for a public mating to Bopport tiie Grej (Reform) ministry, 
being refused by the msvor (John North), Messrs. B. and GK Anstie, Tilbj, Waylen, Fowler, 
Heard, Saunders, Wall, Bullock, Armstrong, and Giddings, called it in their own names, for the 
2nd Feb., when Mr. Waylen filled the chair ; Messrs. Ijoeke, Anstie, Wall, Knight, and Heard, 
taking part in it. At the dissolution, by the King, of the then refractory Parliament in April, the 
same gentlemen called a second public meeting to address the Grown in support of reform, when 
Mr. Locke occupied the chair: Mr. Scott, J. P., Col. Napier, Messrs. 0. L. Phipps, B« Waylen, B. 
Anstie, Ounnington, Armstrong, and Fowler, spoke to resolutions. Gol. Napier's speech was an 
*• event " in our borough history, and has been pronounced the most eloquent he ever deliTered.— 
General Election. Messrs. Pearoe and Taylor, Tories, re-elected by the cotporation, for the 
borough ; Messrs. Benett, and Astlcy for the county.— Sept. 16. First annual meeting of the 
Wilts Anti-Slayery Society, W. Locke in the chair.— 21. Reform Bill passed the Commons. To 
strengthen the hands of ministers in the Lords, pubMc meetings were everywhere held : that at 
Devizes at the Bear, on the 30th, when Robert Waylen was called to the chair, who made another 
stirring speech, followed hy Wadham Locke, Col. Napier, B. Anstie, W. B. CartWright, S. 
Whitchurch, H. Saunders, and A. Armstrong.— Oct. 28. Great county meeting for the same 
object held in the Market-place, the High Sheriff presiding, the flarls of Suffolk and Radnor, Sir 
A. Malet, Sir J. D. Astley, Colonel Napier, Captain Bouverie, Messrs. G. P. Scrope, Fulwai Craven, 
W. Locke, H. Joy, H. Napier, and J. Awdry, speakers.— A counter declaration to the resolutions 
of this meeting was signed by 111 ** proprietors and inhabitants of the county,'' including 8 peers, 
and 9 magistrates, most of the old dose corporate bodies, clergymen, tenants of the above, &c.— 
Oct. 29, 30, 31. Sanguinary Bristol riots and fire —Nov. 16. Banquet given by Devizes leformers 
to the Marquis of Lansdowne, the High Sheriff in the chair. C. L. Pnipps, vice ; an eloquent speech 
from Moore. 

1832.— Feb. 1st. Mr. S. Watson Taylor attained his ma]<Mity ; great festivities at Erlestoke.— April 16. 
Devizes Dispensary founded.— May 7. Ministnr defeated in the Lords.— 14th. Earl Grey resigned. 
— 15t^. Public reform meeting at the Bear, Mr. Locke in the chair.— Barl Grey recalled by the 
King.— Reform Bill passed the Lords June 4; rec«>ived royal assent, 7th. July 31. "Reform 
Festival " on the Green, Dr. Brabant in the chair ; the prooMsion numbered 1600, 106 being horse- 
men, 72 of whom bore banners ; the company (upwards of 1200) occupied 8 tables, eac 150 feet 
long. The evening closed by fireworks and an (almost) general illumination. Messrs. Locke and 
Gore invited to stand for the first Reformed Parliament.— Aug. 9. Admiral Sir Phillip Durham, 
C.B., who had offered himself as a third candidate for the m>rough, entered the town with Sir 
Theophilus Lee, Captain Tayler, Lieuts. Budd and Gleeeon, and a numerous cavalcade.— 10th. 
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Southbroom Ohuroh re-opened, after extenuTe enlargement, by Aroh. Maodonald and Ber. A. 
Smith, the incumbent.^Koy. 14th. Mr. Edridge, candidate, with Astley and Benett, for the new 
northern division of the county, addreaeed the Sectors of this locality at the Bear ; Bfr. Waylen, 
the only opposing speaker, replied in support of the other caadidates.— Dec. 10. Berough Election , 
Dr. Headley proposed and Mr. Waylen seconded Wadham Locke ; Mr. Hughes proposed and Mr. 
B. Anstie seconded Montague Gk>re ; Gapt. Tayler proposed and Mr. J. Hayward seconded Sir 
Phillif Durham : Locke, 216 ; Gore, 166 ; Durham, 94.— 15th. North Wilts Election : Methuen, 
1835 ; Astley, 1683 ; Edridge, 403. —24th. Devizes election dinner at the Bear, Mr. Hughes in the 
chair ; speeches by Dr. Headley, Messrs. Oartwright, G. W. Anstie, R. Waylen, &c.~-During the 
Reform strujBgle, a humorous, though in some respeds an offensively personal, pasquinade, m the 
form of a ** f?agi-comedy," was published in periodical issues under Tory auspices, in ridicule of 
the principal local actors, whose sobriquets were— ** Oapt. Mainstay," Oaptain Tayler; "Falstaff 
Raldgh," B. Anstie ;** MontMQuet Vestris," Montagu Gore; *< Mahiga Vintner," Bdw. Ings ; 
<* Yankee Raleigh," George W. Anstie, ** Culvert Raleigh," J. O. AnsUe ; ** Captain Bee," Lieut. 
Budd; << Analysis Calomel," J. T.Heard; << Admiral Dee," Sir P. Durham ; *' Cicero Sj^tfig," 
E. Sedgfleld; **Goliah Weathercock," T. Scott, J.P.; ** Hookey Bone-dust," Peter Walker; 
*• Hotspur Treasure-trove," M. Hazeland ; ** Mr. Key," W. Lodce, «* Inigo Lansdowne," W. B. 
Cartwright; '* Hugo Dotage," W. Hughes; ** Latitat Leatherhead," J. W. Wall; *< Quotation 
Gaeette," G. Simpson : ** Quixote Leach," J. Fowler ; *' Rotunda Tricolor," E. Waylen ; 
**Rufu8 Dividend,^ J. Armstrong; *< Yulcanus Emeiy," S. Whitchurch; *' Stratford Water- 
proof," W. Shakepeare.; **Scribleru8 Cue," C. T. Sartam ; *' Momus Ducat " H. Saunders, sen. ; 
** Maccaroni Mastiff," C. Hook ; *<Black Diamond Dip" J. Randall ; ** Adonis Tarpot." J. Gregory ; 
Alienus Gabble," R. Gaby.— This year the withdrawal of Watson Taylor from Erlestoke vras 
attended bv a sale of the costly furniture, works of art, &c., of that superbly-appointed establish- 
ment, which occupied many days, and was most numerously attended.— Thomas Hill, esq., 
rebuilt Hiilworth-house. 
1833— In May, the Rev. E. J. Phipps succeeded to the rectorship, void by Mr. Lediard's death, on the 
presentation of the Lord Chancellor.- 28th Mr. Estoourt, sen., res. the Recordership, to which Mr. 
Ludlow Bruges succeeds.- July 22. Meeting to found a Mechanics' Institution, the Mayor chair- 
man, supported by Chptain Tttyler, Messrs. Estcourt (who delivered the inagural lecture), Salmon, 
Waylen, P. Anstie, Rev. C. Lucas, Ac., who each contributed liberally to start it.— Sunday even- 
ing services commenced at St. John's.- Died, Mrs. Crook, in her 103rd year.— Aug. 20. Bible 
Society anniversary meeting, Mr. Locke in the chair ; the new rector takes part in it.— Sep. 8. St. 
John's first lighted with gas. 23-24. Roundway Races, C. B. Reynolds clerk of the course ; grand 
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ball.— Oct. 17. Rowde church re-opened after repairs.— 23rd., Theatre opened br Davenport.— 
28th. Died in London, Samuel A. G. Bajntun, aged 27.— 30th. 20 of the DeTises beat SO of the 
Halmeebury Yeomanry in the sword exercise in the Market-place.— Oct. 12. Da?enport, after a fair 
but brief Fall season here, opened the Andorer theatre for the winter.— 17th. New room opened by 
Literary and Scientific Institution in High-street.— Not. 14. Died, at Rowdeford, Sarah, 2nd 
daughter of W. Locke, M.P.— Petition for the remoral of Assise-courts to Defiles numerously 
signed. 

1834— Feb. 4. Second sessions of the Refonned Pariiament opened.— 9. Mr. Ohas. Pearson Tisited 
Defiles to asoertain whether (as was alleged) Mr. Qore*s supporters were ** dissatisfled with him,*' 
and was assured by them that they *' were wo^'*— 10. Writ ordered for the return of a member in the 
room of Mr. Gknre, who had accepted Uie stewardship of the Ohiltem Hundreds.— 11. Adm. Dur- 
ham arrif es, and commences an aotif e caufass. Messrs. G. W. Anstie and Whitchurch wait on Sir 
J. G. Hobkouse to infite his candidature, for which kowefer there is no time, as on the 17th the nomi- 
nation took place, when on a show of hands the Admiral was declared elected. — Apr. 1. Mr. Meek 
eleeted olerk to the magistrates of the difision, in the room of Mr. Ings.— 9. In answer to the re- 
quisition of 200 proper^ holdm, a public meeting, the Mayor presid^g, was held to promote the 
remofal of oneoff tiie Assiies to Defiies ; speeches by Adm. Durham, W. Locke, 0. Trinder, G. E. 
aoper, J. W. Wall, T. B. Smith, and the Bef . T. A. Methuen. It being sUted that £10,000 would 
be required, Admiral Durham promised iS500 ; then or soon afterwards was added by Messrs. P. 
Methuen, Sir J. Astley, W. Locke, J, Fuller, J. Neeld, R. O. Long, J. Pearce, and the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, it200 each ; by the Earl of Suffolk and Sir J. 0. Hobhouse £100 each ; by Sir F. Bur- 
dett. Gen. Popham, Oolonel Olifier, Ref . T. A. Methuen, R. Waylen, Ool. Wameford, J. E. A. 
Sharky, J. Tiiby, W. Salmon, G. E. Sloper, W. Hughes, B. Hall, and Ool. Hicks, £60 each ; A. 
GoddaM £40 ; and other subscriptions ranging from £30 downwards. Influential town and oountiy 
committees hafing been appointed, the amount was soon made up to £8860 : the new building and 
site ooet £7167, and the baumce was completed by a county rate.— 18th. Southbroom National 
Schools opened.— fliay 2. Ohippenham New Miurket-house opened.— June 6. Meeting of the 
*' Labourers' Friend Sodety." Arch Biacdonald in the chau ; returns from Mr. Estoout, Ool. 
Olifier, Ref. T. A. Methuen, Mr. Waylen, and Lord Churohili's agent, on whose lands the small 
allotment sf stem had been adopted, exhibited the best results.— 8. Mar. of W. H. Ludlew Bruges, 
esq., the Recorder, to Agnes, dau. of Oapt. Pea roddooke. —A sharp public correspondeBoe between 
the Ref. Messrs. Lucas and Elliott, for ind against the union of dburch and state.— Aug. 1. Aboli- 
tion of slaf ery in the West Indies ; a strong feeling in faf our of the measure hafing been mani- 
fested at Defises (as elsewhere) and public meetings held under the auspices of 1^ Wilts Aati* 
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Slayery society.— 12th. DeviEes and North Wilts Races on Ronndway Hill.— Sept. 29. Mr. J. 8. 
Clark, the last of the close corporation mayoralty appointments, sworn into office. — Dec. 5. Mar. 
in London, of Henry Hunt, jun., to Katheiine, dau. of the late Col. Yinoe, of Gliffe-hall. 

1835. Died at Nonsuch-house, aged 65, James Norris, esq., the last of his race.— Feb. Died, Henry 
Hunt, sen., Hffed 62.— General Election. An exciting contest between the Hon. Philip PlerdeU 
BouTene (Whig) and Adm. Durham. At tht nomination (Jan. 5) R. Biggs proposed and G. E. 
Sloper seconded Mr. Locke ; Captain Taylor proposed and H. Butcher, sen., seconded Admiral 
Durham ; Wm. Hughes proposed and B. Anstie seconded Mr. BouTerie : Locke, 240 ; Durham, 154 ; 
Bouyerie, 96. — August 8. Moore receiyes intelligence from the Marquis of Lansdowne of a pension 
granted him by the King of £300 a year.— The assizes first held in Deyizes ; great cayalcade of 
horsemen and i^rocession of inhabitants to meet the judges.— Oct. 21. Died, Wadham Locke, M.F. 
128 electors inyite Thomas Estcuurt, jun., to stand for Deyises.— Nov. 9. Henry Saundeis, esq., the 
first Mayor under thf> Corporation Reform Act, sworn into office. The first aldermen chosen were 
Dr. Brabant. John William Wall, Robt. Waylen, Thomas J. Heard, Willism Cunnington, and 
Richard Biggs. The borough officers were : Town Clerk, William Salmon ; recorder, W. H. L. 
Bruges ; chamberlains, Paul Anstie and William Tanner ; clerk of the peace, Wm. Salmon ; clerk 
to the justices, George W. Anstie ; coroner, C. F. Sartain.— 24th. Borough Election. J. Hayward 
proposed and J. Crockett seconded Mr. Estcourt, of New Park ; Dr. &abant proposed and R. 
Waylen, sec., Capt. J. W. D. Dundas, of Barton-court: Sstcourt, 157 ; Dundas, 145.— Married, 
F. A. S. Locke, of Rowdeford, esq., 2nd son of the late Wadham Locke, to Katharine Harriet, 
eldest daughter of Captain Sir Thomas Fellowes, K.C.B., of Leigh-house. 

1836. Feb. 10. Admiral Durham haying retired from the representation of the borough, Capt. Dundas 
was elected in his place. — Deyizes Union Workhouse built.— In pursuance of the Municipal Cor- 
porations Act, Mr. Paul Anstie and his brother Chamberlain drew up and published an historical 
abstract of the finances of the borough, preliminary to tiie adoption of a series of able measures 
haying for their object the liquidation of the old debt and the future solyency of the corporation. 

1837. •' Wfltshire Independent," started Jan. 3. Anti Church rate public meeting, G. W. Anstie, 
esq., in the chair : formation of the *' Deyi7.es Church-rate Abolition Society."— Mr. Estcourt, sen. 
haying resigned the chairmanship of the quarter sessions, held by him for 30 years, Mr. Ludlow 
Bruges was elected in his place.— 9th. A Conseryatiye club, called the " Constitutional Associa- 
tion,^* formed, George Giddings and Henry Butcher, jun., secretaries.- 25th.— Sir J. C. Hobhouse 
commences tenancy at Erlest&e.— April 18th Mar. of G. P. Jeryois, esq., to Anme Maria Seliua, 
eldest daughter of the late W. Locke, esq.— Mr. Frederick Harris elected coroner, yice 0. F. 
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SartaiD, deceased. — May 1 1 . Wool market fully re-eetablished. —June. Rey. J. Medlicotfc succeeds 
to the Vicarage of Potterae.— June 20. Accession of Uueen Victoria. — July 24th. Devizes 
Election : Mr. T. H. Sotheron Estcourt and Captain Dundas returned without opposition. — Aug. 
3rd. County Election : Walter Long proposed by Major Olivier, sec. by J. L. Phillips ; Sir F. 
Burdett pro. by W. Heneage, sec. by T. Bruges ; P. Methuen pro. by C. L. Phipps. sec. by T. 
Saunders. B., 1756 ; L. 1499 ; H., 1402.— Remarkably mUd Christmas, glass at 60 deg. This 
year Mr. T. H. S. Estcourt removed from New-park to Bowden-park. 

1838. March 24. Devizes Election, consequent on Capt. Dundas's acceptance of Clerkship of the 
Ordnance ; Dundas 109, G. W. Heneage 102.— ifarch 12. and all the week. Sale of effects at 
Southbroom-house, Mr. Salmon removing to London.— May 14. Rev. B. C. Dowding ins. to South- 
broom— June 28 Coronation day ; public festivities, mayor (Mr. Heard) in the chair. 29th W. 
Salmon resigned the Town Clerkship, to which Mr. Meek was appointed. — July 17. Coronation 
ball.— Oct. Capt. .Dundas being unseated on petition, Mr. Heneage took his place. A superb 
service of plate was presented to the former by his Devizes supporters.— Salem (Baptist) Chapel 
built. 

1839. Jan. 26th. Anti-Com-law repeal public meeting at the Castle Inn, C. L. Phipps, esq., in the 
chair.— Feb. 7. Died, Adm. Southeron.— March 16. Great ** national convention of Chartists at 
Crown and Anchor, London, Mr. Frost in the chair ; A public meeting of the same fraternity in 
Devizes, on the 22nd March, followed by another in the Market-place, April 1st, which was dis- 
persed by the mob.— 9th. Rev. A. Manning succeeded Mr. Mayo, as chaplain of the New Prison. — 
Dec. 2L Lord John Russell and his three children arrived on a visit to Sloperton. 

1840. Feb. 10. Public festivities on occasion of the Queen's marriage.— March. New Park purchased 
hy Edward Colston, Esq., of Filkius-hall, Oxfordshire.- June 8. The old St. Mary's Chapel Union 
Club dissolved ; £400 divided amongst the members.— Great teetotal meeting, addresses from the 
Rev. Messrs. Lucas, Elliott, &c.— 13th. " WUts Topographical Society*' formed, G. P. Scrope. Esq., 
in the chair.- 26th. County meeting at the Town-h^ to congratulate the Queen on her marriage, 
the high sheriff in the chair. — A Roman pavement at Bromham unearthed.— Nov. Died, Major- 
General William Hull, to whose memory his widow erected a fine tablet in St. Mary's Church. 

1841. Jan. 14. Great inundation at Shrew ton, resulting in an unprecedented destruction of property : 
to repair which, so lavish were the contributions of a sympathising public, that a handsome balance 
was left in the committee's hands for investment on behalf of toe sufferers, many of whom were 
actually gainers by the flood.— April. Rev. W. Withingtoa chosen pastor of the Old Baptist 
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Cbapel.—May 3l8t. The Great Western Railway opened to Ohippenham.— Mr. Meek bought Hill- 
worth -bouse and park of Mr. Hall, who left DeTises.— June 30. Borough Election ; T. H 8. 
fistcourt and G. W. Heneage returned without opposition.— July 9. Sir F. Burditt and W. Long 
returned f r North Wilts.— Service of plate presented to Dr. Dyke on his leaving Devizes for Cor- 
sham.— Oct. 31st. Died, at his residence in the Market-place, Mr. Robert waylen, aged 70, 
the last clothier of the town, and, by common consent, in his day its greatest benefisu^tor. Mr. 
Waylen had at one time employed oyer 1000 workpeople, to the principal of whom he bequeathed 
legacies of from £20 to £50 each, besides £100 to the Bible Sodety, and £100 to the London 
Missionary Society. — 17-18-19. Sale at Broadleas, consequent on Mr. J. T^lee's departure, whose 
estate was bought by the Rev. W. Maskell.— 24th. County meeting to congratulate the Queen on 
the birth of the Prince of Wales, the high sheriff in the chair. 

1842. Jan. Great public celebration in honour of the Prince's birth.— 19th. Died, at ETerleigh-house, 
Sir J. D. Astley, many year« one of the county members —Lord and Lady Palmerston visited 
Bowood.— May. Much p(n;>ular excitement at the enclosure by Mr. Oolston of the favourite public 
resort, *' Sheep- Wash Dell,'' which was objected to both on the grounds of the deprivation suffmd 
and the iUegalify of the act.— July 28. Sir F. Burdett presided at the annual wool nuirket dinner, 
many notabilities prdsent.— Aug. 12. Mr. Salmon resigned the office of Cleric of the Peace for the 
borough ; Mr. C Hulb^rt elected thereto.— Oct. Young Tom Moore, who had sold his commission 
in ln<ua, obtained this autumn a lieutenancy in the French service. Poor fellow ! from bad to 
worse was the consequence. Writing from Algiers soon after his arrival, he tells his father he was 
*' twenty times worse off than he was in India;" and so it proved, for, with a delicate frame, 
Algiers ere long proved his grave.— Nov. 9rh The Conservatives having succeeded in the complete 
reeovery of the reins of municipal government, had elected Mr Crockett, sen., to the mayoralty, 
who this day, with the town council, in full official robes bedight, attended by all the ancient 
symbols of office (which had been laid aside for 7 years), went m procession to St. John's Church, 
as formerly, where thev were entertained by a strong political seimon from Mr. Phipps, the rector, 
from Jer. xxx, 21-2, which wag followed by a sumptuous banquet in the Town-hiall. — Nov. 23. 
Died at Sloperton, John Russell Moore, second son of the poet, aged 19.— Dec. 5. Died, Valentine 
Leach, Esq., for some years alderman of the borough, aged 66.— 26th. Died, Mr. James Randell, 
coal merchant, Ac., an ex-councilman, greatly respected for integrity and public spirit. 

1843. Jan. 14. Fire in New Park-street ; over £100 raised by public subscription for the sufferers.— 
April 25. Subscription opened for the repair and restoration of St. John's chancel and side chapels. 
—Aug. 23. Marlborough College opened ; Rev. Dr. Wilkinson, principal. 
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1844. Jan. 23. Died, Sir F. Burdett, M.P. for N. WUts, aged 74.— Feb. 7. Corn Law meeting at the 
Bear Hotel. Mr. Qeorge Brown, chairman ; and formation of the '* North Wilts Agricoltoral 
Protection Society." — 11th. Devizes Election. Col. Ohvier proposed and U. Butcher seconded 
Mr. Bruges ; Paul Anstie proposed and James Wa/len seconded Mr. Christopher Temple : B., 202 ; 
T.y 67. An objection was taken to the return of Mr. Bruges, on the ground of his filling the 
Beoordership, which he resigned, and Mr. U. A. Merewether was appointed in his place.— 10th. 
Mr. Edridge, who had accepted an invitation to stand for North Wilts, withdrew, and Mr. T. S. 
Estoourc was elected without oppoeitiou.— I5th. Died, Lord Viscount Sidmouth, aged 87 ; succeeded 
in his title, ftc, bj his son, the Rev. Leonard Sidmouth, bom 1794, father of the late M.P. for 
Devizes. —2l8t. Great Anti-Com-law meeting of 6,000 at CJovent Garden, De\izes deputies present. 
— Ma7 26th. Bustard Inn burnt down.— 28th. Fig show at the Ekn Tree Inn.- Oct. 16th. St. 
John's Church re-opened.— Nov. 1. Mr. S. W. Tajlor, after 12 jears' absence from Wilts, visits 
his famUy estates. Met at Cheverell bj his tenants, and received a congratulatory address from 
them ; Ixlestoke, Tinhead, and Edington illuminated, triumphal arches, f eastings, &c., &c. 

1845. Feb. 15th. Hon. Sidney Herbert, made Secretary of War, re-elected for South Wilts.— March 
26th. Grievance meeting at the Town-hall, to protest against the Rector's ritual innovations. 
Principal protesters : Messrs. Lucas, A. Smith, Meek, J. Young, W. Waylen, G. Sainsbuiy, Burt, 
Crockett, Wall, Giddings, Dr. Everett, ftc.— April 2. Died, at Naples, Admiral Sir P. C. H. 
Durham, aged 82.— 9th. Anti-Maynooth meeting at the Town-hall, Mr. H. Butcher, chairman.— 
10th. Wilts Horticultural Society formed, Mr. CoUton president.— June 10th. On Villiers' 
motion m the Commons for the total repeal of the Corn-laws, defeated by 254 against 132, bol-h 
Devizes members voted adversely.— Nov. loth. A contest for the mayoralty between John Baily 
and Joseph Burt, resulted in the latier's election by a majority of 2. 

1846. Feb. 2nd. Numerously attended Protectionist meeting at the Castle.— Died, at Dublin, Ellen 
Moore, the poet's last surviving sister. A few weeks after he received intelligence of his son's 
death at Alters. ** The last of our five children (records his diary) is now gone, and we are left 
desolate and alone 1 Not a single relative have I now left me in the world."— March 29th. 
Destructive fire at Mr. Cooke's, Stert Farm.— June 25. Corn-law Abolition Bill passed the Lords ; 
next day it received the royal assent. 

1847. March 9. Fire at Mr. Mundr's and Miss EUizeland's, Long- street. —21st. Public meeting at 
the Castle Inn to promote the cultivation of flax ; Mr. G. Brown, chairman.— Feb. 9- 10. Rev. Dr. 
Wolff, the converted Jew, lectured at the Town-hall.— March. Rev. C. Stanford became past«r of 
the New Baptist church, in the room of the Rev. J. S. Bunoe, redgned.— April 9. Death by acci- 
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dental drowning, of Mr. Colston of Bonndway-park, Med 52.— Maj 3. First Oonnty Court nnder 
the Small Debts Act, before J. G. Smith, Esq.— 6th, fi. K. Norris, cdec. borough coroner, vice J. 
Slade, res. — June 4. Police introduced mto the borough. — 28th. Devizes Election: 
Heneage and Bruges returned without opposition.— July 29th. Sharp election contest at Westbury 
between Wilson and Higgins : W., 170 ; H., 149.— Aug. 5th. Walter Long and T. H. S. Estcourt 
ret. without opposition for North Wilts.— 27. Dr. Brabant leaves Devizes for Bath.— Oct. 24. 
Brilliant aurora borealis visible here.— Nov. 21. Meeting of High Church clergy of the Archdeaconry 
adverse to the appointment of Dr. Hampton to the see of Hereford.— 29th. Presentatioa of plate 
and complimentary address to Bir. Reynolds, sen., from St. Mary's parishioners for long public 
services ; dinner at the Castle. 

1848. Feb. Counter- address to Bishop Hampton from the Low Church clergy, headed by Rev. Messrs 
Hastings, Bleeck, Manning, E. Wilton, &c., &c.— 8th. Public meeting, mayor presiding, against 
the window tax.— 16th. Birth of Lady C. Taylor's daughter.— 25th. Mr. Bruges resigning his 
seat for Devizes, Lieut.- Col. James B. Estcourt (Tory) was elected, without opposition. *' My 
early life (he said) was spent at New Park, near this town ; it was there my infancy, my childhood, 
my boyhood, were passed ; we all know how quick are the affections of childhood."— March. Major 
Henry C. Schomberg vigorously advocates the cultivation of flax ; some public meetings in relation 
thereto. 

1849. Obedient to a requisition from many farmers for a public meeting to consider the *' agricultural 
and industrial distress," the High Sheriff presided at one in the Market-place on the 30th, at which 
the principal speakers were Messrs. S. Mills, Bethell, Halcomb, Smith, Maton, Williams of Baydon, 
and William Sainsbury, on behalf of reverting to a corn- tax : Sidney Herbert, M.P., O. W. Hene- 
age, M.P., T. S Estcourt, M.P., J. B. Estcourt, M.P., Cole and Sinclair, adverse ; much excite- 
ment, some offensive personalities. — May 25th. Grand temperance fete at Rood Ashton.— June 14. 
A " Farmers' and Tradesmen's Political Club " (Tory and Prot.) formed at the Castle, by Messrs. 
Norris, Grant, Wentworth, Ferris, H. Hayward, &c.— Sept. 13th. Procession of •* Oddfellows," 
Rev. R. Elliott preached before them at the Congregational Chapel.— St. James's Church re-opened, 
after embelishment of chancel ; Dr. Caswall preached. 

1850. Feb. 6, Great Protectionist meeting at Swindon, Earl Stanhope in the chair.— 13th. An ex- 
citing case of trespass against a Dr. Johnson, before the Under Sheriff's court, for removing ob- 
structions to pmbuc roads and footoaths on the Erlestoke estate ; damages, one farthing. — 24th. 
Great protectaonist meeting and diumer in the Shambles, Walter Lonff chairman ; G. F. Young, 
Neeld, kc, speakers ; 600 diners.- June 17. Presentation of plate and public dinner to Mr. Robert 
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Oole. — Dec. 6. Great oounty meeting to proteet against Papal aggression in the erection of Eng- 
land into an ecclesiastical province under a Cardinal Primate, held in the Market-house, Mr. Lud- 
low, High Sheriff, in the chair ; principal speakers, Sidney Herbert, Sir John Awdry, Dean of 
Salisbury, Richard P. Long, Ravenhill, Revs. J. H. Johnson, Hastings, Barne, Elliott, T. Methuen, 
Guthrie, &c. The meeting refused to give Mr. Phippe, the rector, a hearing, from the obnoziousness 
of his ** high church" views and practices.— Rev. wm. Maskell joins the Roman Catholic body ; sedls 
Broadleas to W. Ewart, M.P. 

1851. Jan. A memorial adverse to the Rev. E. J. Phipps, signed by 36 parishioners, and one by his 
sympathisers with 312 signatures, presented to the Bishop ; great ferment between the pro and 
anti-Phipps parties in the two parishes.— ^eb. Screw steam- tug commenced running between 
Devizes and Hangerford. — April. Census taken : St John's 1,874 ; St. James*s, 1,829 ; Rowde 
(within the boro') 198 ; total 6,554.— Aug. Admiral Taylor visits the town, and lectures before the 
Literary and Scientific Institution. Sept. 19. County Lunatic Asylum opened ; Dr. Thumam 
appointed medical superintendent. — Oct. 10. Rick fires at Bishop Cannings.— The severity of the 
weatherprompted extra benevolence this Christmas, on the part of Mrs. Colston, Lord Broughton, 
Mr. S. Watson Taylor, Canon Fisher, Mr. Nisbet, Mrs. Meek, &c. 

1852. — Jan. 4. An alteration in the order of morning service by the Rector was followed by the abrupt 
withdrawal of part of the congregation. First No. issued of the ** Devizes Miscellany,'* a fourpeuny 
bi-monthly publication ** by a Council of friends." ^ The Miacellany lived a year only.— The Rev. 
Henry Barne on leaving Seend, received a silver salver and address from the parishioners.— Feb. A 
dead body, apparently some 40 years buried, exhumed behind Mr. Long's in the Market-place, its 
appearance and position warranting the suspicion of *' a foul deed concealed from human ken." — 
26th. Died, at Bloperton Cottege, in his 73rd year, Thomas Moore, poet, biographer, historian, 
and patriot. He was buried in the family vault in Bromham churchyard on the following 4th 
March ; one mourning coach only, in which were Mr. Longman his publisher. Dr. Brabant, Mr. 
Kenrick, surgeon, nijd the Rev. H. Drury, of Bremhill, followed his honoured remains. — March 8. 
Cornet Heneage, heir of G. W. Heneage, coming of age, great festivities at Compton Bassett, Cher- 
hill and Lyneham.— Apr. 9 New Baptist Chapel in Sheep-street opened; £180 collected at the 
doors ; the total cost was £2,600.— Dr. Wilkinson instituted vicar of West Lavington.— July. Gten. 
Esteourt retiring, Captain Gladstone was elected in his place.— House in Long- street (No. 17j 
destroyed by fire, and Mrs. Pearce. the inmate, burnt to death. — Mr. Hook, a Devizes man (of 
Tovil- mills, Maidstone) invents wheat-straw paper.— Dec. 26th. Dreadful hurricane, and much 
damage done to trees, &c. 
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1853.— Jan. Sidney Herbert returned for 8. Wllte.— 30th. ReY. W. Jay resigned Argyle Chapel, 
Bath, being the close of his 64th year of connection therewith.— Feb. 10. Completing 50 years of 
his pastorate, the Rev. R. Elliott received from his flock a silver salver and £200. His death fol- 
lowed on the 18th of the same month.— 27th. Mr. Norris appointed Clerk of the Countr Court in 
the room of Mr. M'Ghie.— April 19th. £200 subscribed by 320 of Mr. G^. Brown's admhrers for a 
testimonial, which was this day presented to him at the Bear, followed by a public dinner.— 26th. 
Testimonial to John Glass at the Elm Tree.— June 15. Rev. W. Kingsland instituted pastor of the 
Congregational Church.— July 13. Great floods. — Aug. A dispute between the principal parish- 
ioners of Devisses and the Rector, the immediate cause of which was a sermon on the *' real presence'* 
preached by Mr. Morton the curate, in the previous Nov. (of which sermon complaint was made to 
the bishop, which was followed by a suit in the Arches Court, and an inhibition forbidding Mr. M. 
to officiate) culminated on Sunday Aug. 14, when the church doors of St. Mary's were lo<.tked 
against him by the churchwardens, and the Rev. A. Smith took the duty at Saint John's.— Mr. 
Phipps having a few days before accepted the living of Stansfield ; to which, without the oppor- 
tunity of preaching a farewell sermon, the rev. gentlemen hastily betook himself. Divided as were 
his late parishioners regarding his doctrinal teaching and ritualistic innovations, his well-directed 
efforts in furthering the material interests of the borough were duly acknowled^d in the shape of 
resolutions of thanks from different parochial and other public bodies. Mr. Phipps was sue. ii> the 
rectorship by the Rev. P. A. L. Wood, late vie. of Littleton, Mid.— 12th. Formation and first public 
meeting of the ** Wilts Archssological and Natural History Society," by Lord Lansdowne, Messrs. 
T. Estcourt, P. Scrope, Merewether, Meek, Canon Jackson, Tugwell, J. Waylen, W. 
Cunnington, E. E^ite, &c. Lord Lansdowne patron, P. Scrope, chairman, W. Cunnlngton, Devizes 
sec.— 16th. Died. N. E. Sloper, Esq., of Eastcroft- house, aged 61.— Mr. Alf. Alexander appointed 
Governor of the New Prison. (The previous appointments had been as follows : 1816. Thomas 
Rickward ; 1817, Thomas Brutton ; 1820, William Brutton ; 1823, Edmund Cocks; 1825, Thomas 
Haywood.)— Mr. Estcourt removed from Bowden-Park to Estcourt, Tetbury. 

1854.— The lamented death of Bishop Denison, after a short illness, was followed by the appointment of 
Walter Kerr Hamilton, who was enthroned Bishop of Salisbury, May 14.— This year was barren of 
local incident. There were a few cases of Asiatic cholera in the county. In August an af&ay 
took place between the military here quartered and the townspeople, when Mr. JoLn Fowler was 
shot by the former, but he happily recovered.— Archseology reaped a signul triumph in the complete 
success of the associated effort of the previous year. The society then formed, having made a rich 
collection of curiosities, held its first annual meeting in Salisbury, Sept. 13, 14, and 15, Sidney 
Herbert in the chair, at which Poulett Scrope, Mr. Lukis (hon. sec), the Lord Bishop, Canon 
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Jackson, and the Rey. A. Fane, took a prominent part, and the since familiar programme of 
" paper*' reading, museum, excursions, and eonversazioruy was duly inaugurated.— Nov. died, much 
lamented and greatly esteemed* the Rev. C. Lucas, poet and novelist, many years curate of Devizes, 
aged 84.— 26th, Mr. Merewether bought Bowden Park. 

1855.— Early closing movement, commenced in 1853, renewed, with partial success.— Jan. 24. Died at 
the Crimea, (General James Estcourt, universally and deeply lamented.— Feb. 8th. St. Mary's 
Church re-opened after restoration and improvement. — August 24. Died the Rev. G^eorge 
Edmonstone, the popular and benevolent vicar of Potteme, aged 91.— Sept. 3. Meeting at Town- 
hall to establish a county Reformatory at Warminster, Lord Lausdowne in the chair. Dec. 20. 
Public meeting to (.romote the erection of a Com Exchange. 

1856. A memorial praying for the entire removal of the Assizes from Salisbury to Devizes, signed by 50 
magistrates, 30 cler^, and 100 professional gentlemen.— May 22. At a public meeting in the 
Town -hall, for securing the completion of the direct Western Railway, by extending the line hence 
to Hungerford, the Marquis of Ailesbury in the chair, Mr. Burt submitted Mr. James Waylen's 
proposed line, which would have taken Marlborough in its course, and been a more level, direct, a 
shorter, and less ^[pensiye route than the one submitted by the agents of the indirect Great 
Western Railway. The chairman, LordlE. Bruce, and others expressed their unequivocal preference 
for it ; and as the object of the other was to make the passage through Devizes subordinate to that 
from Exeter through Westbury, it was, after an animated discussion, agreed to adjourn the meeting. 
The ultimate result of this attempt to prevent the proposed line from being made *' subsidiary, 
abortive, and secondary to the ' main ' line through Swmdon,*' is now before the public. — On the 
same day public rejoicings were held in celebration of the Peace Treaty with Russia : a lengthened 
procession through the town, with three bands of music; grand feaux de Jai hy the Yeomanry 
Cavalry and Militia ; public luncheon in the Town-hall and Market-house ; *' rural ball '* in 
a monster tent on the Green, and fireworiu in the Market-place.— June. "W^ts Archaeological 
Magazine " commenced.— August. Centenary meeting of the Bear Club charity, the Bishop of 
Sahsbury presiding.— Militia Stores built; cost J66^; architect, T. H. Wyatt; builder, Mr. 
Davis, Ftom^ 

1857. March. General Election. T. H. Estcourt and W, Long unopposed in the county. For the 
borough there were three candidates : S. W. Taylor, Capt Gladstone, and C. D. Griffith. The 
contest produced a temporary split in the ranks of both parties, Mr. Griffith's real politics not being 
known. Taylor 229, Griffith 168, Gladstone 119.— June 14. Rev. W. Kingsland commenced open- 
air preaching at Drews-pond-Lane ; 800 present.— July 1. Great Western Railway opened to Devizes. 
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Oct. 9. Public meeting to express sympathy and afford aid to the sufferers by the Indian mutiny. — 
Russian gun received and placed with public ceremony, at the Market-cross, from whence it was after- 
wards removed to its present position in front of the Town Hall.— Nov. 23. First number of Gillman's 
"Devizes Public Register" published. — Dec. 8. The new Com Exchange completed (at a cost of £3,600) 
and was opened with a public dinner. Towiurds the cost of the building the Members of Parliament for 
the borough gave £200 each ; Mr. Watson-Taylor gave the gas fittings and Mr. C. Darby Ghriffith the 
statue of Ceres and the clock. The architect was Mr. W. Hill, of Leeds, and the builder, Mr. James 
Randell, Devizes. 

1858. July. Lectures at the Town Hall, by Dr. Gumming, against popery. In this summer the Rev. 
Mr.Wood inaugurated measures tor the restoration and enlargement of St. John's Church. — Auffust, 
the removal of a large number of old tombstones from bt. John's and St. Mary's churchyards by 
order of the Rector and Mr. Tugwell, was strongly objected to by Mr. Henry Waylen, and others, 
and the question of the legal proprietorship was raised. It was eventually settled adversely to the 
Rector. Sept.— Court *' Dolphin," Foresters, first-started at the White Hart Inn.— Oct.— An 
accident bef el Mr. Watson-Taylor while sporting. His companion, the Rev. Mr. Mayow, accidentally 
lodged the charge from bis gun in Mr. Taylor's eye. The Rev. S. S. Pugh succeeded the Rev. Dr. 
btamford at the New Baptist Chapel.— Dec. Mr. Estcourt sold the manor of Bishops Cannings 
to the Crown. 

1859. Mr. Estcourt, M.P. for North Wilts, appointed Home Secretary. Penny Savings Bank established, 
April 5. Testimonial of silver tea service, bible, and clock, made to the Rev. T. A. Methuen, at the 
Town Hall ; 500 subecriberfr.- Devizes Borough election. Result. Gladstone, 171, Griffith, 167, 
(returned), Taylor, 148. North Wilts Election, Messrs. W. Long and T. Sotheron Estcourt 
returned unoppo.«ed.— June 3. Public meeting for the formation of a Rifle corps for Devizes. As 
the result of this meeting a rifle corps was formed with the following etaff. General Grubbe, 
captain ; A. C. Cochrane, lieutenant ; J. E. Hay ward, ensign ; G. Waylen, surgeon ; H. G. Barrey, 
F. Anstie, W. Brown, C. Clarke, and H. Ward, sergeants ; F. M. Lush, secretary ; R. Maysmor, 
treasurer. Companies of ** dismounted riflemen " were also raised at Devizes. Cain**, Marlborough, 
and Melksham, in connection with the Yeomanry Cavalry. — Devizes Proprietary Grammar School 
8tart*»d.— Oct. 3. Presentation of plate, &c., to Mr. R. Waylen, for lengthened voluntary services 
as hon. secretary of the Devizes Literary and Scientific Institution.— Nov. 3. Poultry Exhibition at 
Devizes, Mr. J. S. Sainsbury, secretary. — In the summer of this year Mr. C. H. Spurgwn preached 
in the Corn Exchange. The service was interrupted by a county magistrate, who challenged Mr. 
Spurgeon's right to exercise the office of preacher. The people promply expelled the intruder. 
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1860. Jan. Wesleyan Gbapel opened in New Park-street. 20th Meeting at DeWzes in favour of the 
compulsory Church rate. This was followed on the 30th of the same month by a large demonstration 
in opposition to such rate. April 11. Execution at Devizes of Serafin Manzano, a Spaniard, for 
the murder of Anastasia I'rowbridge, at ToUard Royal, on the 3rd of November, 1859. Four 
persons had previously been execute at this goal, viz., Edward Amor and John Gtoodman, 20th 
April, 1824, for assaulting and robbing Mr. T. Alexander, at All Cannings ; George Maslen, 6th 
September, 1838, for shooting Mr. Bryan Rumbold, at Lyneham ; and Rebecca Smith, 23rd 
August, 1849, for poisoning ner children at Westbury. All of these, including Manzano*s, were 
public executions, and many thousands of people flocked into the town to witness each of them, 
many unseemly scenes being witnessed, June 29.— Shocking murder of Francis Saville Kent, at 
Road. The murdered child was four years of age, and it was not for some long time that his sister, 
Constance, aged 15, was convicted of the crime, and sentenced to penal servitude for life. August 
17. Bazaar in aid of the fund for restoring St. John's Church, Devizes, £234 being realised. Sept 
24.— Volunteer Field Day at Bowood Park. Dec. 7.— An impostor calling himself ** the Rev 
William Simpson," who had masquerailed as a clergyman at Rushall, performing religious offices, 
convicted for trial. He was subsequently sentenced to seven years' penal servitude, and for seven 
years' more for a similar oflence in North Wales.— 1860 was a very wet year, especially during the 
summer. There were only four dry days in June, and three in August. Many crops were totally 
lost. 

1861.— January. Restoration of the Chancel of Bishops Cannings Church at Mr. Estoourt s expense. 
January 10th. The Right Hon. Sidney Herbert created Baron Herbert of Lea, in the County of 
Wilts. January 15th. Discoveiy of a skeleton during excavations on the line of the Berks and 
Hants Railway, at Pans Lane. The position of the skeleton, which was thought to be that of an 
aged female, and to have been buried some 20 years, left no doubt but that foid play had been 
committed. January 22nd. Luiuguration, at a public meeting of farmers and graziers, of a 
Mutual Cattle Assurance Association for the district around Devizes. Januaiy 29th. Delivery, at 
the Town Hall, of a remarkable lecture by the Rev. C. J. Williams, antagonistic to the '* Friend-in- 
Need Life Assurance and Sick Fund Friendly Society." The meeting was an animated one, 
the local agent, Mr. J. Colwell, being subjected to a somewhat hostile reception. 
February 14th. Election of Lieut. -Colonel F. H. Bathurst (unopposed) as member for 
the Souuiem Division of Wilts, in the place ot the Rt. Hon. Sidney Herbert, on his elevation to the 
Peerage. February 25Ui. Sudden deaUi of Mrs. Nisbet of Southbroom House. On the same date 
a stu]^d hoax was perpetrated on the people of Devizes by a false advertisement in two of the local 
papers, to the effect that there would oe a gnmd display of fireworks on the Green, some hundreds 
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of people assembling in yain. March 8th. Trial at Pewtiev of 8arah Davies, a i^irl aged 15, charged 
with ** wanton mischief,*' in the matter of breaking crockery, etc., at the house of an oldlfMay, 
Miss Rolfe, of UpaTon, Davies attributed the damage done to a " ghost," the tale creating a nine 
days* wonder at Upayon. March 9th. Destruction by fire of Sayernake Lodge, the Marquis of 
Ailesbury's seat. April 9th. At the Wiltshire Sessions, on the motion of Lord Methnen, the 
following gentlemen were appointed as a Committee to consider the proyislon of better accommoda- 
tion for the permanent staff at the Militia Stores and Buildings, Deyizes :— Mr. Jacob, Mr. Bayen- 
hill. Major Ueathcote. Mr. John Locke, Major Prower, Mr. Groyes, and the Rey. Preb. Lowther. 
During April a moyement was set on foot for the presentation of a memorial to Mr. Steyens, 

Sroprietor and '* whip ** of the Aurora, running between Deyires and Salisbunr. May 2nd. Great 
re at Galne, a flax mill being destroyed, with the loss of one life. May 7. Mr. Sotheron Estoourt 
in the House of Commons, moyed for and obtained leaye to introduce a bUl to require all friendly 
and insurance societies to render to eyerr member thereof, a copy of their annual accounts. May 
7th. Price of gas reduced by the Deyizes Town Commissioners to 48. 2d. per 1,000 feet. May 
8th. Considerable fall of snow in the town. May 22nd. Death of Mr. RiohaM Biggs. May 22nd. 
Reyiew of Royal Wilts Yeomanry Cayalry on Warminster Downs. During May a considerable dis- 
cussion arose oyer the fact that the Devizes Board of Guardians refused permission for flye ladies to 
yisit the inmates of the Workhouse. This refusal aroused more than local attention, and was com- 
mented on in the London Press. June. Early in this month the '* Seend Lron Company," with a 
capital of JS100,000 in 20,000 shares, put out a prospectus for the purpose of obtaining shareholders. 
June 17. Fatal railway accident at a leyel crossing near Seend, a labourer, James Bryant, meeting 
his death. Jtme 25th. First turf cut for the Branch Railway between Calne and Chippenham. 
July 25th. Vestry mettinff to consider the renoyation of St. John's Church, it being decided to 
apply to the Bishop for a niculty, such work only to be cairied out as might be within the compass 
of the funds contributed. August 2nd. Deatli of Lord Herbert of Lea, at Wilton House, at the 
age of 51. September 17th and 18th. Meeting of the Wilts Rifle Association at Deyizes. Sept. 
24th. JubUee Meetings of the Wiltshire Auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
September 26th. Meeting at Salisbury to promote a memorial to the late Lord Herbert. October 
I4th. Opening of a new British School at^romham. Early in Noyember authority was giyen by 
Colonel Sir Henry James (of Her Majesty's Ordinance Suryey Office) for the publication of the 
Wiltshure portion of the Domes-d^ Book, l^oyember 28th. Meeting at Willis's Rooms to pro- 
mote a memorial to the late Lord Herbort. December 17th. Great mourning on the death of the 
Prince Consort. 

1862. Jan. 14. Opening of Southbroom, rebuilt by R. P. Nisbet, Esq. Jan. 28. Opening of the new 
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Ohmch at Woodborough. In Feb. of this jear a Roman Catholic Church was first opened in 
Devizes. During Feb. two fatal accidents took place in the district. On Feb. 10» Mr. Badham, of 
Melksham, met his death by a shooting accuient at Rood Ashton, and on Feb. 20, Mr. Brown, a 
naval officer, was killed by falling from his horse at Horton. March 22. Half-yearly meeting of 
the Berks and Hants eirt^ntion Rieiilway, when the contract between the Company and the Great 
Western Railway Company for the use and working of the line was agreed to.— March 30. Trial and 
acquittal at the Assizes of John Stocker. for the murder of Ann Hill, at Everley, on August 18.— 
April 21. Presentation of testimonial to the Rev. W. Kingsland, onhia relinquishing the pastorate 
of the Independent Church. April 28. Two houses in the Brittox destroyed by fire In this 
month the restoration and enlargement of St. John's Church was commenced.— May 8. Embodi- 
ment of the Royal Wilts MUitia at Devizes.— June 18, re-opening of Wootton Rivers Church. June 
21. Fatal accident at Great Cheverell to|a young man named Fricker, of Frome, who was thrown 
from a vehicle in which he was riding. June 22. Murder of Miss Hall at Fordbridge. June 24. 
Death of the Yen. Wm. Maodonald, Archdeacon of Wilts, at Bishops Cannings. The Rev Arthur 
Drury was afterwards appointed in succession as Archdeacon.— July 10. Distress in the Manu- 
facturing districts, owing to the ** cotton famine." The Mayor of Devizes invited subscriptionb. 
The Rev.|W. Ewart appointed to the living of Bishop's Cannings. July 26 Committal of William 
Watts, a respectable farmer's sou, for arson at Poulshot. During July an alarming outbreak of 
smallpox took place amongst the sheep of Mr. Joseph Parry, of Allington.— Aug. 5 and 6. Meet- 
ing of the Wilts Archaeological Society at MalmesDury. Aug. 22. iialloon ascent by Professor 
Simmons from Devizes Market Place. Sept. 2. Singular and destructive hailstorm at Market 
Lavington. Sept. 5. A proposal to alter Devizes Market day from Thursday to Wednesday, 
negatived at a special meeting o£ the Town Council. Sept. 9. Annual meeting and dinner 
of the Bear Club Charity Sept. 11. Important meeting of flockmasters at Devizes, and forma- 
tion of the ** Wilts Mutual Cattle Associanon for the prevention of Smallpox in sheep. Sept. lU. 
Moses Witts, gardener to Mr. Hadow, killed by fidlmg from a pony at Bromham. Oct. 2. Annual 
meeting of the Literary and Scientific Institution. Resignation of the Secretaryship by Mr. S. 
Wittey, Mr. Ewart, M.P., elected President. Oct. 13. The 1'own Council decide to establish a 
monthly cheese and cattle market for Devizes. Oct. 28. Death of John Tylee Esq., formerly of 
Devizes, and Mayor of the Borough in 1812, 1819, and 1826.— Nov. 4. Private opening of the 
Berki) and Hants extension Railway from Devizes to Hungerford, and dinner at the Corn Exchange. 
Devizef). Nov. 6. First monthly cheese and cattle market for Devizes. Nov. 27. Establishment of 
a soup kitchen for Devizes. Dec. 11. Re -opening of Market Lavington Church, after restoration 
ut a cost of jS1,500. Dec. 12. Committal of the Rev. Herbert Williame, curate at Tidcombe and 
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Fosbury, to the Defises assizes, on a charge of assault. (The Hey. Gkntleman was oonyioted at 
his trial, and sentenced to six months' hard labour. ) 

1M3. Jan. 8. Priyate presentation of a testimonial, value £80, to Dr. Ererett, late of Deyizes. Jan. 25. 
Sudden death of the Yen. Henry Drury, after holding the Archdeaconry of Wilts for only 7 months. 
Jan 31. Death of the Marquis of Lansdowne, Lord Lieutenant of Wilts. Feb. 5. Prifate presen- 
tation of a silver lea service, by the members of the Town Council, to Mrs. Edwin Giddings, in 
commemoration of the birth of a son during her husband's mayorality. Feb. 7. Death •f C^pt. 
Gladstone, R.N., H.P. for Devizes. Feb. 9-11, The Hon. W. W. Addington (Oonservatiye), Mr. 
J. W. Probyn (Liberal), and Mr. Israel Abrahams (Radical) besan their canvass for the represen- 
tation of the vacant seat. Feb. 13. Visit of the Prince of Wales to Tottenham Park, WUts. Feb. 
17. Devizes Election. Return of Mr. Addington, the numbers being, Addington 170, Probyn 88, 
Abrahams 6. Feb. 24. Appointment of the Hon. and Rev. Charles Amyand Harris to the Arch- 
deaconry of Wilts, and the vicarage of Bremhill. March lO.—Great public rejoicings in Devizes on 
the occasion of the marriage of the Prince of Wales, and Princess Alexandra of Denmark. April 
23. The Royal WUts Yeomanry assume the title of " The Prince of Wales' own Royal R^riment 
of Yeomanry Cavalry," by approval of Her Majesty. April 29. Review of the regiment on Round- 
way Down. May 5. Re-opening of St. John's Church, after restoration and enlargement, at a 
cost of £2,800. May 19. Inspection of the Royal Wilts Militia in the Market House, Devizes, by 
Colonel Thackwell. June 10. Suicide of John Hudd, a prisoner at the New Prison, Devizes. Oct. 
1. Reconstruction of the Devizes Literary and Scientific Institution. Oct 6. Alarming Earth- 
quake felt in the West of England. Meeting of the Southern Counties' Adult Education Society at 
Devizes, Mr. Ewart, M.P., presiding. Oct. 20. County Quarter Sessions at Marlborough. Long 
discussion on the state of the Militia Stores and dwellings of the Sergeants. Adoption of the Ned 
Highway Act for the County. Mr. Israel Abrahams, a former candidate for the seat, declarew 
bankrupt. Nov. 12. Public Meeting at Devizes, in opposition to the New Highway Act. Nov. 27. 
Public Meeting for establishing a Working Men's Club and Institute for Devizes. Dec. 23. 
Opening of the Working Men's Oiuh. 

1864. Jan. 4, Suicide of Capt. Mahoney, formerly adjutant of the 2nd Wilts Rifle Yols. Jan. 5. 
Marriage of Sir Michael Hicks Beach, Lord of tiie Manors of Netheravon and FittletoUi, Jan. 7. 
Wilts Quarter Sessions. Motion for the immediate adoption of the New Highway Act carried by a 
majority of 31 to 26. Feb. 16. Wilts adjourned Sessions. Rmort of the Militia Stores Committee 
adopted. Much. 14. The Hon. W, W. Addington, M.P. for Devizes, elevated to the Peerage on 
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the death of his father, Viscount Sidmouth. Sir lliomas Bateson, Bart., brought forward by 
by the Gonseryatives as a candidate for the seat thus rendered vacant. March 30. First meeting of 
the Devizes Highway board, and appointment of officers. April IH. Devizes election. Return of 
Sir Thomas Batson, unopposed, May 4. Opening of a Government School of Art at the 
Assize Courts, Devizes. May 7, Re-opening of Erchfont church after restoration and re- 
arrangement. May 25. Opening of the Marlborough Railway. June 27. Commencement of the 
Roman Catholic Chapel, St. Joseph's Place. Presentation of the Royal Wiltshire Lifeboat to the 
National Lifeboat Institution at Marlborough. June 28. Appointment of Mr. W. C. Merriman 
of Marlborough as Clerk of the Peace for the County, vice Mr. J Swayne, resigned. June 30. Seven 
cows killed on the Berks and Hants Railway, at Mr. GK)dden*s Farm, Brimslade. July 7. 
Death of James Hutchins, beadle and town crier of Devizes. July 18. Death of E. D. B. 
Eetcourt Esq,, at Newnton House, near Tetbury. July 21. A t^rific thunderstorm passes 
over Devizes and themiddle and western portions of Wiltshire, causing much damage. Aug. 5. W. 
Hutchins appointed '* beadle and aletaster to the Devizes Town Council." Aug. Lb. Tnennial visit 
of the Lord Bishop of Salisbury to St. John's, Devizes. His Lordship made nis celebrated recom- 
mendation of* retreats" for the clergy, and of a restoration of the Church's disapline, and 
ezpxMsed a desire for the re-union of the EngUah and French Churches. Sept. 6. Autumnal 
meeting of the Wilts and East Somerset Congregational Union at the Independent Chapel, Devizes. 
Sept. 12. Abduction of Miss Ca^erine Box by James Boucher, ot Market Lavington. 
Sept. 23. Alarming fire at Devizes, Destruction of the Phflsnix Iron Foundry. Oct. 4. Cen- 
tenary meeting of the Wilts Clergy Charity at Devizes. Oct. 9. Henry Ovens, a boat- 
man, drowned in the canal at Devizes. Oct. 10. Meeting at the Town Hall, to offer sug- 
gestions to the Attorney General in disposing of the lapsed Presbyterian Charities in Devizes, 
rrhe charities were subsequently awarded to the New Baptist Chapel.) Oct. 18. County Quarter 
SessionB at Marlborough. Adoption of an important report on the subiect of Prison Discipline. 
Dec 20. Died at Roundway Park, Edward Colston, Esq., E.A., aged 42. 

1865.— Jan. 3rd. Wilts Quarter Sesssons. Adoption of the new and more stringent mode of treating 
prisoners. Jan. 15.— Re-opening services at Bromham church. Jan. 24.>- Proposition, at a public 
meeting, to alter Devizes market day from Wednesday to Thursday negatived by a huge majority. 
Jan. 25.— Opening of the Catholic Church. Jan. 30.— Memorial to the Devizes Turnpike Commis- 
sioners, praying them to take steps for the abolishing of the toll-gates. Memorial referred to a 
Committee. Feb. 6. — Death by drowning of Reuben Maynard, head gamekeeper to Mr. Watson 
Taylor. Feb. 7,^0penlng of the VTorkman's Hall, Market Lavington. March 7.~Retirement 
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of Mr. Sotheron Estooort from the representation of North Wilts. March 9.— 
Gonsenrative meeting at Devizes, and protest against the "compact.** A memorial to 
Mr. J. L. Phippe, to come forward agreed to. March 20. North Wuts Election. Retnm ot 
Lord Charles Bruce. Mr. R. N. Fowler proposed but no poU demanded. April 10th. The Devissee 
Turnpike Commissioners reject a proposition to hold a public meeting on the subject of the 
abolition of the toll-gates. April 15. Meeting at Chippenham to receive Mr. Merewether*s ex- 
planation about '* the compact.^* April 17th. Mr. Walter Long announced his intention to retire 
from the representation of the Coun^ at the G^eneral Election. April 25th. Examination at Bow- 
street of Constance Kent, charged on her own confession with the murder of her half-brother at 
Road in June 1860. April 27. Sir George Jenkinsou issued his address to the electors. April 
28. Annual meeting of the Devizes Dispensary, and formation of a new ** self • supporting 
branch.*' May 4th. Public meeting of Conservative electors to invite Mr. R. P. Long to come 
forward as a candidate for North Wuts. Mr. Long accepts the invitation and issues his address. 
May 9. Meeting at Devizes to exnrees sympathy with tiie American people on the assassination 
of President Linooln. May 26. Extensive fire at Erlestoke. Thirteen houses, &c.y destroyed. 
May 28th. Revival of the Presbyterian Church at Devizes, by services at the Bear Hotel rooms. 
June 13. Fire at the Rising Sun Inn, The Green. June 29. Foundation stone of St. Peter's 
Church laid. June 14—16 Incendiary fires at Mr. Hooper's, West Lavington. July 12. 
Devizes election. Sir Thomas Bateson and Mr. Darby Giii&th returned. Mf. Curling was also 
nominated, but retired the same evening. July 17. South Wilts Election. Return of Lord H. 
Thynne and Mr. Fraser Grove. July 18. Nomination of candidates for the representation of North 
Wuts, viz :— Lord Charles Bruce, Sir Ge(»ge S. Jenkinson, and Mr. R. P. Long. July 21. North 
Wilts Election. Bruce, 2161, Long, 1911, Jenkinson, 1373. Wilts Summer Assizes. Constance 
Kent pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to death. Aug. 2, 3, 4. Wilts Rifle Association meeting 
at Devizes. Aug 25. Meeting to form an Insurance Sodely against the *' Rinderpest *' or cattie 
plague. A Mutual Cattie Insurance Association was formed. Sept. 4. Death of Mrs. Moore of 
Sloperton Cottage, widow of the Poet Moore. Sept. 16. Foundation stone of the Herbert 
Convalescent Home at Bournemouth laid by the Earl of Pembroke. Oct. 3. Death of Mrs. 
Colston, of Roundway Park. Nov. 9. A Survey made with the view of forming Water Works 
for the town, to be worked by a limited liability Company. Nov. 19. Fire at St. Mary's Church 
Nov. 22. Important discussion of the Commissioners meeting on the subject of the sanitary 
condition of the town. Construction of a deep drain in the Market-place ordered. Dec. 2nd. 
Public meeting at Devizes to consider the several projected lines of Railway a£Eectong the town. A 
petition adopted against the Andover and Radstock line (which was afterwards abandoned) and a 
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oommittee formed to confer with other towns and oompaniee in favour of the North and Sonth 
Wiltshire Narrow Gauge railway. Dec. 11-18. Orders issued hr the difisional and borough 
magistrates, prohibiting the bringmg of homed cattle into the district, except for purposes of 
slaughtering, owing to the cattle plague prevalent. Dec .12. William John Storer, who had 
been committed for trial at DeTizes on a oluffge of poisoning Miss Blake, at Salisburr, committed 
suicide in the county gaol at Fisherton, by drowning himself in his bath. Sudden death in 
York-street, Bristol, of Mr. James Glass, com factor, of Devizes. Dec. 13. Extensive fire at 
Honeystreet Wharf. £4,000 worth of property destroyed. Dec. 29. Death of George Elgar 
Sloper, Esq., of Devizes, at the age of 75. 

1866.— Jan. 2 Wilts Quarter Sessions at Devizes. Important discussion on the Cattle Plague 
question. Jan. 11. Great snow storm and destruction of sheep and property in various parts of 
Wiltshire. The roads were completely blocked up by the snow drifts, and in some parts the trains 
were stopped for many hours. Jan 13. Death of Mr. Wooldridge, manager of North Wilts Bank, 
Devizes. Feb. 21. At a meeting of the Devizes Town OouncU, Mr. May proposed the formation 
of Water Works for the Borough at a cost of about £12,000. Matter referred to a committee of 
the whole Council. March 2. Day of Humiliation in the Salisbury Diocese on account of the 
Cattle Plague. March 12-15. Mr. William Murphy lectured in the Cora Exchange on Popeiy and 
Puseyism. March 19. Formation of the Devizes and North Wilts Protestant Association. March 
28-31. Wilts Lent Assizer. Trial of Frederick Hamilton Fuller for bigamy and forgery at 
Malmesbuiy. Five years penal servitude. May 4. At a quarterly meeting of the Town Council g 
requisition signed by 20 ratepayers, requesting the Council to consider the propriety of adoptina 
the Health of Towns Act, was presented, and an adjourned meetmg was fixed for the 11th of June, 
at which meeting the propositlDn fell to the ground. May 7. The Goverament Redistribution of 
Seats Bill introduced bv Mr. Gladstone ; Devizes and Marlborough to be grouped together, and to 
return one member. May 13. Dr. Brabant, formerly of Devizes, died at Bath, agecr85. June 9. 
Special meeting of the Berks and Hants Railway Company at Hungerford. The proprietors assented 
to the Bill for enabling the line to be transferred to the Great Western Company, and also to the Bill 
for making a line from Stert to Weetbury. July 5. Death of the Marquis of Lansdowne, aged 51. 
Resignation by Sir J. W. Awdry, Kt., of the chairmanship of the Wilts Quarter Sessions. Julv 17. 
Consecration of St Peter's Church. Aug. 3. Discussion at the Town Council on the sanitarv 
state of the town, and the cholera ; Mr. May proposed the erection of a temporary cholera hospital, 
but his motion was defeated. Aug. 7. Discussion on the same subject at the Commissioners' meeting. 
Committee appointed to confer with the Town Council with reference to the quarter of a lock of 
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canal water daily to which the town is entitled. M jsteriouB death fr#m poieoning of Mr. E. Gkde, of 
Market Lavington, and on the 10th, of his mother ttom the same cause. Sept. 28. Adoption hj the 
Town Council of the Local Gk>vemment Act for De?ize8. Sept. 16. Mr. Merewether, Q.C., Recorder 
of Devizes, appointed chairman of the Quarter Sessions at Devizes and Marlborough, in the place of 
Sir John Awdry. Mr. R. L. Lopes appointed second chairman. A vote of thfuiks and a candel- 
abrum, valne 200 guineas, presented to Sir John Awdry. Dec. 6. Address to Lord S. G. Osborne 
from a large body of Wiltshire farmers, thanking him for his *' timely protest against the inroads 
now being attempted against the Protestant faith." 

1867.— Wilts Quarter Sessions. Important discussion as to the advisability of holding the Quarter Ses- 
sions at Devizes only. It was decided that in future they should not be held at any place without 
a prison, and a committee was appointed to consider as to whether one prison was sufficient for the 
county, and whether one of the existing prisons would serve the purpose, or whether it would be 
necessary to build a new one. Jan. 9. Great snowstorm, with unusually low temperature. Jau. 
31. Death of Walter Long, Esq., late M.P. for North Wilts. Formation of a Protestant 
Lay Association of the Diocese, ** to protect the Ohurch of England from Popish innovations 
and doctrines within her own pale, and to preserve the integrity of her creed as settled 
at the reformation." Feb. 21. Meeting at Devizes to establish a local Chamber of Agriculture, 
Sir G. S. Jenkioson in the chair. March. Re-opening of the Devizes cattle market, after being 
closed for 15 months on account of the Cattle plague. March 12 to 19. Heavy fall of snow, again 
making the roads impassable in many districts, and continuing for a whole week. March 20. 
Meeting of the Devizes Improvement Commissioners, when a report of a previously appointed 
Committee, adverse to the abolition of that body was adopted, and a memorial in accordance there- 
with was directed to be drawn up and presented to the GK>vermnent Inspector. At the subsequent 
enquiry before Arnold Taylor, Esq., Mr. Meek supported the abolition of the CommissionerB* 
powers, and their transfer to a local Board of Health, and Mr. Norris and others strongly opposed 
it. April 4. Second meeting at the Town Hall in favour of establishing a Wiltshire Chamber of 
Agriculture, principal speakers Lord H. Tbynne, M.P., and Mr. R. P. Long, M.P. A committee 
was formed. April 9. Quarter Sessions at Salisbury. The resolution of tli'^ fTfous Sessions for 
holding Sessions ooly where there is a county priBon was reversed. The report of the County 
Prisons Committee was presented, and was in favour of retaining the gaol at Devizes and discon- 
tinuing that ot Salisbury, the anuual saving to the county being calcmated at £1,200. Triennial 
visitation of the Bishop of Salisbury at St. John's Church. The Bishop gave his celebrated charee 
in which he claimed for the priesthood supernatural powers and prerogatives. May 16. Pubfic 
presentation of an address to Mr. Alfred Saunders, on his return from New Zealand, by the 
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inhabitants of Market LaTington. June 4. Protest from 51 churchwardens in the Marlborough 
district against the Bishop's charge. June 9. Death of Mr. Robert Waylen, of Northgate-Street. 
June 21. Another protest from 44 churchwardens summoned to the visitation at Devizes. July 2. 
Wilts Quarter Sessions at Warminster. Discussion on the County gaols question, and a present- 
ment by two justices as to the necessity of altering and enlarging the Devlies prison, in order to 
place it in compliance with the Prisons Act, agreed to, for consideration at the next Sessions, July 
23. Last meetmg ot the Devizes Improvement Commissioners. July 25. Passing of the Act for 
their abolition, and for placing the town under the entire management of the Town Council, as a 
Local Board of Health. Aug. 2. F^rst meeting under the Act of the Local Board of Health, and 
appointment of of&cers. Treasurer, Mr. John Hayward ; Surveyor, Mr. H. Weaver ; Inspnector 
and CoUector, Mr. T. Hayward ; Gkis Works Manager, Mr. HoUoway . Sept. 18. The Boundary 
Assistant Commissioners, under the new Representation of the People Act sat at Devizes. 
Mr. B. Waylen made a proposition for extending the Borough to the Railway Bridge on the Bath 
Road ; and Mr. Norris proposed that the whole of the parishes of Potteme, Rowde, and Bishop 
Cannings should be included in the Borough. Festival of the Salisbury Diocesan Choral Associa- 
tion at tit. John's Church, Devizes. Oct. 15. Wilts Quarter Sessions at Marlborough. Motion by the 
Marquis of Bath for altering and enlarging Devizes prison so as to provide accommodation for 230 
prisoners, and for borrowing £3,700 for the purpose, was strongly opposed by the magistrates of the 
Southern Division, but was carried by a majozity of 32 to 18. Nov. 21. Marriage of Miss Locke, 
of Rowdeford, to lieut. Col. Morant. Dec. llth. Great excitement throughout the country on 
account of the Fenian outrages at Devizes. The railway employes, militia staff, eta, armed to 
repel any attack. Dec. 24. Frederick Baker executed at Winchester for the atrocious murder and 
mutilation of a little girl named Fanny Adams, at Alton. 

1868. Jan. 1. Wilts Quarter SeBsions at Devizes. A motion of the Marquis of Bath for completing 
the alterations at Devizes Gktol, at a cost of £3,700, met by an amendment by Lord Folkestone to 
expend £1,000 on Fisherton Ghoal, and £1,600 on Devizes Prison, to bring both within the require- 
ments of the New Prisons Act. The original motion was carried by a large inai(»ity. The Local 
Board Surveyer produced his plan on drainage for the town, total estimated cost £1,758. 13. March 
19. Spedal meeting of the Town Council to consider the propriety of purchasing the house lately 
occupied by Mr. Montgomery (who committed suicide on the first of tne month) as lodgings for 
the judges. A public subscription entered into for the purpose. March 23. Attempted murder 
at Roundwav, of a woman named Bailey, by her huslNuid. Death of the Rev. A. Manning, 
chaplain of Uie new prison. April 7. Wilts Quarter Sessions at Salisbury. County Gaol qaeflticm 
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again renewed. A motion by Mr. Einxman for putting the Fisherton Gaol into a fit state for 
receiving prisoners under the new Act, was met by an amendment by the Marquis of Bath, that no 
such sjterations be made. The amendment was carried by a majority of 58 to 42. May 4. Laying 
of the foundation stone of the new school-rooms and Lecture-hall, at the Independent Chapel, 
Devizes. May 22. Sir George Jenkiosou issued his address to the electors of North Wilts. June 2. 
Mr. R. P. Long announced his intention to retire from the representation of North Wilts. On the 8th 
the Marquis of Worcester sent out his address offering himself as candidate in the Oonservative 
interest. Julv 8. Marquis of Worcester retires from his candidature. 8 to 13. Sir T. Bateson, 
Mr. Darby Griffiths, and Mr. Probyn issued their addresses to the electors of Devizes. The month 
throughout was very dry and intensely hot, the harvest being unusually fine and early. Several 
deaths from sun-stroke in the harvest field occured in the neighbourhood. Au^. 4. Lord Charles 
Bruce issued his address to the electors of North Wilts. Aug. 7. At a meetmg of the Devizea 
Local Board of Health, a *' Report on the chemical examination of twenty samples of 
well water/' obtained from twenty wells in Devices, and fully establishing the eoEoellence 
of the Devizes water was produced, and the Water Supply Committee previously appointed 
thereupon stated that ** they were not justified in recommending any further steps being 
taken with reference to the adoption of Water Works for Devizes.'* Sept. 20. Severe 
thunderstorm: 77 sheep killed on the farm of Mr. Robert Hooper, at Little Cheverell. 
Fatal accident ot Bradford, to Mr. S. Crisp, of Durlett Farm, Rowde. Sept. 23. Registration of 
Voters at Devizes. This was the first Registration under the hew Reform Act, admitting all rate- 
payhig householders and lodgers; Sept. 26. The Rev. J. M. Tandy, M.A., on res^ining the 
mastership of Devizes Grammar School, was presented with a handsome testimonial by his pupils. 
Mr. James Henry, B.A., succeeded Mr. Tandy. Oct. 7. Mr. J. T. Schomberg, Q.C. of Se^d, 
announced his intention of contesting the county against Sir G^rge Jenkinson. Oct. 16. Death 
of Major Grubbe, of Potteme. Oct. 20. Wilts Quarter Sessions, at Marlborough. The County 
Gbo\ question again discussed, and a motion for transferring the prisoners from SaHsburv to Devizes 
€ku>l, &c., was K>st. An amendment by Lord Folkestone for deferring the further connderation of 
the question until after the r^rt of the Rcnral Commission on Assize towns was carried by a 
majority of 21 to 17. Oct. 28. Earthquake in Emgland. Shock felt distinctly in Devizes and 
neighbourhood. Nov. 1. Abolition of the Devizes Turnpike Trust. Nov. 5. Bonfire on Etchil- 
hampton Hill to celebrate the abolition of the turnpike gates. Nov. 6. Public dinner at Ihe Bear 
for the same purpose. A valuable testimonial presented to Mr. J. J. Fox for his services in having 
*' after a four years' contest at his own expense, conducted and brought to a successful issue the 
abolition of the Devizes Turnpike Trust." There was a grand display of fiieworks on the Green at 
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1S73. Feb. 18.— Great OonservatiTe banquet at Devizea to introduce Mr. Geo. Estconrt as the second 
Oonseryative candidate at the next election. Feb. 27.~Wilts Lent Assizes. Sudden death of Mr. 
8. Wittey, a solicitor, while engaged in the Court. March 5.— Death of Mr. John Biggs, an old 
inhabitant of Devizes. March 12.— Trial and con?iction at Dorchester of the notorious swindler, 
Jane Trutch, alias the Hon. Miss Treheme, who had victimised a number of Devizes people a short 
time before. She was sentenced to five years penal servitude. March 31.~Death of ** Michael,'* 
the well known " boots " atthe** Bear." April 20.— Public meeting at Devizes, and petition in favour 
of repealmg the Contagious Diseases Act. July 8.— Devizes Wool Fair, the largest in the West of 
England, 100,000 fleeces being sold. July 30 —Death of Mr. Paul Anstie of Devizes. Sept. 18.— 
"Labourers Union" meeting on Devizes Green. Sept. 23.— Opening of the Oddfellows' Hall, 
Devizes, with a procession, fete, and banquet at Roundway Park, and illuminations and ball at the 
hidl in the evening. Oct. 3.— Appointment of Dr. Oarless as medical officer of health. Nov. 20.— 
Election of coroner for the middle division of Wilts, m the room of Mr. G. Sylvester, resigned. 
Six candidates issued addresses, including Mr. F. T. Silvester (Devizes), Dr. Oarless (Devizes), and 
Mr. E. D. B. Locke (Seend). Only the former and Dr. Adye (Bradford) were nominated. The 
show of hands beii^ In favour of Mr. Sylvester, a poll was demanded for Dr. Adye, and was 
taken on the 24th at Devizes, Pewsey, Melksham, Westbury, and Warmmster. Mr. Sylvester was 
elected, the numbers being Sylvester 906, Adye 868. Dec. 24.— Daring highway robbery with 
violence, on the person of Samuel Hibberd. by two tramps named John and Ann Murphy, on the 
Ooate Road. Prisoners were sentenced at the Assizes to 5 years penal servitude. 

1874. — Wilts Quarter Sessions at Devizes. The Chairman (H. A. Merewether, Esq., Q.O.), speaking In 
his charge on the late Education Act, made some remarks wnich afterwards excited a great deal oi 
discussion, to the effect that " if a carter or a ploughman could read the direction posts, tiiey were 
about qualifled to make a good carter and a good ploughman, but educating these people much 
beyond that, was throwing pearls before swine." Feb. 3.— Devizes election. The following were 
the number of votes recorded for the respective candidates : Sir Thomas Bateson, 396 ; Mr. 0. D. 
Griffith, 864 ; Mr. S. F. Sloper, 2. Feb. 11.- North Wilts Election. Mr. T. G. B. Estoourt, and 
Sir G^rge S. Jenkinsen (Conservatives), being returned. Estcourt, 3,195 ; Jenkinson, 3,129 ; Lord 
Oharles Bruce (the former sitting member), 2,35H. April 16.— Death of Dr. Burrows, of Devizes, at 
the West Coast of Africa. July 3 to 6.— Tlie gauge on the Berks and Hants Railway changed from 
broad to narrow width, the other iK)rtion8 of the Great Western system in the district ha^g been 
altered about a fortnight previously. July 26. — Rev. T. B. Buchanan, of Potteme, instaUed as 
Archdeacon of Wilts in the room of the Rev. T. Stanton, resigned through ill- health. Sept, 1. — 
Tenders received for the construction of the new Military Barracks on the London-road, DevizeB* 
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The tender of Mr. Finch of Plymonth, al about £40,000 accepted. Sept. 8, 9 and 10. —At the 
annual Gongrees of the Wilts Archseological Society held this year at Demes, the new Museum 
of the Society in Long-street opened. Oct. 22.— Resignation of the Kectory of DeTlzes by the Rev. 
W. H. Teale, and the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Surges in his stead. Mr. Teale presented with 
a testimonial, value 60 guineas, by his late parishioners. 

1875.— March 23.— Capture, in Spain, of Ernest Awdry Stiles, cashier of the North Wilts Bank, Melk- 
sham, charged with defrauding the Co. of nearly £20,000. April 2.— Special meeting of the Town 
Goundl, to consider the subject of enlarmig the Gas Works. A report recommending that £3,000 
be borrowed for the purpose, adopted. July 2. — The Bear Club Charity School amalgamated with 
the Town School in Sheep- street. July 17.— Death of Mr. Henry Hale Hulbert, Clerk of the Peace 
for Devizes. July 21.— Death of Mr. R. S. Hulbert, brother of the above. Aug. 6.— Dr. Carless, 
the medical ofQcer of the Borough, presented a report to the Urban Sanitary Authority, on the sub- 
ject of the graveyards in the town, showing that several of them were quite full, and tiiat additional 
burjring ground must be obtained within a short space of time. Aug. 13.— At an adjourned meet- 
ing of St. Mary's parish on the Cemetery question, a resolution was passed against taking any 
parochial action in the matter. Sept. 7.— The custom of toUing a funeral bell at 6 o'clock m the 
morning at St. John's and St. Mary's Churches (having been strongly condemned by the 
" Advertiser," was discontinued from this date by order of the Rector and Churchwardens. Oct. 1. 
Meeting at the Town Hall to confer with Mr. Holland, the Gk>vemment Inspector, on the question 
of the graveyards. Oct. 13.— Re- opening of St. Mary's Church after repairs and alterations in the 
internal arrangements. Oct. 18. — rublic meeting on the burial grounds question. Resolutions 
passed for placmg the matter in the hands of me Town Council as a Burial Board. Oct. 22.— 
Special meeting of the Town Council on the cemetery question. 

1876. Jan. 6. Death of the Riffht Hon. T. H. S. Estcourt. April 20. The bell-ringers of St. John's 
church struck for wages, and their demand being refused, a society of amateur beU-ringers was 
formed who learned the art of Campanology. April 22. G. H. B. Pike, rate-collector for St. 
Mary's Parish, convicted at the Borough Quarter Sessions on a charge of collecting fictitious rates, 
was sentenced to two months' imprisonment. April 24. At the annual meeting of the Wilts 
Friendly Sociely, at Devizes, the proposal to erect a statute in Devizes Market Place, to the memory 
of the late Mr. Southeron Estcourt, was formally approved of. May 1. Special vestry meeting of 
St. Mary's parish on the burial question. A motion for creating a Burial Board for the parish was 
met by an amendment requesting the Town Council to form themselves into a Burial 
Board for the whole borough. The amendment was carried, and a poll of the whole 
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1881. January 5. — Large meeting at the Oddfellows* Hall to form a Liberal Aflsooiation for the 
Borough of Devizes. January 18 and 19.— Heavy gale and snowstorm. Mails and train servioe 
Qtoppc^ for three days. Several deaths occurred in the neighbourhood of Devizes amongst carters 
and others carrying on open-air occupations. April 4.— Census day. Population of Devizes, 8^3, 
inclusive of St. James's, being an increase of 415 on the last decade. — May 20.— Erection of a hand- 
some coloured window in St. James's church in memory of the officers and men of the 99th regiment 
who fell in the Zulu war. June 16.— The Salvation Army at the Town Hall, Devizes. The pro- 
ceedings were interrupted by boys, and the use of the room for the second night was refused by the 
authorities. June 29. — WUts Trinity Sessions. Trial of the Marquis Townshend, Ool. Neapan, 
and Mr. F. Ellis for horsewhipping Lord Ed urard Thy nne, at Laverstock. Prisoners were con- 
victed, fined, and bound over to keep the peace for twelve months. June 30. Trial of Mr. R. L. 
Bruges, of Seend, at the Central Criminal Court, tor libelling the Countess of Lonsdale. Pleaded 
guilty, and discharged on the ground of aberration of mind, July 15. — Serious fire in the Market- 
place. Mr. Welling's house completely burned down, and the adjacent three houses more or less 
seriously damaged. Oct. 27.— At the Rifle Volunteers' prize distribution, the Mayoress presented 
Mr. W. H. Burt with the Albert medal of the second class, for his bravery in removing a can of gun- 
powder from Mr. Welling's burning premises. Nov. 24. — Murder at Devizes Workhouse. A pauper 
named Charles Gtorrish Mlled another pauper named Stephen Coleman, by thrusting a redhot poker 
into his neck. Gterrish was sentenced to death at the next Assizes, and was executed at Devizes 
prison on Jan. 30th, 1882. 

1882. January 19.— Mr. G. B. Sotheron Estcourt, M.P., fer North Wilts, announced his intention of 
retiring. February 16.— Conservative meeting. Resolution passed to ask Lord Aithur Somerset to 
stand as candidate at the oezt election. May 16. —Presentation to the town of a marble bust of the 
late Mr. H. A. Merewether, U C. May 31.— Death of Mr. R. P. Nisbet, J.P., D.L., at Southbroom 
House. June 3.— Resolution of the Berks and Hants Shareholders to transfer the line to the Great 
Western Railway Company. June 22. —Adoption of Mr. W. Saunders as Liberal candidate for Devizes. 
July 19.— Opening of a Freemason's Hall by Lord Methuen, on the site of the old Town Schools 
in Morris's Lane. August 1 . —Visitation by the Bishop of Salisbiuy. Presentation to the town of a 
portrait of the late Rev. Charles Lucas, to be placed in the Council Chamber. September 8.— Let- 
ting of the tolls of Devizes Market to Mr. J. Percy, of London, for one year, at £252 per year. 
Sept. 24.— Commencement of the pastorate of the Rev. W. Darwent at the Independent Chapel, 
Oct. 24.' Communication between Devizes and Trowbridge stopped, in consequence of the line bong 
flooded. Nov. 24 —Appointment of the Hev. C. E. B. Barnwell, as vicar of St. James's, Southbroom, 
in the place of the Rev. S. Tordiffe, resigned. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNALS OF DEVIZES. 59 



1883. Jan. 3.— Death of Mr. S. Waylen of Devizes at the age of 81. May 7.— Enqnizy at the Board 
Room of the Union Workhouse, by the Hon. Mr. Pelham, under the Divided Parishes Act. May 
18.— Protefits, at St. James's Vestry Meeting, against the proposed alterations in the parish under 
the Act. Juno 5.— Sale of the Park Dale Estate to Mr. J. T. Marshall for £2,160. August 8.— 
Owing to the appearance of scarlet fever in the town, at a special meeting of the Oouncu, it was 
decided to build a new wing to the Infectious Hospital. This was done within a week at a cost of 
£500. Sept. 1.— Announcement by the Charity Commissioners of their intention to endow a middle- 
class school at Devizes, or some other appropriate Wiltshire town, with the sum of £700 a year, out 
of the property left 300 years ago by Alderman Dauntsey, for the establishment of a free school at 
West Lavington. Sept. 21.— Special meeting of the Devizes Town Council to consider the question 
of the Dauntsey Chanty. Public meeting at Market Lavington to protest against the removal of 
the Charity from Lavington. Sept. 26 — Meeting at West Lavington for the same purpose. Oct. 4. — 
Committee appointed to watch the interests of Devizes with regard to the Dauntsey Charify. Oct. 
12.— Public meeting at Warminster to secure the Dauntsey Charity Middle Class School Endowment. 
Oct. 16— Wilts Quarter Sessions at Marlborough. Lengthy discussion on the subject of tibe 
Dauntsey bequest. The circular referred back to the Charity Commissioners. Oct. 17. — Public 
meeting at Salisbury to try for the Dauntsey Charity. Nov. 1— Amak^amation of Messrs. Locke and 
Company's Bank Ltd, at Devizes, with Capital and Counties Bank. Nov. 18.— First Sunday evening 
service at St. Mary's. 

1884. Feb. 6.— Erection of a screen across the Com Exchange, at a cost of about £60. April 8. — 
Adoption of Mr. R. Sorton Parry as Liberal candidate for Devizes. July 30.— Presentation to tiie 
Devizes troop of the Wilts Yeomanry Cavalry of a new shooting range on Roundway Down, by 
Capt G. T. S. Estcourt, M.P. Aug. 15.— Race meeting on Roundway Down, veiy large attendance 
from all parts. Sept. 23.— Re-opening of St. Peter's Church, aft^r addition of a new aisle. Dec. 
4.— Meeting at Trowbridge for the formation of an Agricultural Association for Wiltshire. Dec. 
31.— Holding of a Court at Salisbury, for the purpose of enquiring as to the divisions of the county 
under the Redistribution Bill, about to be passed through Parliament. By this Bill Wiltshire lost 
nine members. 

1885. Jan. 7.— Death of F. A. S. Locke, Esq., of Rowdeford, chairman of the Devizes Divisional 
Bench of Magistrates. Jan. 22.— Formation of a new Conservative Association for the Devizes 
Division. Feb. 3.— Formation of a new Liberal Association for the Devizes Division. Feb. 13. — 
William Rowlands, of Devizes, was charged with making counterfeit coins. Accused was tried at 
Winchester Assizes and sentenced to seven years' penal servitude. March 7. — Death of Mr. S. W. 
Sloper, of Devizes. March 19.— Death of Mr. C. Darby Griffith, formerly M.P. for Devizee. 
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Dedsioii of the Charity CommiBsionen to capitalise a sum of £80,000 for the nudntenanoe of the 
existing West Lavington Charities, and of a middle-class school at Derizee. April 25.— Adoption 
of W. Barber, Esq., Q.Cm as the Liberal candidate for East Wilts. May 9.~Sadden death 
of the Rev. H. A. L. Grindle, ricar of St. Peter's. May 13. Adoption of Mr. W. H. Long as Con- 
servatiTe candidate for East Wilts. Lord Henry Brace had also put forth claims. June 2 and 3. 
First meeting of the newly-formed Wiltshire Agricultural Society at Trowbridge. June 19. De- 
cision of the Devizes Urbaji Sanitary Authority to borrow £3,000 in order to complete the drainage 
scheme. July 13. Burning of a bam close to the Union Worithouse : narrow escape from serious 
conflagration. July 29. Visit of the Rt. Hon. J. Chamberlain, M.P., and Mr. Jesse OoUings, 
M.P., to Market Lavington* Aug. 7. Decision of the Devizes Urban Sanitary Authority to borrow 
the sum of £1,000 to enlarge the Waterworks. Oct. 12. County Court case. Fox v. Sorton Parry 
to recover £20 for registration expenses, as guaranteed. Judgment for defendant. Oct. 30. An- 
nouncement of the Queen's intention to raise Sir Thomas Bateson, Bart., M.P., to the peerage, by 
the title of Baron Deramore, of Belvoir, Belfast. Nov. 4. Dreadful accident at the Qas Works by 
thefallof a portion of the buildings; a workman named G^rge Ncnris killed. Dec. 11. First 
visit of the newly-appointed Bishop of Salisbury (Dr. Wordsworth) to Devizes. 

1886.— Jan. 13. Trial, for a double murder, of John Horton, at Devizes AssizeB. Prisoner was found 
guilty and was executed m Devizes Gku)l on Feb. 1st. Feb. 1. Hearing of a charge against Mr. 
S. W. Taylor, of All Cannings, before the Devizes Divisional Bench, of a violation of the ballot 
act at the previous election. The case was dismissed. Feb. 16. Formation of a Devizes Volunteer 
fire Brigade. Presentation t» C. E. Colston, Esq., by the Bristol Conservatives, for his services at 
the previous election as candidate for the Northern Division of the City. Appointment of new 
ma^pstratee, viz., Messrs. E. N. Oarless, T. Chandler, F. S. Hancock, F. Sloper and G. Smith. 
Maroh 16. Banquet at thtf Com Exchange to Lord Deramore, and presentation of a handsome 
testimonial and address, congratulating him on his elevation to the peerage, and thanking him for 
his services to the town, during the 21 years he was member. Apnl 30. Stormy parish meeting 
at West LavinflHton, in reference to the Dauntsey Charity. Resolution passed, accepting the £30,000 
offered by the Charity Commissioners, but objecting to £16,000 of it being used at Devizes or else- 
where. June lO.—Ptesentation to Mr. T. MuUings, for over 50 years Parish Cleric of Devizes. 
July 7.— The Second General Election under the new Franchise Bill was held for the Devizes 
Division on this date. Result :-W. H. Long (C.) 4,123 : J. W. Phillips (L.) 2,397. Majoritv, 
7126. Ju]^ 26.— Presentation of a testimonial to the Rev. H. de C. Wingfield, on his leaving the 
Parish of Southbroom. Ang. 2.— Appointment of Mr. W. H. Long, M.F., as Seoretaiy to the 
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L. Q. B. Aug. 16.— Purohase, by the Wllta Aichffiol(M;ioal Aflsodation, for their Muaeam, of the 
collection of fossils, &c., made by Mr. G. E. Sloper and his brother. Aug. 23.— Promnlgation of 
the New Danntsey Oharity Scheme ; £16,000 to be applied out of the capital sum of £30,000 to the 
Wilts Connty School, and £14,000 to the Daunts^ School and Almshouse Foundation. Aug. 30. 
—Suffocation of an old woman, named Ceoelia Wright, aged 83, living in New -street, by in- 
haling gas from a leak in a pipe. Sept. 7.— Discontinuance of the Bateson Reading Rooms, and 
oonTertion of the premises into GonserratiTe Olub Rooms, the property being given over by Lord 
Deramore for thatpurpose at a yearly rental of Is. Sept. 19.— The Bfayor and Corporation attended 
the Independent Obapel in State. Sept. 23.— Presentations to Mr. W. J. Rowden, Mr. J. Tayler, 
and Mr. J. Glass, the Ghairman and Vice-Ohairmen of the Market ordinary at the Elm Tree Inn, by 
Mr. E. hloper, the retiring landlord. Oct. 7.— Adoption of John Wynford Philipps, Esq., as Liberal 
Candidate for East Wilts. Oct. 8.— Revival of the custom of giving a retmng banquet by the 
Mayor, Mr. Mead. Nov. 2.— Presentation to Mr. Joseph Howard, Governor of H.M. Prison at 
Bevises, on his removal to a similar poet at Cardiff. Nov. 18.— Opening of the Conservative Olub. 
Dec. 1.— Completion of the New Sewage Works, at a cost of about £3,000. 

1887.— Jan. 4. Wilts Quarter Sessions at Devices. Appointment of the Rt. Hon. E. P. Bouverie as 
Chahrman of the First Court, and Lord Bdmond Fftsmaurioe as Chairman of the Second Court, in 
place of Mr. R. L. Lopes and Mr. C. F. D. CaiUard, resigned. Feb. 1.— Jubilee Volunteer banquet 
at the Town-hall. Jiine 28.— Celebration in Devizes of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria : the local 
memorial was an additional wing (costing £630} to the Cottage Hosfiital, in order to extend its 
benefits to the neighbouring contributory parishes. The day's festivities included a dinner to the 
poor of the town, and a treat to 2,000 school children in Roundway Park. £350 was raised and 
expended on the festivities. July 20.— Resignation of the Borough Recordership by Mr. R. L. 
Lopes. Mr. F. R. T. Radclilfe was appointed in his stead. Nov. 2.— Death of Mr. Hennr Oun- 
nington, the well-known archssologist, of Devizes. Nov. 4.— Presentation to the borough by the 
Mayor (Mr. Aid. Chandler) of a portrait, in oils, (by Mr. H. Grant) of Her Majesty the Queen, in 
commemoration of the Jubilee year and of his own fourth year of office. Nov. 11.— Death of Lady 
Charlotte Watson-Taylor. Dec. 18 — The Salvation Army commenced operations in the town, 
taking up their quarters in the Barracks, Couch Lane. Dec* 26.— Death of Mr. George Sylvester, 
formerly County Coroner, at Trowbridge, aged 100 years, all but three months. 

1888.— April 3.— A new clock in St. James* tower completed. The cost, about £134, was met by public 
subscription. April 23. — A public meeting of the Devizes tradesmen decided to have an early 
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dodng day each week, dosing on Wednesday afternoon at 4 o'dock, from May until September. 
The fist " early-dosing day** on May 2nd was celebrated by a torcbligbt procession. May 7. — 
Death of Mr. R. V. Leach, of Deyiaee Castle, aged 82. June 14—15. Meeting and Annual Show 
of the Wiltshire Agricultural Sodety at Devizes. June 25.— Presentation to Lord Methuen, A.D.C., 
upon rdinquishing the command of the Royal Wilts Militia, by the past and present officers of the 
regiment. July 8. — The Dauntsey Charity scheme presumably settled by an agreement 
to accept the terms offered by the Mercers* Company, viz., the payment of £2500 
a year towards the maintenance of a free dementary school and almshouse at West Lavington ; 
and the establishment of anew school for special instruction in agriculture. August 1. Great 
Liberal demonstration at Calne, address by Mr. Campbell Bannerman, M.P. August 21. Devizes 
Castle sold by auction and purchased by Sir Charles Stuart Rich, Bart, for £8000. Sept. 13. Enauiry 
by a Government Commisnoner into the Devizes Markets and Tolls. Oct. 2. Marriage of Uapt. 
Sdcer, ofSpye Park, to Lady Margaret Fane, daughter of the Eail of Westmoreland. Oct. 10. 
Marriage of Mr. A. W. Hartopp to Miss Janet Spicer, of Spye Park. Nov. 8. Opening of a Parish 
Room, given to St. James*s Parish^ Mr. A. Meek, of Hulworth. Nov. 84. Death of Edward 
Hampton, an inmate of Devizes Xfnion Workhouse, aged 101 years. Dec. 30. Death of Mr. 
Alexander Meek, of Hillworth House, aged 80. 

1889.— January 1. Last meeting of the Wiltshire Court of Quarter Sessions, at 
Devizes, previous to the transference of its dvil powers to the County Council. 
Jan. 23. Foiling day for Wilts County Council, Mr. G. H. Mead elected for the Devizes division. 
March 11. Death of Mr. William Nott, of Devizes, actuary of the Savings Bank, a prominent Free- 
Mason, and Hon. Major and Secretary of the Devizes Volunteers, etc. The members of the Rifle 
Corps afterward subscribed towards procuring a Challenge Cup, to be shot for annually, thus 
perpetuating his memory. March 27. Meet of the Savemake Stag hounds. April 9. Excavations 
at Wans Dyke by General Pitt Rivers. April 25. Death of William Hutchins, for 26 years town 
crier and beadle. J. G. Nott was afterwards appointed as his successor. June 7. Shockincr 
rdlway tragedy in the train near the Fish Bridge. Miss Lister, a schoolmistress of Devizes, shot 
and pushed out of the train by a young man named Keding, who got out of the carriage and was 
killea by the the train passing over him. Miss Lister afterwards recovered from her injuries. 
August 28. Prosecution of the Salvation Army for obstruction m Hare and Hounds Street and 
Bridewell Street. The case was dismissed. Septembers. Transfer of Messrs. Humby's brewmg 
etc. business to Messrs. Wadworth and Co. Sept. 11* Government enquiry at the Town Hall as to 
loan of £3,000 for the extension of Devizes Waterworks. Oct. 25. Presentation of silver tea-service 
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to Mr. J. F. Humby, Mayor, by the CorporatioD and Borough Officials, in acknowledgment of hie 
two years' serrice as Mayor, and also of the birth of a daughter, during his Mayoralty. Koy. 2 — 
Formatioii of North Wilts Dairy Co., Ltd. Capital £20,000 in £5 shares. Not. 9.— Dreadful mur- 
der by a man named Benjamin Purnell, who killed his wife, Emily, at 21 Avon Terrace by 
cutting her head open with a hatchet. Purnell was afterwards executed. Not 16. — Fatal accident 
to Miss L. Spicer, from a fall m the hunting field. Dec. 70— Great Liberal Demonstration, and 
opening of a Libcoral Club in Devizes. Dec. 13.— Opening of a new organ in St James's Churdi, as 
a memorial to the late Mr. A. Meek. Deo. 16. -Death of Right Hon. £. P. Bouverie. Dec. 20— 
Resignation of Mr. A. G. Meek, Clerk to the Urban Sanitary Authority and Town Clerk. 

1890— Jan. 27.— Death of Robert Logdeu, for 27 years sexton of St. James's Church. Jan. 30.— Allot- 
mentland provided near Rotherstone, for the benefit of working men, by Mr. Colston. Feb. 25.— 
Adoption of Mr. C. K. Fyfte, M. A., as Liberal Candidate for East Wilts. March 3. -Public meet- 
ing at the Town Hall to consider the desirability of petitioning the Queen to abolish the Oourt of 
BOTough Unarter Sessions. A resolution was passed in favour of the abolition, but the Town 
(k>nncU afterwards refused to act upon the recommendation. May 2— Appointment of Mr. J. T. 
Jackson as Town Clerk, in th< place of Mr. A. G. Meek. May 14.— Sudden death of Mr. Alderman 
Waylen, tlie oldest member of the Devizes Town Council. June 2.— Death of T. Mullings, for 86 
years the Parish Clerk of De?izes. Dec. 1.— Death of Lord Deramore, who, as Sir Thomas Bate- 
son, represented Devizes in Parliament for 20 years. 

1891. Jan. 14. —Conference of the members of the County Council, Town Councils, Sdiool of Art 
managers etc., at Trowbridge, on the question ot local grants for technical education, out of the 
funds placed at the disposal of the County Council by recent legidation. Feb. 26.— Death 
of the Rev. Canon Jackson, the eminent Wiltshire Archaeologist. - Feb. 16. The Devizes 
Town Council, by 11 votes to 7. adopted the motion by Mr. Aid. C. GiUman, for planting 
trees in the streets. Apr. 21.— CI. »rge of assault preferred at Croydon, against Mr. C. A. Fjtte, the 
Libera] candidate for East Wilts, I «y Christopher Richmoni. The case was afterwards sent for 
trial by the magistrates, and, at Guildford Assizes, in July, the Grand Jury i^ored the bill, the 
judge characteiizing the charge as an extremely improbable one. May 15.— The B<»ough Char- 
ters, at the instance of the Mayor (Mr. Aid. C. Gillman), placed for preservation and permanent 
display, on the walls of the C'lundl Chamber. June 29.— The final scheme for the management 
of the Danntsey Charity having been settled, the election for local governors took place, t^e gentle- 
man elected bcdng Mr. James GIhss and Mr. S. Saunders. June 30.— Annual Prize Shooting meet- 
ing of the Wilts Rifle Asauoiation, after a lapse of 5 years. July 9.— L.G.B. enquiry at Devizes. A 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNALS OF DBYIZBS. 



loan of £3,000 was sanotloiied to canQr out a portion of the exteDsioiiB in oontemplation at the 
Sewage Works. July 31.— Adoption of Mr. G. £. Hobhouse as Liberal Candidate lor East Wilts, 
in place of Mr. C. A. Fyffe, who resigned on account of ill-health. Visit to De?izee of H.R.H. 
the Duke of Connaught to inspect the Western Counties Volunteer Brigade encamped on 
Pound Down. He was accorded a public reception, the town being deoorated from end to end. 
The Corporation and inhabitants of Devizes presented a thirty-guinea cup for competition amongst 
the Regiments of the Brigade.— Aug. 11. Election of Mr. F. M. Lush as Superintendent Registrar, 
in place of Mr. A. G. Meek, resigned. —Sept. 11. Decisioi^ of the Town Council to enlarge the 
Infectious Diseases Hospital.— Oct. 28. Mr. H. V. Hulbert, Clerk of the Peace for Devizes, 
resigned his office with a view of entering the Church. Mr T C Hopkins was afterwards appointed in 
his place.— Oct. 30. Schemes having been sent in from the Borough of Devizes and the Devizes 
Union for conducting Technical Education Classes, etc., the County Council allotted £597 to 
Devizes. The annual sum previously scheduled was £510. 

1892. Februaiy. Formation of sub-centres in connection with the Technical Bdncatioa scheme, at 
West Lavington, Ercbfont, All Cannings and Bromham, Devizes being the centre.— Feb. 19. 
Death of Mr. C. A. Fyffe, formerly Liberal candidate for East Wilts.- March 24. Capt. 8picer*s 
Coach, the '*Nimrod," started to run from Devizes to Bath for the season.— March 2nd. The 
lighting of the courts in Devizes, arranged for by the Gas Committee.— May 6. Quarterly Council 
Meeting. The use of the Town-hall for politioetl meetings refused by a vote of 9 to 8.— May 18. 
Re- opening of the Independent Chapel, Devizes after renovation.— June 3. A proposal to enlarge 
the Infectious Hospital at a cost of £800, allowed to drop by the Committee of the Urban Sanlta^ 
Authority, theL^cal Government Board having declined to sanction the scheme without consider- 
able enlargemenet and additional expense.— .fuly 8. East Wilts Election. Return of Mr. C. £. 
Hobhouse, the Liberal candidate : Hobhouse 3896, Long 3758. Appointment ef four borough 
magistrates, viz., Messrs. G. H. Mead, H. K. Korris, G. S. A. Waylen, and the County Court 
Juc^$e for the time being. — ^Nov 3. Appointment of additional ma^tratee, viz., Mr. T B Anstie, 
Mr. H. Baker, Mr. C. Gillman, Mr. C. F. Hart and Mr. J. A. Randdl.— Nov. 10. The subscribers 
of the British Schools decided to close the school shortly, the probable result said to be the formation 
of a School Board for the Town. 

1893. Feb. 21. Decision of the Devizes Board of Guardians, to erect an iron hospital for small-pox 
etc., at a cost of over £300. March 23.— Opening of Eastbourne House as a Mothers* Nursing 
Home. April 17.— Issuing of an order by the Education Department, requiring 150 more places 
for scholars to be providedfor St. James's parish, extra municipal. May 24.— Visit to the town of 
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the Prince of Wales, to renew the Wilts Yeomanry on Boundway Down, on the occasion of the 
centenary of the formation of the regiment. There was a great public reception, the town being 
beautifully decorated, and illuminated at night. His Royal Highness was entertained to luncheon 
at the BcAr Hotel, and the Mayor (liir. Aid. Mead) entertained a large and representative company 
atthe Town Hall indnding the Mayors of other Wiltshire Boroughs, Chairmen of UrbanCounoils, 
&C. May 19. -Order of the Education Department for 50 more jjlaces to be provided in the public 
Elementary Schools of Devizes. This was eventually complied with, and the formation of a School 
Board was therefore unnecessary. June 17. —Death of Mr. James Sainsbury, a well-known resident 
of Devizes. June 20.~Seriou8 outbreak of diphtheria at Potteme, some twenty children falling 
victims to it. Sept 6.— Appointment of Mr. J. J. Dimg as Olerk to the Magistrates, in suoceesion 
to Mr. J. J. Jackson. 

.—Jan. 22.— Death in London of Mr. James Waylen, author of the history of Devizes, history of 
Marlborough, ftc. March 20.— Presentation to the Town OouncQ of an oil painting by the late 
Mr. James Waylen, of Devizes Castle, in *' Te Olden Tyane.** June 7 and 8.— Annual show of the 
Wiltshire Agricultural Association at Devizes. June 12.— Sudden death of Bir. Aid. F. Sloper. 
Sept. 19. — Ke-opening of Salem Chapel by the congregation hitherto meeting in High-street 
Rooms. Sept. 24.— first Nonconformist burial in a Devizes Churchyard under the Burials Act, 
Mrs. Eleanor Dangerfleld being interred at St. James's Church, the Congregational minist^ 
officiating. Oct. 20.— Celebration of *• Hospital Sunday " in Devizes. Nov. 12 and 14.— Heavy 
rainstorms and serious floods throughout Wiltshire. Railway line blocked on both sides of Devizes 
Station, owing to land slips. During December of this year the ** Local Oovemment Act, 1894," 
came into force. There was no election tor the Roundwav Parish Council. Dec. 24.— Last 
nominal meeting of the Devizes Highway Board their duties henceforth being carried on by 
the *" Rural District CouncU." 

1895.— Jan. 8.— First meeting of the Devizes Rural District Council. Jan. 17.— T/xsal government 
Board enquiry, respecting an application to create *' The Breach " a special district A the parish 
of Roundway, and to borrow a sum of £1.480 for drtiinage works therein. Feb. 16.— Ice Carnival 
on the Crammar, £160 being raised by this and other means, for the relief of the poor. The 
winter was an exceptionally severe one. March 13.— Death of Mr. Joseph Robbins, a much- 
respected inhabitant of the town. March 24. — Rev. H. Oatley resigned the pastorate of the New 
Baptist Chapel, Devizes. April 5.— The British School Buildings in Northgate -street handed over 
to the Technical Education (k>mmittee on a lease of 99 years at a nominal rent, on certain con- 
ditions which have since been modified. April 12 —Mr. John Ferris, oldest inhabitant of Devizes, 



Digitized by 



Google 



M AfmALB t)lf b«ti4te 



died at the age of 92. April 14.— Bhital murder at Woodbridge, Potteme, on Easter Sondaj, of 
Mr. Mark Butler, farmei . The crime still remains undisooTered £liid unpunished [19071. Maj I. — 
Death of Mr. William Sanders, M. P., well known in Devizes. May 7.— Opening o( the new Dauntsej 
School at West Lavington, speeches bj Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., and Mr. Jease Gollings, M.P. 
Maj 10.— First meeting of the Devizes and Boundway Joint Burial's Committee, superseding the 
former Devizes Burial Board July 26 —East Wilts Election, Goulding (Tory), 4,114, Hobhouse, 

i Liberal), 3,637. Auff. 6.— The County Coimcil resolved to apply to the Local Government Board 
or leave to borrow £15,000 for the purpose of works at the Wilts County Asylum. Sept. 1.— The 
Bey. J. Day commenced his ministry as pastor of the New Baptist Chapel. Sept. 14.~Preeentation 
of silver candelabra to Mr. H. Kent Norrls, by benefit members of the friendly societies, for his 
valuable services while honorary secretary of the Cottage Hospital. Oct. 18.— Mr. and Bfrs. 
Emmanuel Butter, who had held the oiBoe of Sexton ana SeztoneM at St Maiy's Church for 
upwards of 41 years, celebrated their golden wedding. Not. 3.— Extensive enlargement of the 
accommodation for goods traflc at the G.W.R. Station. The directors declined to double the line 
between Deviz^^ and Holt Nov. 9.— Be-election of Mr. G. H. Mead as Mayor ot Devizee (fifth 
term ot office). At the Mayoral banquet in the evening, a silTer tea and coifee service, purcbaseid by 
■ubbcription, was preeentea to the Mayor and Mayoress, in oonsideratioa of the services they had 
rendered to the town. Betirement of Mr. Aid. W. Brown, after 35 years ofpublin seorice to the 
Borough. Nov. 18.— Death of Mr. Alfred Waller, a well-known ** Whip." He was one of the last 
of the old stage-coach drivers, and more recently drove the coaches of Mr. Fuller and Oapt. Spioer 
between Dewhea and Bath. Dec. 18.— Conversion of the firm of Brown and May, North Wilts 
Foundry, into a Limited Liability Company, with a cafntal of iS50,000. Dec 5.— Presentation to 
Major Biandell of a purse of gold and mnndnated address, as a town's testimonial on the occasion 
of the celebration of his golden wed^Ung. 

1896.— Jan. 2.— Death of Mr. William Sims, a local poet of considerable merit March 3.— Death of 
Mr. William Long, a well-known sportsman, and com- trader. March 80.— Death of Mr. George 
Richmond, R.A., owner of the Porch House at Potteme. May 11.— Death of Mr. E. B. Anstle, 
J.P., at the age of 80 years. June 18.— Retirement of Surgeon Lieut.- Colonel Carless, sfter 85 
years service ^th the Volunteers. July 22.— The Rev. C. Hemington on his completing 25 years 
ministry at the Old Baptist Chapel, was presented with a writing tablt, Mrs. and Miss H«'mington 
also receiving presentations. July 30.— Ambulance, etc., provided for the town by public 
subscription. Sept. 30.— Marriage of Sir John Dickson-Poyuder to Mif« Ann Beauderk Dundas. 
Oct. 88.— Death of Mr. A. C. Tidbot, a member of the Town Council. Not. 17.— Defttii of Mr. 
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Frederic Bobbins (formerly a member of the firm of Humby and Bobbins, Sonthbroom Brewery, 
at the age of 98. Not. 30.— Presentations to Mr. 8upt. Baldwin and Mr. Snpt. Beauchamp, upon 
their retirement from the offices of Deputy Chief Constable and Chief Clerk, respectively. At the 
end of the month an avenue of trees was planted on the Station-road by the Bail^ay Company ; 
the trees being provided by Mr. F. Beynolds. of the Bear Hotel. Dec. 2 and 3.— First Christmas 
Stock Show at Devizes. Dec. 5. — Appointment of Col Boughey to the command of the 62nd 
Begimental District at Devizes, in succession to Col. Collingwood. Dec. 15.— Betirement of Mr. 
John Wilshin, manager of the Capital and CountieB Bank. Mr. Ernest F. Toone was appointed in 
his stead. 

1897.— Jan. 8.— Death of Mr. T. B. Anstie, J.P., for over 50 years a medical practitioner in 
Devizes. Jan. 11.— The shareholders of the North Wilts Dairy Co. decide to acquire various other 
dairies in the neighbourhood, amalgamating them all under one management. Jan. 29.— Celebra- 
tion of the 40th Anniversary of the ** Devizes and Wiltshire Advertiser." A dinner, attended by a 
large and representative company, held at the Bear Hotel, presided over by Mr. Gillman, 
the proprietor. April 22. — Ete-oij^uUion of Mr. Kemp, Governor of Devizes Prison. Death of the 
Bev. P. A. L. Wood, formerly rector of Devizes, aged 80 years. May 11.— Mr. Watson-Taylor 
arranges to make a new road, shortening the distance between Deviies and Westbuiy. June 17. — 
Death of Capt Hunt-Grubbe of EastweTl, Potteme. During the month, in Devizes as elsewhere, 
there were great public rejoicings, to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of QueenVictoria. In Devizes the 
celebration took the form of enlargement and improvement of the Cottage Ho6pital,supplemented by 
a public tea,dinner,fete,andflreworks. Hon. Sees., Messr3.B D GUlman and D Owen. Oct.25. — Inquiry 
at Salisbury by the Light Hallway Commissioners, as to the proposed Ught Bailway from Pewsey 
to ISalisbnry, contemplated by the G. W.B. Opposition was offered by tLe War OiiSce and by the 
Borough of Devizes. The Commissioners subsequently reported favourably on the scheme, but 
it was eventuallv decided not to construct the line. Oct. 30.— Presentation to the Bev. C E. B. 
Barnwell, for 14 years vicar of Southbroom, upon his leaving Devizes. Nov. 22.— Presentation to 
the Bev F. E. and Mrs. Skyrme, on their leaving Devizes. 

1898. Jan. 26. — Presentation of a purse of gold to the Bev. W. Darwent on his retiring from the pas- 
torate of the Congregational Church, Devizes. Jan. 31. -Death of Mr. Joseph Jackson, for 25 
years derkto the County and Borough Magistrates. Feb. 1.— Death of Mr Josepn Willis, an old 
mbabitant of Devizes, in his 84th year. March 2.— North Wilts Dairy Co., Ltd. dissolved, 
and the business merged with that of the Wilts United Dairies Co., Ltd. April 27. — 
Presentation to Mr. Edwin Giddings, on the oocasiou of his marriage, ot a aflvBr aalfer, in reoogni- 
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tionof hiB semces as warden, of St John's Ohurth. May 6.— Funeral of Judge C. F. I), Caillard* 
Oounty Court Judge for the Devizee district since 1858. July 1.— Opening of a new mission-room 
in Commercial road, Derizes. August 1. — Laying of the memorial stone of the 
new Wesleyan Chapel. September l.—Sudden death of Mr Sam Smith, of Potteme, who 
fell off his bicycle near the *' Olive Branch," Inn, and expired almost immediately, ^ept. 8.— Death 
of Bir. J A Randell,J.P., who for many years took an active part in the public business of the town. 
He was a prominent Freemason, and was one of the pioneers of the volunteer movement, holding 
the rank of Hon. Major. Oct. 2.— Celebration of the Jubilee of Coate Cbapel, founded by the late 
Mr E B Anstle, of Devizes. Nov. 15. — At a meetiug of the Wilts County Council, it was decided 
by 31 votes to 29 to appoint a County Medical Officer. The Devizes Board of Guardians and nu- 
merous other public bodies protested against the appointment, but the resolution was confirmed. 
Nov.28~Death of Ald.C. Oillman. J.P.,Mayor 1889 and 1890. For many years BorougbChamberlain. 
First Chairman of Rounday Parish Council. Dec 7«— Death of the Etev. A C Smith, of Old Park, one 
of the Hon. Sees, of the Wiltshire Archaeological Association. 

1899.— Jau. 8.— Death of Mr. S. S. Pugh, principal of the Devizee Grammar School, and formerly 
minister of the New Baptist Chapel. Jan. 25.— Death of Dr. E. N. Carless ; Mr. G. S. A. Waylen 
was subsequently elected Medical Officer of Health. March 5. —Rev. T. O. Prosser commenoee his 
minlstiT as pastor of the Congregational Church, Northgate Street, Devizes. March 23. — Appoint- 
ment of new Borough Magistrates, namely, Messrs. E. L. Anstie, R. D. Gillman, W. E. Keeling, 
F. Reynolds, J. Rose, and G. Simpson, jun. April 12. - Death of Mr. F. M. Lush, for many years 
practising as solicitor at Devizes, and for 33 years clerk to the Board of Guardians. April 21 —A 
new bnsmess concern in Devizes is registered as ** The Central Wilts Bacon Co., Ltd.,** with a 
capital of j650,000. April 24.— Sale of the Estcourt Devizeb Estate, which realized £26,000, ex- 
clusive of timber. Devizes Green and Crammar Pond were withdrawn from the sale, having been 
acquired by private treaty by the Devizes Corporation. April 25.— Appoincment of Mr. O. Sheppard 
as Superintendent Registrar, and Clerk tr the Board of Guardians April 29.— Devizes Town Font- 
ball Qub prove champions of the League. There was a scene of much excitement on the occasion 
of the cup being handed to the winners in the Market Place. May 27.— At the annual meeting of 
the East Wilts Liberal Association, Mr. T. A. Meates, of London, was invited to contest the 
constituency. June 16.— The Devizes Urban District Ooimcil decided to adopt the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act, and the Borough Surveyor w&s instructed to prepare plans for ten cottafies 
in Gain's Lane. June 81. — Announcement in Parliament that it was in contemplarion to spend 
the sum of £1,600,000 in the construction of barracks and other works on the new War Office area 
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on Saliaburj Plaiu. August 20. —There wae coneiderable newspaper correspondence about this 
time respecting the sale of the Netheravou estate to the War Office by Sir M. H. Beach. The 
price (£93,411) beine regarded as excessive. August 25.— The Mayor of Devizes (Mr. R. D. QiU- 
man) having privat^y raised a fund for the planting of trees in some of the principal streets, the 
(General Purposes Committee of the Town Councnl formally sanctioned the same. Sept. 21. — 
Presentation of the Rev. E. J. Bodington, formerly vicar of Osmington, to the living of Potterne, 
in suocession to the Rev. Canon Inman, resided. Nov. 6.— Formation of a looal centre of the 
Soldiers and Sailors Families Association, ^ov. 29.— Opening of the new Wealeyan Chapel in 
Long Street, erected at a cost of about £3,800. Dec. 10.— Arrival of the colours of the 2nd Batt. 
Wiltshire Regiment, to be deposited in the Barracks during the absence of the Regiment in South 
Africa. Dec. 11.— The Reservists of Sections A, B, and C, assemble at Devizes to join the 2nd Batt. 
under orders for active service in South Africa. Dec. 16.— The 2nd Batt. Wiltshire Regiment en- 
barked at Southampton for South Africa. Dec. 23. -Death of the Rev. J. H. Burges, D.D.. for 25 
years rector of Devizes Dec. 25.— Death of Lord Ludlow, better known as Mr. Justice Lopes. 

1900. - Jan. 10.— Local Government Board enqiiiry at Devizes, to take into consideration the application 
of the Town Council to borrow £700 for the purchase of Devizes Green (the re- 
mainmg £500 to be paid out of current funds January 17. —The Volunteer 
Service Company, composed of 3 officers and 116 men, of the Wiltshire Volunteers, assembled at 
Devizes. Feb.— During the early part of the year, public attention was almost entirely occupipd by 
the war in South Africa, and the local military preparations. The Volunteer Service Oo. at 
Devizes and the Imperial Yeomanry at Trowbridge, were both undergoing a special course of 
instruction. A Colt- automatic machine gun was presented to the Wiltshire Contingent of the 
Imperial Yeomanry, and the contributions to the Soldiers* and Sailors* Families Association totalled 
a handsome amount. Feb. 13.— Farewell service to the Wilts Volunteer Service Co. at St. John's 
Church, in the evening the men were entertained at a banquet in the Town Hall. Great snow- 
storm which blocked the line between Savernake and Devizes. Pu^m „- 1 !rain in a snow-drift near 
ColliDgboume. Feb. 16. —Departure of the Volunteer Service Co. for Southampton. The departure 
took place amid a scene of immense enthusiasm. Feb. 20. — News arrives of a disaster to the Wilts 
Uegiment, at Rensburg. March 1. — News of the relief of Ladysmith received with great public 
enthusiasm. March 15.— Presentation of a purse containing £50, as a parting gift to the Rev. J. 
G. Locke, for many years curate of Devizes. April 4.— The Rev. J. G. Watson, M.A., takes up 
his residence as rector of Devizes. April 28.— Death of Mr. Gkorge Simpson, J.P., for 35 years a 
member of the Town Council, and twice Mayor; from 1871-1886 proprietor and editor of the 
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" Devizes and Wiltshire Gktzette.*' May 4.~At a meeting of the Town Ck>unoil it was decided to 
adopt the septic system of sewage disposal, also to provide 45 plots of building land on long leases 
on the Victoria Road site. May 13.— Death at Bloemfontein, from enteric fever, of Capt. H. P. 
Rogers, 2nd Batt. Wiltshire Regimbnt. May 23 and 24.— Annual Show of the Wilts Agricultural 
Association at Devizes. June 22.— Lieut. A. J. Meek, 6th Dragoon Guards, eldest son of Mr. A. 
Grant- Meek, Devizes, died from wounds received in action near Pretoria. August 3.— Re-opening 
of Krchfont Church, after undergoing a much-needed restoration at a cost of about £700. 
Sept. 12.— Opening of a new Wesleyan Chapel, at Littleton, the gift of Messrs. H. andT. HoUoway. 
Sept. 21. — Mr. Councillor Butcher presented to the Corporation a silver mace for use as a *' Mayoresses 
Mace." Oct. 16.— Wilts Quarter Sessions, at Marlborough, Lord Fitzmaurice elected as Chairman 
in the place of the late Lord Ludlow, and Sir Godfrey Lushington, G C.M.G., vice-chairman. Oct. 
25.— A War Office order gave to the R.W. Yeomary the honour of representing the Yeomanry of 
England at the inauguration of the Australian Commonwealth. Lieut. -Col. -Long, Quarter- Master- 
Qetgt. Sudweeks, Corpl. J. Butler, and Trooper G. Coward were chosen to represent the Devises 
Troop. Nov.20— Death of Mrs. Colston,Sen. Dec. 11, Death of Mr.John Rose,J.P., a member of the 
Devizes Town Council. Deo. 18.— Public enquiry into the Municipal and other Charities of the 
town. The principal result of the inquiry was to elicit the fact that most of the ciuurities adminis- 
tered by the Rector and Churchwardens were not Church Charities at all, but are eqaally open to 
Nonconformists, as are also the almshouses. Dec. 25.— Presentation of a cheque and iUummated 
address to the Bev. W. H. Weekes, upon his resigning the curacy of St. Peter's Church, to take up 
the chaplaincy of H M. Prison* 



DEVIZES IN 1791. 



We are indebted to Mr. W. A. Bones, of the Old Book Shop, Devizes, for an interesting extract 
from the Universal British Directory, 1791, which gives one of the earliest descriptions of our town that 
we have seen. The article says :— 

« Devizes is a populous town in Wiltshire, distant eiirhty- seven miles and a half from London, 
seven from Calne, ten from Chippenham, seven from Mdksham, six from Market- Lavington, and 
twenty -two from Salisbury. Devizes, which probably derives its name from the Latin word dmtm, 
signifying diviaion, and supposed to have been conferred upon this town from its being andenfly divided 
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between the king and the bishop of Salisbury, is a town of great antiquity, supposed, by Dr. Stukley,to 
have been the Punctuobice of Ravennus. The Romans inclosed it with a vallum and ditch ; in the last 
of which the inhabitants have made a road almost round the town ; but in several places both the ditch 
and the vallum are still visable ; and took in the castle, which was originally a Roman work, erected in 
a fine situation, on a small hill or mount near the Bear Inn, where many remains of the above castle are 
still to be seen. It was one of the strongest castles in England ; and the grant of it was esteemed by 
many of the tirst nobility as peculiarly honourable. It was well fortified by nature, and in after times 
was made almost impregnable by Roger, bishop of Salisbury, though it is now nearly destroyed. 

Many Roman coins of different emperors have been found in the neighbourhood of the Devizes, 
together with pots and other earthern vessels, supposed to be Roman. Just without the town, in a 
pleasant plnin called t^e Qreen, a large urn full of Roman coins was discovered in the year 1714 ; and 
near the same place were found buried, under the ruins of an ancient building inclosed with Roman 
brick, several brass statues of heathen deities, supposed to have been deposited there about the year 234, 
when the lUman troops were called out of Britain. These were carried about the kingdom as a show, 
and consisted of a Jupiter Ammon, about four inches long, weighing somewhere about four ounces ; 
Neptune with his trident, the prongs of which were much shorter than they are usually represented ; 
this figure was about four inches in length, and weighed four ounces ; a Bacchus, much of the same 
weight and dimensions ; a Vulcan, somewhat lesa than any of the above figures ; a Venus, about six 
inches in length, with the left arm broken off, but much the best finished in the collection ; a Pallas, 
with her helmet, shield, and spear between three and four inches in length ; a Hercules, about four 
inches long, weighing six ounces and a half. Besides these, there were a Mercury, the wolf witiii 
RomnluB and Remus, a vestal virgin, some European deities, and a coin of the Emperor Alexander 
Sevems. 

Devizes is a corporate borough, by charter of king Oharles I. The corporation consists of a mayor, 
recorder, ten magistrates, and twenty-four common-counoilmen, who have the liberty of making what 
number of burgesses they please, all of whom have the right of voting at elections for members of 
parliament. The influence which prevails here, is that of James Sutton, Esq., of New Park, in this 
county, brother-in-law to the speaker in the house of commons, who was once a member for this 
borough. This town, which is of a very considerable magnitude, labours under the same disadvantage 
as a number of other places in the kingdom, respecting the right of voting being limited to the body 
corporate, and not extending to the people at large. Devizes, which sent to tSi the parliaments of 
king Edward I. made only four returns, viz., 1, 8, 9, and 19, Edward n. till 4 Edward III. Number 
of voters 30. Returning oi&oer, the mayor. 
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Here was once a noble oastle, supposed one ot the strongest in England ; and the grant of it was 
accepted bj some ot the first nobility as an honour. On a small hill or mount, near the Bear lun, are 
now to be seen many remains of the above castle. 

Here are two churches and a chapel, also a meeting house for dissenters. There is also a rery good 
charity school. 

The inhabitants value themselves on being tenants to the king, and for one of the best markets in 
England. The markets are Mondays and Thursdays ; that on Mondays is for butcher's meat only ; 
but that on Thursdays is uncommonly well supplied with butcher's meat, poultry, corn, wool, horses, 
and all sorts of cattle. In the market-place is a monumental stone on which is rec>orded a most awful 
instance of Divine vengeance, almost immediately inflicted on an unhappy wretch who had repeatedly 
called God to witness the truth of what she then advanced, although it was a falsehood The fairs are 
as follow : F«^b. 14. for horses ; April 20, on Devizes- green, for all kinds of cattle ; this is a very large 
fair ; Holy-Thursday, a consi ierable fair for cattle ; June 13, July 5, a very considerable one, for 
cattle ; Oct. 2, a small fair for cattle and pleasure ; and Oct. 20, on Devizes-green, a very extensive 
fair for cattle, hops, cloth, Ac. 

The buildings are bid, and for most part of timber ; yet, the model of them being good, they look 
tolerable. A rivulet runs ne^r the castle, and runs into the Avon near Bromham ; but, from the 
elevated situation of the town, water is, in general, rather a scarce commodity. On the London-road, 
five miles from Devizes, the traveller crosses a place called Wansdyke, which is thought to have been 
formerly a Saxon boundary, and formed as such, partly by nature and partly by art, to divide the 
territories of the Saxon kiuf^. By some it is thought to have been a Roman causeway. 

The principal manufacturers of Devizes and itd vicinity, are serge, cassimerei* , and broad cloths. 
The latter two branches afford employment to near one thousand persons. 

The post passes through from London to Bristol at nine o*clook, and takes letters from Dt^vizes, 
Westward ; returns every night from Bristol through Devizes, Devizes to London, and takes letters from 
the post-o&ce to the metropolis, &c., every day, except Saturday. 

Three stage-coaches stop at the Bear inn, in this town, every morning and eveniuj<, on their way 
to and from Bath, except Sundays, when to and from Bath, stop at the Castle inn ; up in the morning 
and down in the evening. 

A waggon for Bristol, sets out and returns as follows : Monday morning, returns Tuesday night 
There are waggons from London to Devizes, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday ; they return the same 
days, and arrive in London Mondav, Wednesday, and Friday. The Salisbury waggon sets out Mondivs 
and Fridays, and returns on the following days. 
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DEVIZES MAYORS 



The following is the most complete list of Mlayors obtainable. Previous to 1302 the Constables of the 
Castle represented the Sovereign. The appointments date from Michaelmas in each year till the 
Mnnicipal Reform Act : then from 9th November. 



1302 
1305 
1328 
1346 
1381 
1?87 
1398 
1410 
1414 
1415 
1419 
1436 
1445 
1458 
1468 
1473 
1513 
1516 
1565 
1566 
1575 
1584 
1590 
1591 
1512 
1593 



John Cray 
Will. Codiho. 
John Cot^ham. 
Ralph Roed. 
Will. Spycer. 
Will. Coventry. 
John Coventry. 
Simon Skinner. 
Jno. Coventry, sen. 
John Coventry 
Robert Smyth. 
John Coventry. 
John Spycer. 
Henry Pole, sen. 
John Reynolds. 
Nich. Mere. 
WilL Spycer. 
Will. RusaeU. 
Edward Haynes. 
John Bnrd. 
Rich. Maundrell. 
John Willis. 
John Lewin. 
Walter Stephens. 
Rob. Oorderoy. 
Thofl. Bayly. 



1594 


Will. Erwood. 


1595 


John Batt. 


1596 


Will. Barrett. 


1597 


John Lewen. 


1598 


Brian Bennett. 


1599 


Walter Stephens. 


1600 


Will. Krwood. 


1601 


Rich. MaundreU. 


1602 


John Kent. 


1603 


John Pierce. 


1604 


Rich. Flower. 


1605 


Walter Stephens. 


1606 


Brian Bennett. 


1606 


Rich. Maundrell. 


1607 


Thos. Whitacre. 


1608 


Will. Erwood. 


1609 


Nich. Barrett. 


1610 


John Nicholas. 


1611 


Rich. Flower. 


1612 


Edw. Northey. 


1613 


John Allen. 


1614 


Edw. Lewes. 


1615 


Will. Erwood. 


1616 


John Stephens. 


1617 


Nich. Barrett. 


1618 


Thos. Whitaow. 



1619 
1620 
1621 
1622 
1623 
1624 
1625 
1626 
1627 
1628 
1629 
1630 
1631 
1632 
1633 
1634 
1635 
1636 
1637 
1638 
1639 
1640 
1641 
1642 
1643 
1644 



Rob. Flower. 
Rich. Flower. 
John Thurman. 
Ed. Northey, sen. 
John Alien. 
Edw. Hope. 
Edw. Lewes. 
Thos. Kent. 
Thos. Lewes. 
Christopher Clark. 
Christr. Flower. 
Edw. Northey. 
Edw. Lewes. 
Tho. Kent. 
John Pierce. 
Philip Strong. 
Ed. Northey, Jan. 
Matthew AUen. 
Will. Thurman. 
Will. Shearer. 
Thomas Kent. 
John Hope. 
Edw. Lewes. 
Rich, Pierce. 
Mich. Tidcombe. 
Matthew Allen. 
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1845 JohnTilton (P) 

1846 

1847 

1848 John Stephens. 

1849 JohnTnton. 

1850 John Erlee. 

1851 John Sloper. 

1852 Eioh. Webb. 

1853 John Tayler. 

1854 Edw. Hope. 

1855 John Stephens. 

1858 John TQton. 

1667 Edw. Pierce. 
1658 JohnSloper. 

1859 Rich. Webb. 
1680 John Tayler. 
1661 Edw. Hope. 
1062 Rich. Drew. 
1863 Rich. Drew. inn. 
1664 Rich. Wttbee. 
1885 Edw. Pierce. 
1668 

1667 

1668 John Sloper. 

1669 JobuHolIifi. 

1670 Rich. Watton. 

1671 Rob Sloper. 

1672 Rob. Sloper. 

1673 John Uolli;!. 

1674 Rich. Hillier. 

1675 John TIolllB. 

1676 Mnfihew Figgins. 

1677 Rich. Wattou. 

1678 Charles Danrers. 



1879 


Richard Watton 


1709 


1880 


Richard Watton. r 


1710 


1681 


Will. Paradice. 


1711 


1882 


Will. Paradice. P 


1712 


1883 


Rich. Stephens. 
Wmiam Watts. 


1713 


1884 


1714 


1885 


Philip Powell. 


1715 


1888 


Philip Butcher. 


1716 


1887 


John Childsen. 


1717 


1688 


Fran. Paradice. 


1718 


1889 


Rich. Haiier, sen. 


1719 


189C» 


Matth. FigKins. 


1720 


1691 


Matth. Allen. 


1721 


1892 


Will. Paradice. 


1722 


1693 


GraTe Morris. 


1723 


1694 


John Child. 


1724 


1695 


John Child. 


1725 


1698 


BenJ. Street. 


1728 


1897 




1727 


1698 


Rich. HilUer. 




1699 


Rich. Watton. 


1728 


1700 


John Rofcers. 


1729 


1701 
1702 


Matth. Figgins. 
John Child. 


1730 
1731 


1703 


Wm. Paradice. died iu 


1732 




office. Rich. Watton. 


173< 


1701 


Hoj. Street. 


1734 


1705 


James Sutton. 


1735 


1708 


Rich. Hope. 


1736 
1737 
1738 

• 1789 

• 1740 
" 1741 


1707 
1708 


John E^7les. 

James Sutton, but on peti 
tion of Burgesses, Benj 
Street by writ of manda 






mus, 25 May. 


1742 



Benj. Street. 
James Sutton. 
Benj. Street. 
James Sutton. 
Edw. Watton. 
Charles Flower. 
James Sutton. 
Rich. Hope. 
Edw. Watton. 
James Sutton. 
Henry Flower. 
Edw. Wdtton. 
Rich. Hope. 
Henry flower. 
Sam. Powell 
Stepb. Street. 
Edw. Daris. 
Henry Axford. 
Edw. Watton, died, suc- 
ceeded by Henry Flower. 
I»eter Clark. 
Joseph Street. 
James Sutton. 
Will. Adlam. 
Jer. Williams. 
Joseph Needham. 
Henry Flower. 
Edw. Davis. 
Steph. Street. 
Peter Clark. 
Henry Flower. 
Joseph Wells. 
Steph. Street. 
Will Adlam. 
Rich. Smith. 
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1743 Boh. Sloper. 1777 Rich. Read. 

1744 Prince Sutton. 1778 Tho. Whitfield. 

1745 Tho8. Satton. 1779 Geo. Gibbs. 

1746 Rob. Lawrence. 1780 Steph. Hillman. 

1747 Peter Clark. 1781 Geo. Sloper. 

1748 Joseph Wells. 1782 Matthew Figgins. 

1749 George Willey. 1783 Sam. Adlam. 
1760 John Massey. 1784 Sam. Tayler. 

1751 Ralph Good. 1785 Rich. Read. 

1752 Thos. 4d1am. 1786 Thos. Whitfield. 

1753 Will. Salmon. 1787 John Flower, died 

1754 Rich. Smith. l7eorge Gfibs. 

1755 Stephen Powell. 1788 Francis Bayly. 

1756 Rob. Lawrence. 1789 Stephen Powell. 

1757 John Flower. 1791 Geo. Sloper. 

1758 George Willey. 1790 Stephen Hillman, 

1759 John Massey. 1792 Matthew Figgins. 

1760 Ralph Good, died, John 1798 James Sntton. 
Massey, 13 Jane. 1794 James Gent. 

1761 Thos. Adlam, died 15 Feb. 1795 Sam. Adlam. 
Will. Salmon. 1796 Rob. Bruges- 

1762 Stephen Powell. 1797 Sam Tayler. 

1763 John Flower. 1798 Stephen Powell. 

1764 Rob. Lawrence. 1799 Stephen Hillman. 

1765 Will. Salmon. 1800 Geo. Sloper. 

1766 Henry Williams- 1801 James Sutton. 

1767 John Flower. 1802 James Gent. 

1768 Stephen Powell. 1803 Pam. Tayler. 

1769 James Sutton. 1804 Sam. Adlam. 

1770 George Gibbs. 1805 Rob. Broges 

1771 Sam. Adlam. 1806 Stephen Hillman. 

1772 Will. Leach. 1107 James Gent. 

1773 Sam. Tayler. 1808 Sam. Tayler. 

1774 Will. Wavlen. 1809 Will. Hughes. 

1775 £dw. Adlam, died 17 Oct. 1810 Stephen Neate. 
John Flower. 1811 John Tylee. 

1776 Will. Read. 1812 Henry Batcher. 



1813 


John Singleton Clark. 


1814 


James Gent. 


1815 


Tho. Tylee. 
Steph. Neate. 


1816 


1817 


John Tylee. 


1818 


Hen. Basmtun. 


1819 


WUl. Everett. 


1820 


Will. Hughes. 


1821 


Hen. Buteher. 


1822 


Tho. B^ggs. 


Feb. 1823 


John Singleton Clark. 


1824 


Tho. Tylee. 
John Tyl««- 


1825 


1826 


Hen. Bayntuu. 


1827 


Will. Everett. 


1828 


Will. Hughes. 


1829 


Hen. Butober. 


1830 


John Bayly. 
John Norui. 


1831 


1832 


Tho. Biggs. 


1833 


Charles Coward. 


1834 


John Singleton Clark. 




(Nominated hereafter on 




9th November.) 


1835 


Hen. Saunders. 


1H36 


Benj. AuBtie. 


1837 


Thomas James Heard. 


1838 


Sam. Whitchurch 


1839 


Rich. Biggs. 


1810 


Geo. Elgnr Sloper 


1841 


Joseph Crockett. 


1842 


Will. Chandler. 


1843 


Hen. Butcher, ion. 
Hen. Butoher, jun. 


1844 


1845 


Joseph Burt. 
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1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 



1864 
1865 
1866 



John Raikes Bayly 
Jas. Roger Bramble. 
Jo8«*ph Crockett. 


1867 


1868 


1869 


Gforge Waylen. 
Henry MackrelL 


1870 


1871 


Hen. IJutcher, jun. 


1872 


Joseph Bart. 
Jas. Smallbones. 


1873 


1874 


James Biggs. 


1875 


John Edward Hayward. 


1876 


Henry Butcher, jun. 


1877 


Will. Gifford Everett. 


1878 


Jos. Bart. 


1879 


G. Simpson. 
E. Giddings. 


1880 


1881 


B. Maysmor. 


1882 


W. Brown. 


1888 


W.Tyrrell. 
G. Waylen. 


1884 
1885 


O. Gondry. 


1886 



Ed. Giddings. 


1887 


C. N. May. 


1888 


E. Clapham. 


1889 


Wm. Hillier. 


1890 


S. Wittey. 


1891 


H. J. Sainsbury. 


V92 


S. Reynolds. 


1893 


T. Chandler. 


1894 


G. Simpson. 


1895 


Jno. Marsh. 


1896 


Jas. Biggs. 
T. (handler. 


1897 


1898 


T. Chandler. 


1899 


Wm. Brown. 


1900 


W. E. Keeling. 


1901 


Rd.HiU. 


1902 


F. Sloper. 


1908 


G. C. Giles. 


1904 


G. H. Mead. 


1905 


T. Chandler. 


1906 



J. F. Humby. 
J. F. Humby. 
C. Gillman. 
C. Gillman. 
J. A Randell. 
G. H. Mead. 
G. H. Mead. 
G. H. Mead. 
G. H. Mead. 
G. H. Mead. 
Dr. Waylen. 

B. D. Gillman. 
Herbert Biggs. 
William Robbins. 
Frank Rendell. 
W.Rose. 

G. T. Smith. 
George Catley. 

C. Bl Parsons. 
B. T. Simpson. 
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Pl^IflTIflGT PHlHTIflGI 

Of every Sort and Kind* 

Why send to Bath or Bristol, or London, for Printing, when you can get it 

Well and Cheaply Executed 

AT THE 

Advertiser Printing XVorks, 

29-30 MARYPORT STREET, DEVIZES. 

You may be sure that a Firm wliich is able to Print and Publish a Newspaper is com- 
petent to undertake anything that is comprehended in the art of Printing. 

Ail kinds of Btisiness or Commercial Printingt Bills and Notices of Meetings^ 

Auction Bills^ Catalogues^ Price Lists^ Programmes^ Tickets, Anniversary Hymns^ 

Time Sheets, Memorandums Forms, Invoices, Billheads, Club Rules, Tickets, 

Club Cards, Memorial, Wedding, Visiting or Private Greeting Cards, &c* 

^Vlnclow Bills, - Hancl-Bills, - Circulars, - Season's Cataloi^ues, 

- Colour Prlntini^, - 

Anything from a Visiting Card to a Three-Volume Novel, 

R. D. GILLMAN, Proprietor. 
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R. F. CORK, 

(From Messrs. Parsons), 

^ — ^J 



CDoice 

Selections. 

-*• 

^asDIonabie 

materials. 



LADIES' 1 GENTS' TAILOR, 



£a<lie$' 

Costumes. 

•*• 

Rldiiifl 

Breecbes. 



c~-^ 



/5 NORTHGRTE STREET 

(Opposite WatdM^orth's BrBtt?»rj/), 

DEVIZES. 
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For anything you require in 

VlSiT 

J. M. DAVIS' Cash Boot Stores, 

27, BRITTOX, DEVIZES. 

All goods are made from superior and thoroughly reliable 

materials only. 

BRING VOUR REPTJ^IRS. 

THE MATERIALS <?: WORKMANSHIP ARE GOOD, 
The Service is PROMPT. 



•f=^^ 
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F. BILLINGTON, 

fatnilp 6rocer - 

AND 

Provision merchantt 

DEVIZES. 



AT 

1/4, 1/6 and 1/8. 



->3- ESTABLISHED 1872- -H- 

Grammar School, 

FOR BOARDERS 
AND DAY PUPILS. 

TERMS MODERATE AND INCLUSIVE. 

Prospectus and all Particulars on 
AplicatJon. 



C. W. PUGH, A.C.P. 



Principals. 



C. S. PUGH, A.C.P. 

(Rboistbbed Tbachbbs Col. B.) 
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Louis L. Leppard, 

THE BRUSH 

AND 

BASKET WAREHOUSE, 

8, market Place, Oe»izes- 

Brooms, Brushest Mops, Mats, 
G>rd, Twine, Halters, &c.. 
Frying Pans, Pails, Saucepans, 
Matting, Sponges, Nosebags, 
Enamel Ware, Toilet Paik, Kettles, 
Wood Tubs, Floor Cloths, 
Rick Covers, &Cv Sec. 

All at STORE PRICES. 

Also BEE HIVES, STRAW SKIP, SECTIONS, 

BAR FRAMES. METAL ENDS, FOUNDATIONS, 

BEE SMOKERS, &c. 



A T. W. MATTHEW, 

Furnishing Ironmonger, 

SANITARY ENGINEER, PLUMBER, 
BELLHANGER AND TINMAN, 

GAS, RANGE, HOT & COLD WATER 
FITTER, 

Agricultural Agent & Machinist, 

7 <£ 8, ST. JOHN STREET, 

^ DEVIZES, -s^- 



SPORTiNG AMMUNITION. 



Tblbgeams : — 
MATTHEW, DEVIZES. 



Your favours 
solicited. 



9999^99999999999999e999iMi99p9Mp 
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Established 1852. 



Notice this Page ! 

IF YOU WANT - 

lAPERHANGING, 

Iainting, 

LUMBING, 
or GLAZING 

done, try - - 

H. & G. CH1VER8, 

30 St.John^s Street, 

DEVIZES. 

TtUiframs :—Chivers, Plumbers, Devizes. 



A. W. Godfrey, 

Family Ihitchor. 
5 BRITTOX, DEVIZES, i^ 

AND 

^ MARKET LAVINGTON. 



Prime English Beef, Mutton & Veal, 

ALSO 

Best Ne^v Zealand Mutton & Lamb, 

DAIRY-FED PORK, 

CORNED BEEF & PICKLED OX TONGUES. LJC 

00 

Your Patronage and Rccommtndalion 
Respectfully Solicited. 

00 - — 

DAILY DELIVERIES TO ALL PARTS OF 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 
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4 HIGH STREET, DEVIZES. 

T. G. O'Reilly. 

GENERAL DRAPER, SILK 
MERCER & FURRIER, 

High-Class 
DRESSMAKING, MILLINERY & 

-MANTLES— 



\ I 



FAMr.Y MOURNING OF EVERY 1 
DESCRIPTION. j 



4 l>ifll) Street, Denizes. 



ARCHIE JELKS, 

-50 Long Street, Devizes. — 

Wholesale & Retail 

Wm, Spirit and Bssr 

miNER/JL 1V/TTER 

manvFacTURER, 



WHOLESALH PRICES on APPLICATION. 



AGKNT FOR- - 

BASS, GUINNESS, 

LAGER-PILSENER, 
COLEMAN'S WINCARNIS, etc. 
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girls' -^ 

BN'TRANGB. 




LABORATORY 
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ft^^X ESTABLISHED 1888. K^^ 



Street^ 



Wilsford House School, ^kv'^': 

Higher Secondary School for Boarders and Day Pupils* 

Head Master : Mr. D. G, WILSON RUMSEY, F.R.G.S. 
Assisted by an efficient Staff of Resident and Visiting Masters. 

THE School provides a thoroughly sound and a liberal Education at a reasonable cost. 
It is specially adapted for Boys intended for Professional and Commercial pursuits. 
The premises are extensive, and include Gymnasium, Laboratory, Manual Workshop, 
Play Ground and Playing Field (two acres). 
The Curriculum is on modem lines. 

Thorough preparation for all Public Examinations. Special Class for Civil S©i;vice 
Examinations. 

Illustrated Prospectus and lists of successes, etc., on application to the Head Master. 



B rand) Dap ScDool for 6lrls> 27 Cong Street Pcclzcs* 

Head Histress: Miss Q. H. WILLI AHS, B.A. 
Music and Sinsrins:: Hr. ALQBRNON SALTER, L^R.A.H. 

THE School, which is under the same management as the Boys' School, but in separate 
premises, has been established to provide a thorough and ^stematic Education, at a 
moderate cost, and is specially adapted to the requirements of Girls of all ages. 

It is imder the supervision of the Head Master, and conducted on High School lines, 
but with greater attention to individual needs than is possible with the large numbers of 
a Public Secondary School. 

Preparatory Class for Boys and Girls under 8 years of age. The Boys have a separate room. 
Illustrated Prospectus and full particulars on application. 
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TELEPHONE NO 16. 



TELEGRAMS: "ROSE, BUTCHER, DEVIZES." 



Tloffe and ifonif, 



r^ 



'v^ ^^:^ 



-Z-, 



FAMILY BUTCHEBS & ABMY CONTBACTOBS, 

Sidmouth Street, DEVIZES. 

ESTABLISHED 1847. Best EnEllsh Meat only supplied. 



Established over a Century. Telephone No. 8x2* 

BRANCH SHOP— 

58, NORTHOATE: STRSET, I3SVIZSS9 

Where a good supply of Prime ENGLISH MEAT and the Best Brands of CANTERBURY 

LAMB and MUTTON can be obtained. 

Oef/i^er/es to aff pB.rts of tfie. Neighbourhood. 



The Linde System of Cold Storage in use 
during the hot weather. 



Premises lighted throughout with Electrio Light 
generated on the premises. 
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COOK*S TOURS. 



INDEPENDENT TICKETS. 

Cook's Tickets are available all over the World 
either for simple journeys or the most complex tours, 
and give roecial facilities with regard to break of 
journey and conveyance of luggage. Interpreters in 
oniform are m attendance at principal stations and 
seaports to render assistance to holders of Cook's 
Tickets. 

INCLUSIVE INDEPENDENT TRAVEL. 

The acme of Travel without trouble is attained by 
the above methDd. By it the traveller journeys 
with absolute independence, but with every detail 
arranged beforehand, and practically every expendi- 
ture provided for. Write for explanatory prospectus. 
SELECT PARTIES. 

Select parties frequently leave London under 
experienced Conductors fnot in uniform) for well- 
planned tours to the chief countries in Europe also 
to America, PalesUne, Eeypt, Algeria, &c., according 
to season, at fares which include all necessarv 
expenses. ^ 

••POPULAR'' HOLIDAY TOURS. 

These Tours provide for travel ticket and hotel 
expenses at moderate and inclusive fares, and are 
arrang^ to all parts of Europe. They range from a 
single Saturday to Monday excursion to holidays of 
three weeks' duration, and do not tie the tourist to 
any fixed daily programme. 

Thos. Cook & Son, 



OCEAN TRAVEL DEPARTMENT. 

Saloon and emigrant passage tickets are issued at 
lowest rates to all parts of the World. The accredited 
Agents equally of every steamship line of repute. 
Thos. Cook & Son have no special interest to serve 
but are in a position to give accurate and absolutely 
unbiassed information and guidance to their clienti 

Cook sOcsi^' Sailing List is published monthly 
and may be had at any of their Offices. 

PLEASURE CRUISES. 

Summer and Winter Cruises by specially aoDointed 
steamers of the P. & O., Orient, i^ul\CS^ft^ 
flrst-class lines, are organised throughout the year 
BANKING, EXCHANQP & INSURANCE 

Foreien moneys exchanged at most advantageous 
rates. Circular Notes and Letters of Credit^ued 
for all parts of the World. ^^^ 

Travellers with Cook's Tickets, may for small 
premiums, insure their baggage against loss. 
HOTEL COUPONS. 

Hotel Coupons are issued from 7s. 6d. to 16s. ner 
day, available at one or more of the principal hotels 
at each of the chief cities, to wnsf and peaces o? 
Tourist resort in Great Britain and on the Cfentinenf! 
Pull particulars are given in the •'Traveller's 
Gazette," 3d. monthly, by post, 5d. -^^veiiers 

FORWARDING DEPARTMENT 

Baggage and goods of every description may be 
stored or forwarded to any part of the World at 
lowest rates. 

Chief Office :- 



BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 



LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON 
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F. BOLLAND, 

Hfe^aar Pa,x*k Street, DSVIZES. 



E STABLISHED 28 YEAR S. 

CVCLiEST CYCIiEST CVCHEST 

The Celebrated 
SWIFT, PREmiER, R/JCL/tN /tND DURSLEY PEDERSEN 

3 SPEED, 

Again to the Front in 1908. 

Please note my repairs are executed by Skilled Mechanics and not by Boys^ 
and all repairs guaranteed in accordance with orders. 



T^ V U C C Of the highest quality kept in stock and all are guaranteed. 



DUNLOP, CLIN( HER, KEFLEX, and 
other leading: makes. 



Sole Agent in this District for the " WIZARD '' REPAIR DISC for Motor Tubes. 
Call and Inspect or write for Catalogue Post Free. 
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22 & 23 BRITTOX, 
DEVIZES. 

ESTABLISHED 1887 

G. J. TANNER, 

piep ciiTigg; mm 



Agent for 


Runtiiifl^SDooting 


"BECTIVE," 


^ Coaci)meii'$ 


<< QUEEN" 




<«K" MAKE 


Boots. 


AND 


Hade on the 


OTHERS. 


Premises. 



Ve think you will not 

find any Grocers in 

these Annals of 

LONGER STANDING 



OR OF 



BETTER REPUTE 



THAN 



SIMPSON & SON, 

CounlyTeaWareliouse, 

DEVIZES. 

1850 - 1908- 
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The CohiiEGE, Devizes. 

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL* 



BOYS- GIRLS. KINDERGARTEN. 



^^UPILS, Boys or Girls, can be taken as Day- 
W^ pupils or Boarders at any age above three. 
Separate house for Girl Boarders* 
A thoroughly good education on modem 
lines ; Physical culture a speciality ; Modem 
languages by foreign teachers ; Special facilities 
for Music and Art; Large staff of resident and 
visiting Masters and Mistresses ; Coaching for 
all examinations; Fees moderate and inclusive* 
> ENQUIRIES INVITED. > 

A. M. BENNETT, Principal. 
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A.J.RANDELL, 

ARCHITECT 

AND 

SURVEYOR , 

Exchange Place, 



^^xg^ 



ECZEMA- 



in all its Forms, and all other 
Skin Diseases 

ABSOLUTELY CURED 

By using 

Baker's Special Ointment. 

Scores of local and other Testi- 
monials can be seen where it 
has cured cases that Doctors, 
Specialists and Hospital Treat- 
ment have failed to effect. 

Price 1/li, 2/9, and 4/6. 

FRANK BAKER, M.P.S., 

Dispetisina and 



Z( TSidmouthSt. 
DEVIZES. 



Vcterinarp COemist 



Graduate in Chemistry and Pharmacy 
of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain, and of the Apothecaries' Hall, 
London. 

Late Manager for Six Years for Messrs. 
Gilbert & Hall, Bournemouth. 
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ESTABLISHED 1835. - - 

THOMAS COLE, 

BECJS to thank his many customers and Friends for the liberal support 
accorded him, and to inform them that he has an entirely new and 
extensive Stock of 

Up-TO-lD75^TE NOVeIaTXES. 

RINGS, BROOCHES, BANGLES, GOLD & SILVER ALBERTS, TEAPOTS, 

^ J* CRUETS, Jt * 

Silver Mounted Cigar and Cigarette Cases, Purses, 

And an Immense Selection of other Articles. 

See IVfnoToiV for choice cf/sjpfay of Presents, 

Speciality :—DIAmOHD A OTHER I^IflGS. 

Ring Size Card free on application. 



6 SIDMOUTH STREET, DEVIZES. 
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Telegrams : " Dickenson, Wharf, Devizes." Bristol Office : Redeliffe, Back Stone Wharf. 

Telephoneo . IIY Devizes & 205iY Bristol. Devizes Office: The Wharf, Devizes 

William Dickenson, 

CANAL CARRIER and FORWARDING AGENT, 

BRISTOL ^ISTD DEVIZKS. 



=*= 



Furniture Removed by Road, kail or Water in 
our own Pantechnicon Vans. 

FURNITURE STORED /^T JVIODERT^TE CHT^RGES. 

HEAD OFHCE— THE WHARF, DEVIZES. 
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tOeS^in* CarSs, 

\r\ J^errvorial CarSs, 

Dance ProOrarrvmes, §c. 



*Uisitin^ Garbs, 5o for Is. 6S. 
r^ote Paper, your ou-^rv^^Sress, 

5 Qi'iRKS FOR 1/6, 10 Quires 2/6. 



Post CarSs, Printed F^ea^irv*, 



500 FOR 3s. 



29-30 eMaryp^'^^ Street, lDe\?izes. 



F. SPRINGFORD, 

ENGINEER, MOTOR & CYCLE 
W0RK5, 

50 to 52 nortbaate Street Devizes. 



Agent for the Automobile Association, also for 
Singer and Humber Cars. 

All Sizes of Clincher & Mitchelm Motor 
Tyres Stocked- 



OFFICIAL KFPAIRER TO THE C TC. ft Q P.O. 

Agent for 

5inger, Raleigh, ti umber and 
Calcott Cycles. 

Good Assortment off PRAMS, MAIL 
CARTS & PUSH-ABOUTS. 



GARAGE for Storing and Repairing Cars. 

Pit for Inspection, Repairs by experienced 
Workmen, 
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High-Class Aerated Waters, 

aN SYPHONS AND IN BOTTLES,) 

EDWARDS, CHYMISTS, Lw., 

20, THE IBRXT'T'OX, 



- ^ .<■. < >.* » ■, ; ..■ : ,. . g i^ 



No expense has been spared by having the very best Machinery and 
Appliances. These Waters being prepared under the supervision of a fully 
qualified Chymist^ both purity and quality of the highest standard is obtained. 
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BROWN & MAY, Ltd., DEVIZES. 



THE NEW 

Stalionary Oil Engine, 



FOR 



DAIRY WORK, SAWING, 
MILLWORK, &c. 



Can be arranged as Portable if required. 



Simple and reliable. No Lamp or Flame required 

after starting. Is absolutely safe, using 
ordinary petroleum lamp oil. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. Write for Catalogues and Testimonials. 



BROWN & MAY'S 
LIGHT 

Traction Engine. 

aO/tPTED FOR /tLL KINDS 
OF HaULaCE. 



Will haul 5 to 6 tons nett from 5 to 6 miles 
per hour* 

To comply with latest requirements of Motor Car 
Act. Most efficient and successful tractor on the 
market. Unsurpassed for strength, durability, and 
economy of fuel consumption. Price moderate. 
Special terms of payment if required. Write for 
particulars, 



A large number off Gold and Silver Medals have been awarded to us ffrom 

various parts off the Wforld, 
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BROWN & MAY, Ltd., DEVIZES. 



MAKERS OF UP-TO-DATE- 



PORTABLE ENGINES, TRACTION ENGINES, 
MOTOR TRACTORS, OIL ENGINES, &c., &c. 




Nearly 10,000 ENGINES and 

BOILERS made and supplied* 



Brown & May*s Steam Engines are 
acknowledged to be unsurpassed for effi- 
ciency, silent running, and economy in 
fuel consumption. 



Latest Catalogues and full particulars 
sent en application. 



Old Engines taken in part Payment if desired^ 
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T. C. LEWIS, 

FAMILY GROCER <£ 
PROVISION MERCHANT. 

3 Maryport Street, DEVIZES. 



H<- 



AOENT FOR — 

W. & A. Gilbey's Wines and Spirits, 

Hall's Wine, Coleman's Wincarnis, 

VIBRONA, the Ideal Tonic Wine. 

Special Value in 

HTeas an^d Coffee* 

NOTED HOUSE FOR PROVISIONS. 
Note the Address :— 

13 Maryport Street, DEVIZES* 



Nat. Teleqhone No. 7Y. 

Telegrams ; Chivers, Sheep St., Devizes. 

Offices : 29 Sheep St. \ 

Joinery Works : Hare ft HoundsSt ( nruiTrc 
Builders and Timber Merchants : ( "■••■^■•a. 
Depot, The Wharf. / 

Devizes Sawing, Planing, Moulding 
and Joinery Works. 

W. E. eHiVERS & SONS, 

Builders, Contraetors, 

SANITARY ENGINEERS and BUILDERS' and 

LIME MERCHANTS. 

English A Foreign Timber MerehanU, 



Speciality :- JOINERY MANUFACTURERS. 



MONUMENTAL AND STONE WORKS. 



Undertakers A Funeral Furnishers. 

EooNOMio Oharobs, Town or Countbt. 
Immediatb & Personal Attention 
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FI N EST 



PRoiDUeE. 




ABSOLUTE 

PURITY 
GUARAN- 
TEED. 



SUNNYSIDE, OLD PARK, 
DEVIZES. 



J 
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ESTABLISHED 1830 



Telephone No. 30 (Office). 
Telegrams ; No. lOX (Joinery Workd)'. 

" ASH, DEVIZES." No. lOY (Depot). 



HENRY ASH, 

BUILDER, CONTRACTOR, AND 

SANITARY ENGINEER, 
BUILDERS' MERCHANT, 

LIME BURNER, 

ENGLISH & FOREIGN TIMBER 
MERCHANT, 

monumental and Stone Works. 



National Telephone, No 



Northgate Street, 

The Uland, / -.-w.-pc 

Commercial Road, and LILYI^Cd. 
Lime Works, London \ 
Road, 



Sfeiiid SentM Kotii«' 

Walter Dallimore, 

DENTAL SURQEON, 

BEAUFORT HOUSE. 73 & 75 CITY ROAb, 
BRISTOL- 



Tiventy years in connection with Messrs, 
HAYMAN & LITTLE, of Bristol and 

Clifton. \ 

PERSONAL ATTENDANCE 

AT 

DEVIZES EVERY THURSDAY, 

AT 

Mrs. Ferris', 64 New Park Street, 

From 10.80 a.m. to 4.80 p.m. 
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E. & W. ANSTIE, Limited. 



I ifcwum 



Manuftwtuwrs or every description of 

^mokiog Mixtures. 
Extra Fine Shag, Fine Shag. Red Indian, etc. 
Down South, 1..^b,d, B^^j, g^p.^^ ^^^^^^^ 

V£rg ...rKish and Havana, Uaf Covered 

Cigarettes, 

Otto dc Ros«." "« D »f J 

^_^,^^ ^ 5. P.," and other Choice S: 

fill" =,. 



^^Vi 




VHI 


~ N/VTIONM. 'I 


^i^^H 


^H WaDWORTH & Co ' -^^ 


1 


^B 


r 


H 


H 


*PA1.E AL 
XPA 
^Liffht Dinner Ale 


■ 


^^^^^^■'^ 


WINES, Sr LIQOE 


[1 


I 


VINTAGE \ 


■ 


^^^^^^B 

^^^^^^^H 


AERATED WATEH ^ ^^^ 
mcludlnr ^?^.J.°5 
or C' 

andWn. n'$ Sire 


J 


■ 
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